2010 Highlights

Wildfowl

Whooper Swans had a good showing with many sightings, up to 24 at Low Marishes in March, and the earliest ever autumn record; a single joining Mute Swans at Seamer Tip Pools 21st to 24th September (John Harwood et. al.). Two Bean Geese flying north over Scalby on 31st January (Mick Francis) were followed by four identified as Tundras, which were much more accommodating, spending 14th to 16th February feeding on Cayton Carr with six Pink-feet (John Harwood et. al.). Four, not racially identified but possibly Taigas, flying north at Long Nab in the evening of 18th May were a surprise, being so late, in fact the latest ever in spring (Nick Addey). One with four White-fronts and a Pink-foot at Scalby Lodge Pond on 18th November were prematurely flushed by a dog walker (Mick Francis). Pink-footed Geese records continue to mirror the steady increase in the national wintering population (currently 360,000), the largest daily southerly movement along the coast being 860 on 31st October. Five White-fronted Geese record ; six were at Scalby Lodge 5th to 11th January (Mick Francis et. al.), one flew south there on 16th January (Graham Speight), one west there on 24th January (Mick Francis), and one joined the goose flock at Wykeham Lakes 6th to 20th March (Nick Addey). Lastly four were at Scalby Lodge Pond on 18th November (Mick Francis). Greylag Geese don’t often inspire many birders but one with a neck collar at Scaby Lodge Pond 22nd to 23rd April had an interesting history; originally ringed in southern Sweden in June 2000, and wintering in south-west Holland in 2007. We tend to think our Greylags are from the local parks! A few Barnacle Goose sightings suggested a feral origin but six flying south past Scalby Lodge on 28th September were presumed the real thing. A good scattering of autumn and winter Brent Geese, five Dark-bellied at Cayton Carr on 17th January were of interest. The autumn passage of Pale-bellieds past Long Nab totalled 25 in the period 17th September to 16th October. The Flower of May pond was an unusual location for a single Dark-bellied bird on 22nd November. Two pairs of Shelducks presumably attempted to breed along the coast but like Mandarins there was no proof. The latter species’ highest count was just 15 at Hilla Green on 15th February. Wigeon continue to increase at Scalby Mills, a new record count of 970 on 18th January was topped by 1,090 there on 30th December (Steve Wignill).  Potter Brompton Carr held the 2010 peak Teal count on 25th November with 240. Floodwaters in the west of the district attracted excellent numbers of Pintail; 14 at North Ings near Low Marishes on 2nd March and 17 at Allerston Loft Marishes three days later. Harwood Dale Lake came up trumps again for Garganey after the pair in 2009, this year a drake visited on 25th April (Tony Ford et. al.). By far the largest Eider count was 103 flying north at Long Nab on 10th November. Just four Long-tailed Duck  reports; the female at Wykeham Lakes from November 2009 remained to moult into breeding dress and was last seen on 5th May, returning on 30th October but left in the December freeze up. Three flew north at Cromer Point on 11th January, more typical records were one flying north past Marine Drive on 29th September, and three north at Long Nab on 16th October. Another record wildfowl count came on 20th July when 1,165 Common Scoters flew north past Scalby Mills in 3.25 hours (Chris Bradshaw). After two Velvet Scoters flew north at Long Nab on 2nd May, the remaining ten records fell in the normal period of 30th  August to 22nd November. A female Smew at Wykeham Lakes 7th to 14th February (Nick Addey, Tony Ford), was followed by another female there on 21st March (Ron Appleby, Phill Willey). Late in the year a first-winter bird was at Seamer Tip large pool 13th to 23rd November (Syd Cochrane et. al.). Ten Goosanders at Wykeham Lakes on 23rd October was a good count by recent standards. 

Seabirds
Cold weather in December brought the best Red-throated Diver movements; 121 south past Marine Drive on 4th in just 3.5 hours was the best. After two Black-throated Divers flying south together past Cromer Point on 13th January, a rather typical spread of eight records between 16th August to 7th November followed. Eleven Great Northern Diver reports, one at the harbour from 13th November to the year end was well photographed. Four Red-necked Grebe sightings along the coast, from September, October and December (2). The Sooty Shearwater passage was relatively poor peaking at 194 past Long Nab on 26th September, and just two Balearic Shearwaters; one north past Marine Drive on 26th July (Nick Addey, Tony Ford, Steve Wignill), and one past Long Nab on 30th august (Dave Bywater, Steve Hey). Petrel ringing at Long Nab came up trumps with two Storm Petrels trapped on both 10th and 17th July, the latter session also producing a Leach’s Petrel (Dave Bowes et al.). The autumn seawatching sessions produced ten Pomarine Skuas 24th September to 5th December, and a total of just 122 Arctic Skuas and 116 Great Skuas. Six Long-tailed Skuas was an average year; an adult off Marine Drive on 22nd July (Nick Addey), followed by a juvenile past there on 7th September (Nick Addey). The rest were seen from Long Nab; three juveniles flying north on 24th September (Chris Bradshaw), and an adult past on 26th September (Dave Bowes). A Little Auk spent the afternoon of 11th January in the harbour, and autumn only produced two north off Marine Drive on 26th September and c50 flying out of North Bay on 9th November, plus one picked up dead that day in Valley Gardens Park, South Bay.

Herons, Raptors and game etc.
Scarborough’s eleventh Bittern record came on 18th January when it was photographed in flight (Terry Hobson), fortunately it was relocated on 1st February when a handful of observers caught up with it. Sadly it was picked up dead on 12th February in an emaciated state.  Two Little Egrets frequented The Carrs from January to 30th May, plus five singles were seen in July.  A White Stork flew over the Wykeham Forest Raptor Viewpoint on 23rd May (Karl Dutton et. al.).      A good breeding season for Honey Buzzards in the forests, six males and five females were identified, three pairs, each rearing two young to flying stage. Goshawks continue to thrive in the district, perhaps ten pairs around. Thirteen sightings of Red Kite involving at least ten birds, and another good showing of Marsh Harriers  many reports between 18th April and 2nd September including a long staying female at Potter Brompton Carr  23rd May to early September. Twelve Hen Harrier records, including a male around Burniston in January/February.  Three spring Ospreys included a well watched bird at Wykeham Lakes 27th/28th April. Around 15 Hobby reports, of most interest was a juvenile photographed as it sat on cliffs at South Cliff on 2nd October. Fifteen nesting pairs of Common Buzzards in the district and three Peregrine nests. Three Common Cranes were photographed at Well Springs in the evening of 23rd April but had departed the next morning (Phillip Winter). Just three Quail reports, all in July.

Waders, skuas, gulls, and terns

Excellent video footage was obtained of an Avocet as it was feeding at the large pool at Seamer Tip on 31st March (Ray Smith). This was only the seventh district record. Ruffs were incredibly scarce, just four sightings,  just three Spotted Redshanks all year, and only one Wood Sandpiper, at Scalby Lodge “small” pond on 31st May. The lack of water at Scalby Lodge was the main reason. Equally scarce were Black-tailed Godwits, a good southerly coastal wader passage on 20th July saw two parties totalling eight pass Scalby Mills. Whimbrel passage saw 39 through in spring and 100 in autumn. A Common Sandpiper at Marine Drive on 8th October was the latest ever for the district. Five Curlew Sandpipers flew south along the cliffs at Jackson’s Bay on 27th September.  One of the highlights of the winter was an incredible influx of Woodcocks to the coast as inland forests experienced a total freeze up! A count of 136 along a two mile stretch between Long Nab and Cloughton Wyke on 5th December was an indication of just how many were displaced. A strong south-easterly blow on 8th November brought the year’s only Grey Phalarope past Long Nab (Nick Addey). An impressive 7,000 Kittiwakes off Marine Drive on 22nd July heralded a mass exodus from inshore waters. A poor showing for Little Gulls, just two spring records and a daily maximum of just nine along the coast in autumn. Seven Mediterranean Gulls wintering in the early months, four adults from mid-July to the year end. Four inland Yellow-legged Gulls July, August, and November is quite the “norm” but coastal ones are much more scarce, a juvenile was at Scalby Mills on 2nd September. A juvenile Iceland Gull first seen off Marine Drive on 29th December became a regular at the harbour into 2011 (Dave Bywater et. al.). Just two Glaucous Gulls ; one flew north at Long Nab on 5th May (Mick Francis), and a long staying juvenile, mostly in South Bay/harbour 29th October to the year end (Steve Wignill et. al.). Two Black Terns; a juvenile at Wykeham Lakes on 7th September plus one south at Long Nab on 26th September. The district’s earliest ever Common Tern was in North Bay 3rd to 8th April (Dave Mansell et. al.).

In the forests

Turtle Doves continue to delight in the forests, in particular around the well attended Wykeham Forest Raptor Viewpoint and adjacent tree nursery area. Two Long-eared Owl pairs were located, and a survey of churring Nightjars in Langdale Forest revealed at least 83 (Mick Carroll). A welcome return to breed were a pair of Wood Warblers in Wykeham Forest. Always elusive and difficult to locate Lesser Spotted Woodpecker put in another tantalizing appearance, this time at Reasty Hill, Broxa on 17th June (Ron Appleby, Ian Austin). Great Grey Shrikes could be found in Dalby Forest and Langdale Forest (2) in March/April (Dave Bywater, Mick Carroll et. al.) plus two at RAF Fylingdales in April (Mick Carroll). In the autumn four were in Langdale Forest in late October (Mick Carroll, Dave Bywater). A Raven appeared over sand Dale, Dalby Forest on 1st May (Mick Carroll).

A rare swift

In August 2011 news came of an Alpine Swift seen feeding over Ravens Hall Hotel, Ravenscar for at least 30 minutes on 30th March 2010. A good photo was taken (Angie and Pete Taylor).
Passerine highlights
With the whole of the UK covered in snow at the beginning of the year many Skylarks were displaced and took a liking Joe Green’s cover crops between Long Nab and Scalby Lodge, this area attracting a record number of 4,500 on 5th January. Long Nab produced two Shore Lark records; singles in the hut field on 3rd (Nick Addey, Tony Ford), and 25th October (Robin Hopper et. al.). Three spring Water Pipits; one at floodwater at North Ings, Low Marishes 25th and 29th March (Mick Carroll), and singles at Cromer Pond; 11th/12th April (Steve Hey et. al.), and 25th April (Mick Francis). One in autumn turned up 50 metres from a Shore Lark at Long Nab on 3rd October (Nick Addey). A rather elusive and flighty Richard’s Pipit remained faithful to the Cromer Point/Scalby Lodge stretch of coast 15th-22nd October (Steve Wignill et. al.). The only Blue-headed Wagtail was feeding on the cliff top at Scalby Lodge on 29th April (Mick Francis). A birder searching for Corn Buntings at Willerby Carr on 2nd June found an immaculate male Red-backed Shrike (Tony Ford et. a.). After five February Waxwing sightings of one to four birds, the first of a good autumn influx and the earliest ever was one at Hundale, Long Nab on 16th October (Steve Hey). A further 16 records were received, by far the largest flock were 32 at Hinderwell School on 26th October. Typical Black Redstart records from the Castle Headland were singles on 3rd April and 11th October, more unusual were regular sightings of two different birds on derelict land by Melrose Street, Scarborough between 6th October and 12th November. It was a record year for Barred Warblers, the first was found at Hundale, Long Nab on 14th August (Chris Bradshaw et. al.).  Several periods of easterly winds made autumn very interesting, the first period around 7th/8th September brought 25 Redstarts, 20 Whinchats, 25 Garden Warblers, 5 Spotted Flycatchers, 4 Pied Flycatchers, plus an early Fieldfare and Redwing.  Scarcer species in this first influx were Icterine Warbler (Nick Addey, Steve Wignill et. al.), Barred Warbler (Tony Ford, Nick Addey, Steve Wignill), Red-backed Shrike (Jim Middleton, Steve Wignill et. al.), and a Firecrest (Nick Addey et. al.), at Castle Hill. Other Barred Warblers were at Long Nab (Nick Addey), Northstead Manor Gardens, and Scalby Lodge (Mick Francis). The second spell of easterlies, with rain, came 26th to 29th September bringing good numbers of Chiffchaffs, 50 at Castle Hill, 7 Ring Ouzels,  70 Goldcrests,  10 Pied Flycatchers and a good selection of migrants along the coast that included Yellow-browed Warblers at Castle Hill (Nick Addey et. al) and Crook Ness (Roy Parker), another Icterine Warbler at Castle Hill (Nick Addey et. al.), and  Barred Warblers at Crook Ness (Dave Bowes et. al.), Jackson’s Field, and Scalby Lodge (Mick Francis). The third easterly period came 8th to 10th October bringing a Dusky Warbler to Castle Hill on 10th (Steve Wignill, Nick Addey et. al.) which entertained over 150 visitors to 17th. The Castle’s third Icterine Warbler remained elusive on the South Side (Nick Addey), and nearby on the South Side another Yellow-browed Warbler (Jim Middleton, Steve Wignill, Dave Mansell et. al.), and further singles at Newlands Dale (Chris Bradshaw), and Sycarham Wood (Steve Hey). Six Ring Ouzels, 150 Song Thrushes, 550 Redwings, 50 Blackbirds, 60 Chiffchaffs, and 90 Goldcrests arrived at Castle Hill in this excellent period. A report of a Bearded Tit on the North Side of Castle Hill late on 13th October was confirmed the next day as it was refound on the Castle “tops”, but soon moved on (Steve Wignill, Tony Ford). A rare coastal bird. Another special bird came on 19th November at Long Nab when an observer looking for Lapland Buntings stumbled across the district’s third Desert Wheatear (Joel Clegg, Tony Ford, Nick Addey). Sadly it had gone the next morning. It was a good Lapland Bunting autumn, many reports in September and October peaking at 18 in the stubble field at Long Nab on 25th October. Snow Buntings were frequent but peaked at just 22 in November. A first-winter Common Rosefinch at Hundale Plantation, Long Nab on 3rd September was a welcome but brief find (Nick Addey). A good Common Redpoll year; three January sightings, six October/November records including six at Castle Hill and three at Long Nab on 16th October. The year’s second Firecrest was with the tit flock at Castle Hill 10th to 22nd November (Steve Wignill, Nick Addey).

Corvids
 Two interesting Raven sightings away from the forests; one over Woodend Museum on 11th May (Jim Middleton), and one over Binnington Carr on 31st August (Ron Appleby, Phill Willey). Hooded Crows appeared at Long Nab on 2nd May, Jackson’s Bay 12th to 16th October, and over Osgodby on 20th October.  A roost count at Cayton Bay on 7th November gave a new record Jackdaw count of 650.
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