
An Annotated list of the Birds of Scarborough 

Compiled by C G Bradshaw 

 

This document provides a definitive list of the birds that have been recorded within the current Scarborough Birders 

recording area. The initial basis of this list was a list of the Birds of the Scarborough district collated by Brian Cockerill. 

That list was itself based upon work undertaken by Robin Hopper and others and provided an excellent starting point for 

me to work on the existing document. However, it was clear that the area used for that document was that in use by 

Scarborough Naturalists and thus a significant number of records were from locations outside of the current Scarborough 

Birders Recording Area. During the preparation of the current list, records on the original list that are from locations 

outside the current Scarborough Birders Recording Area have been excluded, but are listed in Appendix 2. The first 

version of this document was released at the end of 2010 but has now been updated to include all records of significance 

from 2010 and also some from 2011. 

This document is not intended to be a comprehensive avifauna of the Birds of Scarborough. However, it is an attempt to 

bring together basic information about the birds in the area. The intention is to be able to answer simple questions that, 

as someone new to the area, I often found myself asking and finding it difficult to find the answer to. So, I hope this 

document will answer questions like - What is the earliest spring arrival date for Swallow? What is the latest date for 

Willow Warbler? What is the breeding status of Willow Tit? Iƻǿ Ƴŀƴȅ wƛŎƘŀǊŘΩǎ tƛǇƛǘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘΚ What is the 

highest day total for Redstart? ς And so on.  

Only records that have been accepted by the relevant authorities have been included here. In the case of national rarities, 

BBRC and where applicable BOURC acceptance is required. For county rarities, acceptance is required by the Yorkshire 

Naturalists Union. Important records that have been found unacceptable have been listed in Appendix 1. These include a 

number of significant historical records. I have attempted to make this list as up to date as possible. The review period 

extends up to the end of 2010, but a number of significant records from 2011 have also been included where the 

identification is beyond doubt and acceptance by YNU / BBRC is considered a formality.  

Some early reports give different names to some sites than those in use today. In particular Seamer Gravel Pits is referred 

ǘƻ ƘŜǊŜ ŀǎ .ǳǊǘƻƴ wƛƎƎǎ ŀƴŘ WŀŎƪǎƻƴΩǎ .ŀȅ Cƭƻƻd is the same location as Scalby Lodge Pond. 

A variety of sources have been used in the preparation of this list. The principle references have been as follows. 

Mather, J.R., 1986. The Birds of Yorkshire. Croom Helm. England. 
Wilson, A. & Slack, R., 1996. Rare and Scarce Birds in Yorkshire. Guildford.  
Chislett, R. 1952. Yorkshire Birds. Arthur Brown and Sons. London. 
The Scarborough Birders annual bird reports from 1995 to 2009. 
The Birdguides Rarity Archive (www.birdguides.com). 
¸ƻǊƪǎƘƛǊŜ bŀǘǳǊŀƭƛǎǘΩǎ Union Ornithological Reports 1965 to 1994. 
 

As a newcomer to the area, preparation of this list has been greatly assisted by a number of longer standing residents of 

the area. Nick Addey provided the initial impetus to undertake this project, answered many and varied questions, trawled 

through a large ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ¸b¦ ǊŜǇƻǊǘǎ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ easy access to and made extensive comments on the final draft. 

Particular thanks are due to Ron Appleby who supplied many records I had missed or was simply unaware of. Without his 

efforts this work would have been much the poorer. Mick Francis also made extensive comments on an earlier draft and 

drew attention to some older records I was unaware of. Mick Carroll provided help with some references, was able to 

answer a number of specific questions and kindly commented on an early draft. Finally Peter Dunn, Robin Hopper and 

Steve Elliott provided answers to various questions.  

This document will be updated on an annual basis and it will be made available through the Scarborough Birders website. 

Therefore I continue to welcome comments, corrections or additional records that may alter the status presented here. 

Chris G Bradshaw 
West Ayton, 8th August 2011. 

http://www.birdguides.com/


The sequence and taxonomy follows that currently ǳǎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ hǊƴƛǘƘƻƭƻƎƛǎǘΩǎ ¦ƴƛƻƴΦ 

1. Mute Swan Cygnus olor 

A fairly common resident that can be found on rivers and other water bodies throughout the area. The largest 

flocks are, predictably, recorded during the winter months with counts of up to 20 being typical. Gatherings in 

excess of 30 have been recorded on two occasions involving 32 at Willerby on 17
th

 February 2002 and 36 at 

Seamer Road Mere on 9
th

 March 2005. Evidence of coastal passage is sparse but includes a flock of 10 in off the 

sea at Scarborough on 13
th

 July 1978. 

 

2. .ŜǿƛŎƪΩǎ {ǿŀƴ Cygnus columbianus 

A scarce winter visitor and passage migrant that manages one or two records in most years, with the main 

occurrence period being November to January. The earliest autumn arrival was a flock of five at Wykeham Lakes 

on 11
th

 October 2002, whilst the largest flocks were 19 at Scalby on 18
th

 January 1972 and 24 over Sawdon on 

31
st

 December 1981. Spring migration is sometimes detected during March and the first few days of April, with 

the latest record involving a flock of three flying north-west over Scalby on 3
rd

 April 1998. 

 

3. Whooper Swan Cygnus cygnus 

A regular passage migrant and winter visitor in small numbers that has become slightly more frequent in recent 

years. The first birds usually appear during October, although the earliest arrival is one at Seamer Tip Pools on 

21
st

 ς 24
th

 September 2010. Most sightings involve small flocks passing along the coast as they head for regular 

wintering areas elsewhere. The largest counts have involved 30 in North Bay on 1
st

 November 1976 and the same 

number south over Scalby on 2
nd

 October 2009. Small numbers often linger on The Carrs during the winter 

months with the largest recorded flock being 30 grazing in fields at Willerby Carr on 7
th

 January 2001. Evidence of 

spring movement is noted in some years as birds fly north in March and early April. The latest spring date 

involved one at Scampston Park Lake on 16
th

 April 2005. 

 

4. Bean Goose Anser fabalis 

A scarce passage migrant and winter visitor between November and April. The earliest arrival date involves four 

at Cromer Point on 2
nd

 November 1976, and there are at least seven records from that month. The majority of 

birds are recorded in the first quarter, at which time Wykeham Lakes is often favoured by this species. Most 

sightings involve just a few birds, with the largest flock recorded in the area being ŀ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ нл ŀǘ IǳǊŘΩǎ tƻƴŘ 

on 25
th

 January 1996, and occurring during a significant influx of geese into the area. Birds are sometimes seen 

into March with the latest records involving one that flew in from the north-east at Scalby on 16
th

 April 1977 and 

five flying east over Irton on 16
th

 April 1981 and more recently four that flew north at Long Nab  on 18
th

 May 

2010. The latter may have been of the Taiga form, but could not be clinched as such. Almost all birds are of the 

Tundra form, but a flock of seven seen at Gristhorpe on 20
th

/21
st

 February 1993 constitutes the only record of 

wild Taiga Bean Geese for the Scarborough area (J Harwood). At the time of writing this has not been formally 

accepted by YNU. A Taiga Bean Goose seen at Burton Riggs on 30
th

 May 1980 was thought unlikely to be of wild 

origin.  

 

5. Pink-footed Goose Anser brachyrhynchus 

A regular and increasingly numerous passage migrant, with the largest numbers usually recorded during the 

autumn. The first returning migrants are usually noted from late September, with the earliest arrival being 11
th

 

September 2002. The largest numbers tend to pass through in October, although the highest autumn day total 

was of 1380 moving through on 28
th

 September 2008, part of a huge movement into the UK that day. Flocks may 

be seen moving over the area at almost any time during the winter and indeed the record movement for the 

area is 1400 north over Ravenscar on 28
th

 January 2008. Small flocks may spend part of the winter on The Carrs 

and birds often linger into March and April and there have been May records in at least seven years, the latest of 

which was two at Wykeham Lakes on 30
th

 May 2009.  

 

6. White-fronted Goose Anser albifrons 

Small numbers of this winter visitor are recorded in most years. The earliest recorded autumn migrants are two 

at Scalby Manor on 13
th

 October 2005 and a party of 10 that flew over North Bay on 19
th

 October 2002. 

However, November arrivals are more usual and single figure counts the norm. A notable influx of geese took 



place in January 1996 and it was then that the largest recorded flock, of 33, was seen at Rocks Lane, Burniston on 

20
th

. There is evidence of late winter / spring movement during late February and March in some years, with the 

latest birds being a first winter that lingered at Wykeham Lakes from 9th February to 28
th

 May 2006, one at 

Scalby on 8
th

 May 1969 and an adult flying south past Marine Drive on 24
th

 May 1975. 

 

7. Greylag Goose Anser anser 

A common resident which can be found on a number of ponds and lakes across the area. Birds of wild origin 

have been suspected of reaching the area in some years and evidence for this comes from a bird with ring  and 

neck collar at Scalby Lodge Pond 22
nd

 ς 23
rd

 April 2010, which was originally ringed in Southern Sweden in June 

2000 and had been wintering in SW Holland in 2007. The largest counts typically come from Wykeham Lakes, 

where counts of several hundred are noted in most years with the highest being ca. 700 on 8
th

 November 2009.   

8. Snow Goose Anser caerulescens 

The true status of this species is clouded by escapes and feral birds, but there is one record of a bird thought to 

be of wild origin. 

 

One flew north over Castle Hill with Pink-footed Geese on 3rd May 2005 (N W Addey). 

 

9. Canada Goose Branta canadensis 

A common resident, found on a number of ponds and lakes across the area. As with Greylag Goose the largest 

counts typically come from Wykeham Lakes where numbers fluctuate significantly, and from where the largest 

recorded count is 585 on 8
th

 October 1996. 

 

10. Barnacle Goose Branta leucopsis 

Rare up until 1952, small numbers of feral birds are now present in the area and records span all months. 

Evidence of autumn passage is marked by flocks moving through during September and October, and 

confirmation that some birds are wild is provided by sightings of birds ringed in Svalbard seen at Scalby Lodge on 

9
th

-12
th

 October 2003. Autumn movements of 30 to 70 birds have been noted in four recent years with the 

largest movement being of 108 flying north on 23
rd

 September 2003. Spring migrants are infrequent, but 60 flew 

south-east over Castle Hill 25
th

 April 1988. 

 

11. Brent Goose Branta bernicla 

Although Ψlarge numbersΩ were recorded in the area in 1920, this species was considered irregular up until 1952 

and there were no significant records prior to 1965. Since that time this species has become more frequent and 

is now recorded in small numbers annually, with both the dark-bellied bernicla and light-bellied hrota being 

seen. The first returning birds are usually noted in September with the earliest arrivals being on 1
st

 September in 

1997 and 1998. The largest numbers are noted during the autumn, with the highest day total involving 100+ on 

8
th

 November 2003. The last birds may be recorded at any time from February to April, with the latest spring bird 

being noted on 8
th

 April 1996. 

 

12. Egyptian Goose Alopochen aegyptiacus 

This introduced species has been recorded as follows. 

 

In 2002 one was at Scalby Lodge Pond on 27
th

 April (M Francis), with possibly the same 

bird at Burton Riggs on 26
th

 May (J Hewitt, J Middleton) and again at Scalby Lodge Pond 

from 27
th

 May ς 3
rd

 June (M Francis, S Wignill). 

In 2007 three were feeding at Wykeham Lakes on 7
th

 and 17
th

 July, with two different birds 

on 3
rd

 August and all five present on 10
th

 / 11
th

 August (N W Addey, S Wignill et al). 

In 2009 one was seen at Burton Riggs on 4
th

 ς 17
th

 January (Natalie Beaton et al) and one 

at Wykeham Lakes on 28
th 

- 30
th

 April (R H Appleby, S Race). 

 

13. Shelduck Tadorna tadorna 



Small numbers may be seen in almost any month. Although there were no recorded breeding attempts prior to 

1965, a few pairs now attempt to breed in most years. Coastal movements are observed in most years, but 

numbers are small and day totals rarely exceed 20. The largest recorded movements are 42 past Marine Drive on 

5
th

 Nov 1982 and 57 south past Marine Drive 19
th

 July 1983. 

 

14. Mandarin Duck Aix galericulata 

A recent colonist with the first brood found as recently as 2005 at Mowthorpe. The main population is 

concentrated in the Troutsdale / Hackness area, where birds may be found throughout the year, although they 

can be somewhat erratic in their appearances. The largest count is 38 at Hackness on 30
th

 November 2007. There 

are a few records away from this core area, with birds seen at Scalby Mills, Cloughton, Seamer Road Mere and 

Cayton Carr. 

 

15. Wigeon Anas penelope 

Most easily seen at Scalby Mills, where the largest numbers congregate, this species can be seen on almost any 

water body during the winter months. Peak winter numbers at Scalby Mills/North Bay have varied between 195 

and 1090, with the latter count on 30
th

 December 2010. Wintering birds depart during the late winter and early 

spring period wiǘƘ ŦŜǿ ǊŜƳŀƛƴƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ !ǇǊƛƭ ƻǊ aŀȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜǎǘ aŀȅ ōƛǊŘ ōŜƛƴƎ ƻƴŜ ŀǘ IǳǊŘΩǎ tƻƴŘ ƻƴ нн
nd

 May 

1996. There have been at least two June records and early returning autumn migrants are sometimes recorded 

in July. The main autumn coastal movements usually commence in August and day totals in excess of 100 are 

recorded in most years. There have been six movements in excess of 200, the largest of which was 365 flying 

north at Burniston on 17
th

 September 1977. 

 

16. American Wigeon Anas americana 

This Nearctic species is a rare vagrant to our area with just two records which, predictably, were both seen with 

the Wigeon flock at Scalby Mills. 

 

An eclipse drake at Scalby Mills on 4
th

 ς 7
th

 October 2002 (J Middleton, D Poyser et al) was also 

seen at Scalby Lodge Pond on 16
th

 October (M Francis). 

A female was at Scalby Mills on 13
th

 ς 17
th

 January 2003 (R H Appleby, I Austin, M Francis, D 

Bywater). 

 

17. Gadwall Anas strepera 

Prior to 1952 this species was considered rare, but following an increase in numbers across the county during the 

мфслΩǎ (a result of releases by wildfowlers), small numbers are now resident in the area. The most favoured sites 

are Scampston Park Lake and Seamer Road Mere with the highest recorded count being 75 at the former 

location on 11
th

 November 1997. It is rarely observed during coastal wildfowl movements. A published count of 

139 at Scalby Lodge Pond on 31
st

 December 2007 was erroneous. 

 

18. Teal Anas crecca 

A common winter visitor and passage migrant occurring where suitable habitat exists and often exploiting areas 

of temporary flooding. Such temporary habitats have attracted some of the largest concentrations recorded in 

the area, with 516 on flood waters at Willerby Carr on 29
th

 August 2004 being the largest count in recent years. 

Birds are infrequently recorded after mid May although there are occasional June sightings and breeding has 

been proven on at least one occasion ς a nest with 8 eggs found at May Moss on 8
th

 June 1977. Significant 

coastal movements are noted in most years, with birds regularly seen on migration from July until early winter, 

with a clear peak in August and September. The largest recorded movement is of 760 moving north on 15
th

 

August 1999 and there have been three other movements in excess of 300.  

 

19. Mallard Anas platyrhynchos 

A common resident throughout the area with the largest concentrations predictably recorded during the winter 

months and small numbers seen on passage along the coast.  The most favoured sites include Wykeham Lakes, 

Seamer Road Mere and Scampston Park Lake. The largest count is of 320 at Wykeham Lakes on 17
th

 January 

2003. Movements along the coast tend to be small and rarely reach double figures on any one day, so the 

movement of 201 past Marine Drive on 2
nd

 November 1995 is truly exceptional. 



 

20. Pintail Anas acuta 

An uncommon passage migrant and winter visitor that can appear on almost any water body across the area. 

Single figure counts are the norm, so 10 at Wykeham South Lake on 19
th

 September 2008 and 17 at Allerston Loft 

Marishes on 5
th

 March 2011 are notable. Small flocks are recorded moving along the coast in most years, with 

single figure tallies being typical. The exception to this is the movement of 41 past Long Nab on 10
th

 September 

2000. 

 

21. Garganey Anas querquedula 

An almost annual spring migrant with most records referring to one or two birds, the exception being 3 males 

and a female at Marishes in March 1948. Most sightings are in April or May, but the earliest recorded arrival date 

is of one at Scalby Beck on 19
th

 March 1996. Autumn records are less regular, and the latest sighting is one at 

Scalby Lodge Pond on 7
th

 October 2001. 

 

22. Shoveler Anas clypeata 

An uncommon bird in our area with most counts being in single-figures. Most birds are recorded during the 

autumn and winter, but breeding has been suspected on at least one occasion. There have been few double 

figure counts in recent years, so 22 at Binnington Carr on 29
th

 August 2004 is noteworthy. Small numbers are 

sometimes recorded moving along the coast with, by some margin, the largest single movement being 40 

heading south over Scalby Lodge Farm on 27
th

 September 1997. 

 

23. Red-crested Pochard Netta rufina 

A rare visitor with five records involving six birds. Records of this species are often suspected to be of dubious 

origin, but the records listed here could be considered to have reasonable credentials. 

 

A female was at Seamer Road Mere 18
th

 to 26
th

 November 1974. 

A female / juvenile at Peasholm Park on 5
th

 October 1975 (M Francis et al). 

A female at Throxenby Mere 30
th

 September to 16
th

 October 1977 (M Francis et al). 

hƴŜ ŦƭŜǿ ƴƻǊǘƘ ǿƛǘƘ ŦƻǳǊ aŀƭƭŀǊŘǎ ŀǘ WŀŎƪǎƻƴΩǎ .ŀȅ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ŦƭȅƛƴƎ ǎƻǳǘƘ-east out of the bay on 

29
th

 September 1995 (M Francis). 

Two juveniles / females were seen at Scalby Mills on 28
th

 November 2002 (R H Appleby, I 

Austin). 

 

24. Pochard Aythya ferina 

An uncommon winter visitor and passage migrant with Wykeham Lakes the most favoured site and host to the 

largest numbers. Peak winter counts of up to 74 have been recorded in most recent winters, with three figures 

reached in two recent winters: 118 on 9
th

 December 1995 and 17th December 1998 and 156 on 22
nd

 January 

1999. 120 were counted at Seamer Road Mere on 21
st

 November 1993. Coastal passage is occasionally noted, 

but numbers are very small. Summer records are unusual, but a pair bred at Throxenby Mere in 1936 (W J 

Clarke). 

 

25. Ring-necked Duck Aythya collaris 

A rare vagrant with a single record from a slightly surprising location. 

 

An adult drake was at Scalby Mills on 18
th

 January 2003 (R H Appleby, P Willey et al). 

 

26. Ferruginous Duck Aythya nyroca 

A regular visitor to the UK, this species has been recorded on just one occasion. 

 

One at Scampston Park Lake 7
th

 October 1962 (YNU report, no observer details). 

 

27. Tufted Duck Aythya fuligula 

Widespread and present throughout the year, the largest counts are predictably recorded during the winter 

months. Scampston Park Lake, Peasholm Park, Seamer Road Mere are responsible for most of the larger counts 



with winter maxima ranging between 40 and 83. Coastal passage is recorded during the autumn when single 

figure counts are the norm, with a flock of 25 flying north past Long Nab on 11
th

 September 1997 being the 

largest movement on record. Small numbers breed annually with breeding proven from a number of sites. 

 

 

28. Scaup Aythya marila 

Although most records are during the expected autumn and winter periods, this species has occurred in every 

month. Surprisingly perhaps there have been July sightings in five recent years, but records are most frequent in 

the late autumn and early winter. The largest count recorded in the area is 200-300 present in North Bay in 

February-March 1947. January 1979 saw a sizeable influx to the Yorkshire coast during which period there were 

пу ŀǘ WŀŎƪǎƻƴΩǎ .ŀȅ ƻƴ мо
th

 with 72 there on 21
st

 and 80 in Cornelian Bay 14
th

. More recently, all counts have 

been in single figures with the exception of 12 south past Cromer Point on 8
th

 November 2003 and 11 at 

WŀŎƪǎƻƴΩǎ .ŀȅ ƻƴ мт
th

 January 1987. 

 

29. Eider Somateria mollissima 

Small numbers may be seen at almost any time of the year with birds lingering in the area rarely exceeding 20. 

Records away from the coast are most unusual, but this species has been seen at Burton Riggs. Movements 

along the coast are noted in most years with the largest numbers passing in October and November. There are 

four movements in excess of 140, the largest of which involved 190 on 10
th

 November 2001. 

  

30. Long-tailed Duck Clangula hyemalis 

Primarily a scarce late autumn passage migrant and rare winter visitor with a handful of records in most years. 

The majority of records involve small numbers during September to January, with a clear peak in late October 

and November, during which period the largest movements have been recorded past Marine Drive: 15 flew 

south on both 26
th

 and 27
th

 October 1988, 13 flew north on 9
th

 November 2001 and 12 flew north on 2
nd

 

November 1995. 12 were seen in South Bay on 9
th

 February 1980. Remarkable numbers were seen in 1973 when 

Cornelian Bay hosted six on 27
th

 October, rising to eight on 4
th

 November, 11 on 9
th
ς20

th
 November, 13 on 22

nd
-

27
th

 November and 14 on 28
th

 November. Records at other times of the year are unusual but have involved a 

female off Marine Drive on 18
th

 March 2008, a drake ŀǘ ά{ŎŀǊōƻǊƻǳƎƘέ ƻƴ мл
th

 April 1977, one in Cornelian Bay 

on 30
th

 April 1992 and a drake in the harbour from at least 24
th

 May to 2
nd

 June and again on 14
th

 June 2004. A 

pair were ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀ ŀǘ WŀŎƪǎƻƴΩǎ .ŀȅ ƻƴ мн
th

 June 1999 and singles were seen at Seamer Road Mere on 25
th

 July 

1983 and flying north past Marine Drive on 15
th

 July 1988. Records away from the coast are unusual, but the 

species has been recorded at Burton Riggs and Wykeham Lakes. 

 

31. Common Scoter Melanitta nigra 

This species is a common passage migrant with regular movements evident from mid-March to May and July 

until November, although the break between spring and autumn movements is difficult to detect in some years. 

The peak movements each year typically number 150 to 300, but the largest counts involve 868 on 3
rd

 November 

1995 and 1165 north past Scalby Mills on 20
th

 July 2010. It is scarce during the winter months with counts usually 

in single figures and rarely exceeding 30. Occasionally birds appear away from the coast, at Wykeham Lakes for 

example. 

  

32. Surf Scoter Melanitta perspicillata 

This North American species is a rare vagrant to the area with just two records. 

 

A drake initially seen at Burniston Bay on 26
th

 September 1997 (A Ford) drifted south and 

settled in South Bay until 1
st

 October (D J Prest, I Austin, N C Dawtry, R N Hopper et al). 

A drake flew north off Marine Drive on 10
th

 September 2001 (R H Appleby). 

 

33. Velvet Scoter Melanitta fusca 

Primarily an uncommon autumn passage migrant and rare winter visitor, with the first migrants appearing in July 

or August in some years, but with most records during October and November. The majority of sightings relate 

to birds moving past Long Nab or Marine Drive and day totals rarely break single figures, with the largest counts 

being 12 north past Marine Drive on 24
th

 October 1991 and 17 past Marine Drive on 25
th

 September 2004. A 



notable series of records from Cornelian Bay in the winter of 1975/76 involve 16 on 22
nd

 November, with 22 

there in December and 19-27 through January until late February. 22 were seen in the same area on the 1
st

 

January 1977. Spring records are most unusual and involve a female at Scalby Lodge Pond on 18
th

 April 2000 and 

two north past Long Nab on 2
nd

 May 2010. 

 

34. Goldeneye Bucephala clangula 

A regular winter visitor and passage migrant in small numbers, this species can be fairly readily found on deeper 

water bodies in the area.  The first autumn migrants usually appear in September or October, but August birds 

have occurred in three recent years and the earliest being three south past Cromer Point on 21
st

 July 1997. The 

largest movements take place during October or November and in most years do not exceed 50. However, larger 

movements are sometimes recorded and there are two day totals in excess of 75 with a further four in excess of 

100. 124 went north past Long Nab on 26
th

 November 1978, 104 passed Marine Drive on 5
th

 November 1982, 

109 flew north past Marine Drive on 2
nd

 November 1995 and 118 flew south on 3
rd

 November 1998. 60 were 

seen along the coast between Burniston and Scalby on 10
th

-15
th

 November 1977 and 70 were on the sea at 

WŀŎƪǎƻƴΩǎ .ŀȅ ƻƴ т
th

 November 1981 and in North Bay off Scalby Mills on 7
th

 November 1992. In the spring birds 

linger well into April in most years, with two recent May sightings, the latest of which is two at Wykeham Lakes 

on 25
th

 May 2000.  

 

35. Smew Megellus albellus 

A rare winter visitor with at least 21 records probably relating to 24 individuals, with records spanning the period 

28
th

 October to 1
st

 May. Most records are from Wykeham Lakes or Seamer Road Mere, but it has also been 

recorded at Burton Riggs. Records of a female, first seen in the harbour on 29
th

 January 1996 and present at 

Seamer Road Mere in the first quarters of 1996, 1997 and 1998 are thought likely to relate to the same returning 

bird. Occasional birds are noted along the coast with a female at Peasholm Lake in March 1954, a drake in 

Burniston Bay on 8
th

 January 1979, one at Scalby Lodge Pond on 20
th
ς23

rd
 and 27

th
/28

th
 December 2007 and a 

redhead flying south past Marine Drive on 1
st

 November 2008. 

 

36. Red-breasted Merganser Mergus serrator 

Primarily an uncommon winter visitor and passage migrant, but odd birds maybe encountered at any time of the 

year. Most sightings are of just a few birds with larger flocks of 10 at Scalby Mills on 28
th

 October 1995, eight at 

Cornelian Bay on 26
th

 WŀƴǳŀǊȅ мффт ŀƴŘ WŀŎƪǎƻƴΩǎ .ŀȅ ƻƴ нм
st

 August 2001. A variable coastal passage peaks in 

October with the largest totals being 13 north past Marine Drive on 2
nd

 November 1995, 19 north past Long Nab 

on 12
th

 October 1997 and 22 north past Marine Drive on 4
th

 November 1990. 

 

37. Goosander Mergus merganser 

Most frequently seen during the winter months when small numbers may be seen on the deeper lakes and 

ponds in the area. Numbers are usually small, but larger influxes occasionally take place, notably in January 1997 

when the largest flocks of recent years involved 15 at Seamer Road Mere on 25
th

 and 13 at Lakeside Lodge, 

Rillington on 13
th

. Small numbers are noted moving along the coast in most years, with the largest counts 

including мо ǎƻǳǘƘ ƻǾŜǊ WŀŎƪǎƻƴΩǎ .ŀȅ ƻƴ нм
st

 August 1998 and 16 flying north over Castle Hill on 3
rd

 October 

1999. 

 

38. Ruddy Duck Oxyura jamaicensis 

It is not clear when the first area record was, but up to three pairs bred at Wykeham Lakes between 1996 and 

1999 and this is the species stronghold in the area, although birds have been seen at Burton Riggs, Seamer Road 

Mere and Scalby Lodge Pond. Since 2000 it has become a less frequent visitor and this trend is likely to continue 

given the continuing programme to eradicate this species from the UK. 

 

39. Red Grouse Lagopus lagopus 

An under-recorded species, but small numbers are resident on the moorlands in the north of the area, with a 

population of 20-30 birds estimated during surveys of Fylingdales Moor in 2010. There is an unusual lowland 

record of three at Burniston Tip 21
st

 January 1978 (R H Appleby) and one was at Castle Hill on 1
st

 May 1983 (I 

Glaves). 

 



40. Black Grouse Tetrao tetrix 

Two records in 2003 appear to be the first confirmed records from the Scarborough Birders recording area. 

 

A male at Ravenscar on 6
th

 March 2003 (L. Westmoreland, J Westmoreland). 

Three at Fylingdales on 17
th

 March 2003 (J Kalkowski). 

 

41. Red-legged Partridge Alectoris rufa 

A common and widespread resident of farmland, although numbers are supplemented by releases. 

  

42. Grey Partridge Perdix perdix 

A widespread resident of farmland, but not so frequently encountered as the previous species. 

 

43. Quail Coturnix coturnix 

A scarce summer visitor in small but varying numbers with most birds appearing in June and July. The earliest 

record is of a calling bird at Ayton Carrs on 27
th

 April 1975. There have been May records in several years with 

one on 3
rd

 May 2004 being an unusual sighting involving a bird at Marine Drive that had come from the direction 

of the sea and landed at the base of the Castle Cliffs. An unusually large influx took place in 2011 when birds 

could be heard calling on several farms in The Carrs between May and August. Calling birds may be recorded well 

into August and, at this time and into September, migrants are occasionally flushed from the coastal strip, with 

the latest record, one at Long Nab on 25
th

 September 2005 involving such a sighting.  

 

44. Pheasant Phasianus colchicus 

A very common resident, with significant numbers being released for shooting. 

 

45. Red-throated Diver Gavia stellata 

Primarily a fairly common winter visitor and passage migrant, although birds may be encountered in any month. 

Typical winter counts in recent years have been around 10-15, although birds maybe found anywhere along the 

coast and larger numbers may be recorded moving between feeding areas. In recent years the largest counts 

have been recorded at Long Nab and Marine Drive during early spring and autumn, when birds are on the move. 

Regular counts of up to 50 are not unusual and there have been larger movements on three occasions at this 

season. There are eight movements in excess of 100, and these have all occurred in the December to February 

period and include 162 north past Marine Drive on 26
th

 January 1977 and 274 north past Marine Drive on 14
th

 

January 1978. Occasional birds may appear at inland sites, with Seamer Road Mere and Burton Riggs having 

hosted this species. 

 

46. Black-throated Diver Gavia arctica 

In 1954 this species was regarded as a rare visitor, but had become more regular by 1965. It can now be 

described as scarce passage migrant and winter visitor usually during September to March, although there have 

been records as early as 18
th

 July and late spring birds recorded as late as 11
th

 May. Seven records in a year is 

about average, with most sightings referring to singletons, but sometimes reaching four on a single day. In this 

context the numbers recorded in 1977 and 1978 are quite exceptional. In 1977 18 flew north off Marine Drive on 

26
th

 January, whilst 17 flew north on 11
th

 February. In 1978 16 flew north past Burniston on 18
th

 January with 39 

north past the same site on 26
th

 January, and a further nine sat on the sea on the latter date (M Francis). Almost 

all records are from the coast, but occasional birds are seen at inland locations with Seamer Road Mere, Burton 

Riggs and Wykeham Lakes all having been visited by this species. 

 

47. Great Northern Diver Gavia immer 

Primarily recorded as a winter visitor and passage migrant, there have been records of this species in all months 

of the year. It occurs with a similar frequency to Black-throated Diver, around seven records in a year being fairly 

typical. Generally sightings refer to just one or two birds. However, the largest congregation is six storm-driven 

birds seen sheltering in Burniston Bay on 21
st

 February 1996, whilst six flew past Long Nab on 18
th

 January 1978 

and five flew north at the same site on 12
th

 November 2007. Most birds are seen during the August to March 

period, with a peak in October and November, but one was in Scarborough Harbour on 3
rd

 April 1962 and there 

have been May records in at least three years. There are single records in June and July; both were birds in 



breeding plumage and flying north - at Long Nab on 3
rd

 June 2001 and Marine Drive on 25
th

 July 2005. Away from 

the coast one was present at Seamer Road Mere on 2
nd

 ς 12
th

 January 1972. 

 

48. White-billed Diver Gavia adamsii 

This arctic species is a very rare visitor with seven records which are detailed below. 

 

One Scarborough Harbour 29
th

 February ς 2
nd

 March 1916 

One found dead at South Bay on 30
th

 January 1952. 

One on the sea off Marine Drive on 3
rd

 January 1982 (R H Appleby, M Williams). 

One found dead at Cornelian Bay on 16
th

 October 1994 (B Cockerill, J R Mather). 

One found dead at North Bay on 4
th

 February 2003 (per B Cockerill). 

One at Cloughton Wyke on 8
th

 February 2003 (D Bywater et al). 

One flew south past Long Nab on 29
th

 October 2008 (N W Addey). 

 

49. Fulmar Fulmarus glacialis 

9ŀǊƭȅ ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎ ƻŦ ōǊŜŜŘƛƴƎ ŎƻƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ мфплΩǎΣ ǿƛǘƘ /ƭƻǳƎƘǘƻƴ ²ȅƪŜΣ /ŀǎǘƭŜ /ƭƛŦŦ ŀƴŘ DǊƛǎǘƘƻǊǇŜ ƘƻǎǘƛƴƎ ōƛǊŘǎ 

by 1949. It is now a fairly common resident and passage migrant with good numbers breeding along the cliffs in 

the area. A count of nests between Rocky Point and Scalby Mills totalled 69 in 2010, compared with 80 along the 

same stretch in 2000. Counts of birds moving offshore regularly exceed a few hundred, with the largest 

movements involving 960 north in one hour at Marine Drive on 31
st

 December 1994, 1026 past Marine Drive on 

29
th

 August 1996, 1100 north past Marine Drive in 3.5 hours on 19
th

 December 1979 and at least 1800 north past 

Long Nab on 10
th

 September 2001. There are occasional records of blue phase birds, but these are not annual. 

Inland records include two over Thornton le Dale in May 1942, one at Eller Beck on 5
th

 May 1980 and one at 

Burton Riggs on 4
th

 June 1980. 

 

50. /ƻǊȅΩǎ {ƘŜŀǊǿŀǘŜǊ Calonectris diomedea 

A rare autumn migrant in July to September, with a total of 24 birds recorded passing Long Nab or Marine Drive 

on 20 dates since 1968. It has become almost annual in recent years with most records during August, and 

records spanning the period 7
th

 July (in 2001) to 23
rd

 September (in 2002). 

 

51. Great Shearwater Puffinus gravis 

A very rare autumn migrant with eight records involving 12 individuals in the period 8
th

 August to 11
th

 

September. Of these three records (involving five individuals) were in the impressive influx of this species into 

the North Sea in 2007. 

 

One past Marine Drive on 28
th

 August 1976 (R H Appleby). 

Three past Marine Drive on 29
th

 August 1976 (D J Britton, R H Appleby). 

One flew north past Long Nab on 3
rd

 September 2000 (J Hewitt, S Wignill). 

One flew north past Long Nab on 27
th

 August 2002 (J Hewitt). 

One flew north past Long Nab on 8
th

 August 2005 (N W Addey). 

One flew north past Long Nab on 30
th

 August 2007 (N W Addey). 

One flew north past Long Nab on 10
th

 September 2007 (D Bywater, S Hey). 

Three flew north past Long Nab on 11
th

 September 2007 (N W Addey, D Bywater, S Hey), with 

one of these also being seen flying past Marine Drive (S Wignill). 

 

52. Sooty Shearwater Puffinus griseus 

A regular autumn passage migrant in variable numbers, with the first birds usually appearing in July or early 

August, the earliest being a single past Long Nab on 8
th

 July 2005  (the same year also provided the largest 

movement and latest date). In some years the largest movements can barely break double figures, but 

movements of 80 or more have been recorded in nine recent years, with the two largest movements relating to 

an amazing 1256 past Long Nab on 22
nd

 September 2002 and 1415 past Long Nab on 16
th

 September 2005. As 

the peak movements demonstrate, the largest numbers are consistently recorded in September, with the last 

birds often recorded as late as November and the latest of these was one past Long Nab on 27 November 2005. 



There are three mid-winter records: OƴŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ά{ŎŀǊōƻǊƻǳƎƘέ on 28
th

 January 1978, one north past Marine Drive 

on 20
th

 December 1979 and one south past the same site on 2
nd

 January 1986. 

 

53. Manx Shearwater Puffinus puffinus 

This species was considered rare up until 1954, but can now be termed a fairly common summer visitor that 

occurs offshore in reasonable numbers throughout the summer and early autumn period. The first sightings are 

normally noted in late April or May, with the earliest arrival being on one ƻŦŦ ά{ŎŀǊōƻǊƻǳƎƘέ ƻƴ с
th

 March 1976. 

Small double figure counts may be noted at any time from May until September, with counts over a hundred not 

unusual. The largest counts have been 802 past Marine Drive on 18
th

 August 1979, 972 flying south past Marine 

Drive on 3
rd

 August 1984 and 1514 north past Marine Drive on 1
st

 August 1978. Odd birds may be seen into 

October or early November and there is a handful of December to February records as follows.  One off 

ά{ŎŀǊōƻǊƻǳƎƘέ on 29
th

 December 1978, two north past Scalby Mills on 7
th

 January 1980, two north past Marine 

Drive on 10
th

 January 1981, one north past Marine Drive on 26
th

 January 1985 and three north past Scalby Mills 

on 12
th

 February 1983. An unusual inland record involves a bird picked up at Allerston on 17
th

 Sept 1987 and 

released at Filey on two days later. 

 

54. Balearic Shearwater Puffinus mauretanicus 

A scarce visitor to the area during the late summer and autumn with most birds usually seen at Long Nab or 

Marine Drive.  In most years records are concentrated in August and early September, but records span 23
rd

 June 

to 20
th

 October, with a late bird past Long Nab on 28
th

 November 2009 (N W Addey). Most sightings relate to 

single birds but larger numbers include five north past Cromer Point on 11
th

 July 1995, four north past Marine 

Drive on 23
rd

 September 2008 and three north past Long Nab on 24
th

 September 2004. There is an unusual 

record of one procured near the Castle foot on 4
th

 February 1899. 

 

55. Storm Petrel Hydrobates pelagicus 

A rare visitor with 26 records involving 35 birds, falling in the period 20
th

 June to 19
th

 November.  The number of 

records has been significantly boosted by July ringing sessions in 1995 (four ringed), 2006 (three ringed) and 

2010 (four ringed), 2011 (three ringed).  

 

56. [ŜŀŎƘΩǎ tŜǘǊŜƭ Oceanodroma leucorhoa 

Principally a rare autumn migrant with sightings on just 11 occasions involving 20 birds. The dated records fall in 

the period 18
th

 July (trapped) to 20
th

 November. There is an unusual record of one in March. 

 

Two were recorded in North Bay November 1901 (W J Clarke). 

Two were found dead in Pickering during the wreck of October 1952 (R M Garnett). 

One was seen feeding close inshore off the harbour on 20
th

 November 1971 (F J Thomson, R H Appleby). 

One flew past Marine Drive on 29
th

 October 1989 (D Bywater). 

An exceptional five flew south past Marine Drive and one went south past Long Nab on 14
th

 September 

1993 (R H Appleby et al).  

Two flew north at Long Nab on 31
st

 August 1996 (G Lindley, J Hewitt). 

  One was off Scalby Mills on 9
th

 March 1999 (R H Appleby). 

One flew south past Long Nab on 24
th

 September 2004 (N W Addey, D Bywater, S Wignill). 

Two singles flew north on 18
th

 September 2007 (N W Addey). 

One flew south at Long Nab on 2
nd

 November 2008 (N W Addey). 

One was trapped at Long Nab on 18
th

 July 2010 (D Bowes et al).  

 

57. Gannet Morus bassanus 

A common bird that occurs in large numbers in most months of the year, but is usually rather scarce and often 

difficult to find during the winter period.  Large movements in excess of 1000 are not unusual with the largest 

counts usually being recorded in September. The three highest recorded totals involved 3348 past Marine Drive 

on 9
th

 September 1996, a combined total from Long Nab and Marine Drive of 2950 on 10
th

 September 2001 and 

2459 north past Long Nab on 13
th

 September 1996.  

 

58. Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo 



A fairly common resident that also occurs as a passage migrant, with regular southerly movements of 20 to 50 

recorded during August to October. Small numbers nest at Ravenscar, where the species was formerly more 

numerous, with for example 32 nests there in 1975, but just five nests in 2009. A bird ringed at Inverbervie in 

Scotland was seen in the harbour on 28
th

 October 2009. Some individuals showing characteristics associated with 

the continental subspecies sinensis have been identified in the area.  

 

59. Shag Phalacrocorax aristotelis 

Most sightings are between August and May, with midsummer birds being rather scarce. Counts of up to 15 or 

20 are not unusual, but larger numbers can sometimes be seen flying past Long Nab or Marine Drive. Typically 

these counts refer to movements of 10 to 40 birds, but an impressive 154 moved past Long Nab (mostly south) 

on 10
th

 November 2001 ŀƴŘ ул ǿŜǊŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀ άƻŦŦ {ŎŀǊōƻǊƻǳƎƘέ ƻƴ нс
th

 February 1977. Inland it has been 

recorded at Wykeham Lakes on one occasion. A bird ringed on the island of Inchmickery, Firth of Forth on 10
th

 

June 2009 was seen off Marine Drive on 25
th

 January 2011. 

 

60. Bittern Botaurus stellaris 

A rare and irregular visitor which has appeared in the area on just 12 occasions. 

 

An adult found alive in the cemetery on 24
th

 December 1936 was released at Seamer Road 

Mere, where it spent several days before disappearing. 

One was seen at Seamer on 13
th

 January 1938. 

One was at Throxenby Mere on 25
th

 October 1978 (M Francis). 

One at Cayton Carrs on 22
nd

 November 1981 (A Devitt). 

One at Folkton and Flixton Carrs from 7
th

 November to 17
th

 December 1983 (W A Clark, M 

Francis et al) 

One at Ellerburn Fish Ponds on 16
th

 December 1995 (S Elliot, J Fletcher et al per D Jardine). 

One at Wykeham Lakes on 1
st

 August 1997 (R H Appleby). 

One at Wykeham Lakes on 11
th

 ς 12
th

 October 2002 (R H Appleby, J Welburn). 

One at Wykeham Estate on 17
th

 March 2004 (R H Appleby, P Willey et al). 

An injured bird was picked up by workmen at The Sands, North Bay on 25
th

 September 

2009, but due to a broken leg and poor condition it had to be put down. 

One at Burton Riggs on 18
th

 January 2010 was relocated on 1
st

 February but sadly later 

found dead on 12
th

 (T Hobson et al). Upon examination it was found to be an adult male 

and had died of starvation. 

One was seen at Seamer Road Mere on 27
th

 and 31
st

 January 2011. 

 

61. Little Bittern Ixobrychus minutus 

There are three historical records that remain accepted, but the winter occurrence of two of the birds is 

remarkable by modern standards. 

 

An immature female was shot at Seamer Road Mere in August 1863 (W W Boulton). 

An adult female was obtained at Scalby Beck on 25
th

 February 1879 (E V Thompson). 

hƴŜ ǿŀǎ ǇƛŎƪŜŘ ǳǇ ƭƻƴƎ ŘŜŀŘ ΨƴŜŀǊ {ŎŀǊōƻǊƻǳƎƘΩ ƻƴ т
th

 January 1902. 

   

62. Black-crowned Night-heron Nycticorax nycticorax 

There is one accepted record for the area. 

 

A second-summer was seen at Hilla Green, Hackness on 24
th

 May 1990 (G L Batten, J 

Giggal, C Sollit et al). 

  

63. Little Egret Egretta garzetta 

The first record for the area was at Burton Riggs on 27
th

 May 1973 (R H Appleby, W A Clark), with the second at 

the same location on 12
th

-13
th

 June 1982. One flew south at Scarborough on 9
th

 May 1990, but there were no 

further records until 1995, since which time it has become an increasingly regular visitor with a minimum of 45 

birds having been recorded to the end of 2010. There are clear peaks of occurrence in May and August, but 



records span March to December, although there have been no October birds. Most sightings relate to single 

birds, but six at Holbeck on 25
th

 August 2007 is by far the largest flock so far recorded. With continuing increases 

in the UK population, it is reasonable to expect numbers reaching the area to do likewise. 

 

64. Great White Egret Ardea alba 

A rare vagrant with just a single record from the area. This species is being recorded with increasing frequency in 

the UK and thus we can perhaps expect further birds to grace our area. 

 

One at Long Nab on 1
st

 September 2008 (N W Addey, D Mansell). 

 

65. Grey Heron Ardea cinerea 

A widespread and fairly common resident with a few birds are recorded moving along the coast during the 

autumn in most years. Peak counts rarely exceed 15, so 25 at Ellerburn Banks on 14
th

 September 2009 is notable. 

Breeding regularly takes place at Scampston Park and formerly at Ellerburn Bank. 32 nesting pairs were present 

in the area in 1985 when there were 20 nests at Scampston, three at Spikers Hill and nine Ellerburn. 

 

66. Purple Heron Ardea purpurea 

A very rare visitor with just two accepted records in our area. 

 

One at Seamer Road Mere 14
th

 May 1981 (T M England, F Nendrick, F A Wilson-Whitford). 

A second year bird was at IǳǊŘΩǎ Pond on 20
th

 June 1995 (M Francis et al). 

 

67. Black Stork Ciconia nigra 

A rare vagrant with three records. 

 

An adult at Dalby Forest on 9
th

 June 1991 (J G Sigsworth, D G Storey, et al). 

An adult at Wykeham Forest on 19
th

 June 1995 (A B Devitt). 

One flew over the Wykeham Raptor Viewpoint on 23
rd

 May 2006 (A Ashforth). 

 

68. White Stork Ciconia ciconia 

A rare but regular visitor to the UK, but the provenance of records in Yorkshire in particular is blighted by the 

presence of free flying birds at Harewood House near Leeds. Some recent records of ringed birds have been 

excluded, but the six records listed seem to have reasonable credentials and have been given the benefit of the 

doubt.  

 

One was found dead in the sea off Peasholm on 8
th

 April 1888. 

One was seen at Scarborough on 13
th

 April 1990 (P Chambers), with possibly the same over 

North Cliff Golf Club on 22
nd

 April (no observer details available).  

One was at Cayton Carrs on 28
th

 March 1999, with possibly the same bird flying NW over Old 

Scarborough tip on 28
th

 April (D Bywater, M Francis). 

One near Ebberston on 26
th
ς28

th
 January 2007 was considered to be wary (T Hobson et al). 

One was photographed as it flew south-west over Scalby Mills on 25
th

 December 2009 (M 

Reeder). 

Two flew north at the Wykeham Raptor Viewpoint on 23
rd

 May 2010 (K Dutton). 

 

69. Spoonbill Platalea leucorodia 

Rare visitor with five records involving six birds. 

 

One flew over Scarborough Harbour on 20
th

 July 1975. 

hƴŜ ŀǘ IǳǊŘΩǎ tƻƴŘ нс
th

 July 1983 (C Gillings, P J Dunn et al). 

Two first summer birds flew south over Long Nab and Cromer Point on 6
th

 June (J Hewitt, P 

Senior, G M Lindley, S Wignill). 

A first summer was at Scalby Lodge Pond on 24
th

 May 2006 (M Francis). 



An adult was at Scalby Lodge Pond on 17
th

 May 2009 (M Francis, N W Addey, S Wignill, R N 

Hopper). 

 

70. Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis 

A fairly common and widespread resident present on lakes and rivers in the area, with regular breeding at 

Wykeham Lakes, Burton Riggs and The Carrs. Low double-figure counts are typical.  Four on the sea off Marine 

Drive on 10
th

 September 1966 was unusual. 

 

71. Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus 

An uncommon resident that winters in small numbers along the coast with peak counts not exceeding 15. 

Breeding was not recorded prior to 1965, but has taken place at Wykeham Lakes regularly since 1991 and Burton 

Riggs since 1994. Breeding also takes place at Seamer Road Mere. 

 

72. Red-necked Grebe Podiceps grisegena 

The modern day status of this species is that of a rare winter visitor with just a few records in most years. There 

have been records in all months from July to May and most sightings refer to one or two birds. Scarborough 

Harbour has hosted the largest groups with four there on 11
th

 March 1979 and three on 23
rd

 February 1979 and 

22
nd

-31
st

 December 1995. However this is small beer indeed when compared to the 27 that were shot in the 

area, during a period of hard weather in the second half of January 1891. An interesting record involves an adult 

and juvenile at Seamer Road Mere on 11
th
ς28

th
 October 2002. Most sightings refer to birds offshore, but lakes in 

the area host occasional individuals with in addition to Seamer Road Mere, Burton Riggs and Wykeham Lakes 

having been graced by this attractive species. 

 

73. Slavonian Grebe Podiceps auritus 

A less than annual winter visitor in very small numbers with most records involving just one to three birds. The 

earliest autumn arrival is one flying north at Scalby Ness on 23
rd

 September 2002 with the latest at Peasholm 

Park on 4
th

-8
th

 April 1955 and Long Nab on 26
th

 April 1998. There was an excellent series of records in the first 

quarter of 1997, when an influx that began in January with a single in Cornelian Bay on 8
th

 and seven in North 

Bay on the 19
th

 peaked on the 25
th

 and 26
th

 with an amazing 15 between Cloughton and Cayton Bay on the 

former date and 19 between North Bay and Cayton Bay on the latter date. Away from the coast the only record 

is from Burton Riggs. 

 

74. Black-necked Grebe Podiceps nigricollis 

A rare visitor with just 12 records from our area. 

 

One at Scarborough Harbour in January 1939. 

One at Marishes in January 1939 (R M Garnett). 

One South Bay in January 1950 (A J Wallis). 

One South Bay on 8
th

 March 1976 (M Francis). 

One at Seamer Road Mere on 5
th

 to 8
th

 October 1980 (R N Hopper, M Francis). 

hƴŜ ά{ŎŀǊōƻǊƻǳƎƘέ ƻƴ м
st

, 9
th

, 10
th

 March 1985 (M Francis). 

One in Scarborough Harbour on 9
th

 to 14
th

 April 1988(A J Wallis, M Francis). 

One on the sea off Marine Drive on 5
th

 December 1991 (R H Appleby). 

One picked up in Scarborough town on 31
st

 December 1993 was later released (R H Appleby). 

One on the sea off Marine Drive on 6
th

 January 1995 (R H Appleby). 

hƴŜ άƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀέ ƻƴ н
nd

 February 1996 (M Francis). 

One flew past Marine Drive on 9
th

 August 1999. 

  

75. Honey-buzzard Pernis apivorus 

A summer visitor first confirmed as a breeding species in 1976, and with one or two pairs breeding in most years. 

However in 2010 three pairs successfully raised two young each, with a fourth pair also present. The earliest 

record involves one shot at Seamer Moor in June 1902. Arrival dates are remarkably consistent as in most years 

birds arrive in last ten days of May. The earliest arrival date is 13
th

 May 2010. Birds are usually present well into 



August and local birds or migrants may be seen into September. The latest records involve one that flew in off 

the sea at Scarborough on 7
th

 October 1966 and one that flew inland over Scalby on 13
th

 October 2010.  

 

76. Black Kite Milvus migrans 

A rare vagrant with just two accepted records. A number of other claims from the area have failed to convince 

the relevant committees. 

 

One flew over Scarborough on 28
th

 April 1994 (P J Dunn). 

One flew west at Wykeham Forest on 28
th

 May 1995 (D Bywater). 

 

77. Red Kite Milvus milvus 

This magnificent species has become more frequent in the area in recent years, an increase that reflects the 

recent reintroduction of birds to the county. One was seen to fly in off the sea at Osgodby on 15
th

 April 1980, 

whilst one was at Ellerburn on 22
nd

 April 1986. There were then no further records until 1999 since when there 

have been in excess of 40 records with birds recorded widely across the whole area. There is a clear peak in 

sightings during the spring with April and May accounting for eight and nine records respectively and June 

recording six. Both February records are late in the month and might reasonably be regarded as early spring 

migrants, rather than late wintering birds. July has two records, whilst March, August, November and December 

all have a single record apiece.  

 

78. White-tailed Eagle Haliaeetus albicilla 

A rare vagrant that has occurred on four occasions. 

 

A bird that had been trapped and shot was picked up dead at Cloughton on 12
th

 March 1942. 

An immature present from 20
th

 January to 17
th

 February 1948 roosted at Dovedale Griff, below 

Bridestones and flew down the valley into the Vale of Pickering each day (R M Garnet, M F M 

Meiklejohn, A J Wallis). 

An immature previously seen at Filey flew over Marine Drive on 27
th

 October 1985 (R H 

Appleby, S A Stirrup et al). 

An immature that flew north over the town on 13
th

 April 2011 had been seen previously over 

Filey (S Wignill). 

 

79. Marsh Harrier Circus aeroginosus 

An increasingly frequent passage migrant in both spring and autumn. The first birds are usually recorded in April 

or May, but there have been two March records: 17
th

 March 2004 and 15
th

 March 2007. Autumn migrants are 

recorded from July to September with the latest birds at Star Carr on 24
th

 October 2004 and over Scalby Lodge 

Pond on 3
rd

 November 1999. Most birds do not linger long and just pass quickly through the area, but in recent 

years there have been a number of individuals that have lingered in the area, often in The Carrs. In 1993 at a 

study area in the Vale of Pickering at least nine and possibly ten birds were recorded between 28
th

 May and 21
st

 

{ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊΦ 5ƛǎǇƭŀȅ ǿŀǎ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ ƻƴ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ΨǘǿƛƴǎΩ ƻƴ с
th

 September, 

breeding is thought to have taken place. A displaying male that was apparently paired with a female was 

recorded at a site in The Carrs in 2011, although there was no evidence that breeding actually took place. 

 

80. Hen Harrier Circus cyaneus 

t IŀǿƪǊƛŘƎŜ ƻŦ {ŎŀǊōƻǊƻǳƎƘ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ муоу ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŀǘ ά{ǇŜŎƛƳŜƴǎ ŀǊŜ ǊŜǇŜŀǘŜŘƭȅ ǎƘƻǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƻǊǎ ƴŜŀǊ 

Scarborough. They also breed thereέΦ Breeding was reported near Thornton le Dale in 1907, but the modern 

status is that of an uncommon visitor, which may be encountered in any month and averages just a handful of 

sightings per year. There is a tendency for birds to be seen in the winter months, with up to three birds 

sometimes lingering on The Carrs for extended periods. Doubtless this species is overlooked in the upland parts 

of the area. Migrants are sometimes seen along the coastal strip, with peaks of occurrence in April and 

October/November.  

 

81. aƻƴǘŀƎǳΩǎ IŀǊǊƛŜǊ Circus pygargus 



This light-flying harrierΩǎ ƳƻŘŜǊƴ ǎǘŀǘǳǎ ƛǎ ǇǊƛƳŀǊƛƭȅ ǘƘŀǘ ƻŦ an uncommon passage migrant. However, breeding 

Ƙŀǎ ǘŀƪŜƴ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƻƴ ŀ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǇŀƛǊ ŀǘ /ǊƻǎǎŎƭƛŦŦΣ IŀŎƪƴŜǎǎ ΨǎƻƳŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ ǇǊƛƻǊ ǘƻ мфлсΩ and, 

between 1937 and 1950, a series of breeding attempts with successful nests recorded in 1937, 1938, 1941, 1942, 

1946 and 1947. More recently the breeding attempts on Fylingdales Moor in 2007 (failed) and at a location in 

the recording area in 2010 (successful with 3 young fledged) suggest that regular future breeding is certainly 

possible. Spring migrants have occurred between 4
th

 May and 18
th

 June, whilst autumn birds are spread between 

8
th

 July and 21
st

 August, with a late record of a female at Long Nab on 8
th

 October 1998 not accepted by YNU.  

 

82. Goshawk Accipiter gentilis 

An uncommon resident of the extensive forests in the area and rare along the coast. Most easily seen from the 

Wykeham Forest Raptor Viewpoint, but might be encountered in almost any of the extensive forests in our area. 

 

83. Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus 

A common resident that is readily found throughout the area. Evidence of migration into the area is limited, but 

includes three in off the sea at Marine Drive on 19
th

 October 1994. 

 

84. Buzzard Buteo buteo 

An increasingly common resident breeder that was first recorded breeding in the area in 2000 (I Austin). 

Breeding pairs are now scattered across The Carrs, Hackness Valley, Langdale End, Dalby Forest and Scampston 

with at least 18 pairs present in 2009. The higher counts tend to be in March, when adults are most obvious and 

establishing breeding territories, and August when the young have fledged. There have been a number of counts 

of eight ς ten at such times. Odd migrants are recorded moving along the coast.  

 

85. Rough-legged Buzzard Buteo lagopus 

This species is a rare passage migrant with occasional records of birds wintering in the area. There have been 15 

records, the earliest of which involves an impressive 20 on Seamer Moor between 13
th

 October and 7
th

 

November 1903, ten of which were trapped. The earliest arrival date is 8
th

 September 2005, but the majority of 

sightings have been in October or November. Of just a few spring birds, the latest was on 5
th

 May 1983. 
 

20 at Seamer Moor in October ς November 1903. 

One in the Forge Valley on 12
th

-20
th

 November 1947 (R M Garnett, A J Wallis). 

One at Scarborough on 18
th

 October 1973 (C Hogg, I J Proctor). 

One flew over Castle Hill on 10
th

 October 1982 (R H Appleby, R N Hopper et al). 

hƴŜ ŀǘ WŀŎƪǎƻƴΩǎ Bay on 26
th

 November 1984 (K Walker). 

One on Fylingdales Moor on 5
th

 May 1983 (J McLoughlin). 

hƴŜ ǿŀǎ ŦƻǳƴŘ ŘŜŀŘ ŀǘ ά{ŎŀǊōƻǊƻǳƎƘέ ƻƴ мо
th

 September 1988 (K Walker, M Francis). 

One flew over the Vale of Pickering on 17
th

 September 1993 (R H Appleby). 

One flew north past Cloughton on 18
th

 October 1999 (D Bywater). 

One was at Sherburn Ings on 9
th

-13
th

 March 2003 (J Harwood et al). 

A juvenile was seen in the Willerby/Binnington/Wykeham Estate area on 1
st

 and 22
nd

 February 

and 22
nd

 and 24
th

 March 2004 (R H Appleby, P Willey). 

An adult was in the Willerby/Binnington/Wykeham Estate on 11
th

 and 13
th

 October and again 

on 9
th

 and 21
st

 November 2004 (R H Appleby, P Willey, I Austin). 

A juvenile was at Binnington Carr on 2
nd

 November 2004 (R H Appleby, P Willey, I Austin). 

One flew in off the sea at Scalby Lodge Farm on 4
th

 November 2007 (M Francis). 

A juvenile was seen at Wykeham Estate on 17
th

 March 2009 (R H Appleby, P Willey). 

 

86. Golden Eagle Aquila chrysaetos 

A single record from the 19
th

 century is the only record from the area. 

 

One was in Harwood Dale during the winter of 1850/51. 

 

87. Osprey Pandion haliaetus 



An annual and increasingly regular passage migrant recorded in both spring and autumn, but with a bias towards 

spring occurrences. Early records involve singles at Seamer Road Mere on 10
th
ς17

th
 May 1900 and 30

th
 April 1924 

and Hackness in May 1924. The earliest arrival date is on 31
st

 March in 2003, but most birds pass through in the 

latter half of April and May. Autumn occurrences are most frequent in August and September, with odd birds 

recorded in October and the latest bird lingering at Wykeham Lakes from 31
st

 October to 3
rd

 November 2001. 

The largest count is of three birds at Ellerburn fish ponds on 20
th

 April 1986 with one remaining until 6
th

 May. 

 

88. Kestrel Falco tinnunculus 

A widespread and fairly common resident breeder. 

 

89. Red-footed Falcon Falco vespertinus 

A rare vagrant with two records. A record of one at Muston on 30
th

/31
st

 May 1992 was just outside the current 

recording area. 

 

A first summer female was at Seamer Road Mere on 6
th

 May 1994 before flying off south (R H Appleby). 

One flew south at Scalby Mills on 1
st

 June 2003 (B Richards, C Richards). 

 

90. Merlin Falco columbarius 

An uncommon resident that regularly breeds on Fylingdales Moor. In most years there is a wide scatter of 

sightings with odd birds encountered in any month and occasional records of birds moving along the coast 

demonstrating passage birds moving through the area. 

 

91. Hobby Falco subbuteo 

There were just six or seven records prior to 1952, but this species can now be characterised as a scarce but 

increasing summer visitor and passage migrant with the occasional pair breeding in recent years. The first 

returning birds are usually noted in May or late April, with the earliest recorded arrival at Ravenscar on 12
th

 April 

2009. The latest birds are mainly in mid August and September, but one flew towards Scarborough Castle on 15
th

 

October 1997. 

 

92. Peregrine Falco peregrinus 

This species was recorded breeding at Redcliffe, Cayton Bay on 1901-03. It is now a resident breeder with a few 

pairs present in the area. 

 

93. Water Rail Rallus aquaticus 

This secretive species, most easily detected by its distinctive calls is present in the dykes and waterways of The 

Carrs during the winter, with Star Carr producing many records, particularly at the River Hertford viewed from 

Flixton Bridge. Seamer Road Mere is also a regular location. Odd birds seen by pools or marshy spots (or even 

occasionally brambles!) along the coastal strip presumably refer to migrants moving through the area. 

 

94. Spotted Crake Porzana porzana 

A rare visitor with just five records. 

 

One caught at Scarborough in November 1897 (W J Clarke). 

One was found dead at Holbeck Gardens in November 1906 (W J Clarke). 

One was found dead at Seamer Road Mere in May 1930 (T N Roberts). 

One at Seamer Road Mere on 25
th

 Oct 1975 (R H Appleby, C R Clarke). 

hƴŜ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ƛƴ ōȅ ŀ Ŏŀǘ ŀǘ ά{ŎaǊōƻǊƻǳƎƘέ on 22
nd

 April 1987 (M Francis). 

 

95. Little Crake Porzana parva 

A very rare vagrant with no modern records. 

 

hƴŜ ǿŀǎ ŎŀǳƎƘǘ ΨƴŜŀǊ {ŎŀǊōƻǊƻǳƎƘΩ ƛƴ муос όtǊƻŦΦ ² / ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳǎƻƴύΦ 

 

96. Corncrake Crex crex 



A rare and irregular summer visitor with just ten records. 

 

hƴŜ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ ŀǘ Ψ{ŎŀǊōƻǊƻǳƎƘΩ ƛƴ aŀȅ мфпф ό! W ²ŀƭƭƛǎύΦ 

One calling at Seamer in May 1951 (A J Wallis). 

One was calling at Burton Riggs on 12
th

 July 1975 (R H Appleby). 

In early May 1968 calling birds were present at Cloughton, Burniston, and Thornton le Dale. 

One in song at Sherburn Ings on 13
th

 July 2000 (R H Appleby). 

One called at Cayton Carr from 17
th

 June to at least 6
th

 July 2002 (D Bywater et al). 

One was picked up under power lines near Brompton on 13
th

 September 2002 (per I Glaves). 

One seen in flight between Snainton and Ebberston on 18
th

 September 2004 (J D Ireland). 

 

97. Moorhen Gallinula chloropus 

A common and widespread resident breeder, easily found along rivers, ponds and lakes throughout the area. The 

largest recorded counts have not exceeded 31. 

 

98. Coot Fulica atra 

A locally common resident with the largest numbers usually recorded from Seamer Road Mere and Wykeham 

Lakes. Counts in excess of 100 have been recorded in at least six years, with the highest being 122 at Seamer 

Road Mere in January 1999. The big freeze in January 1979 saw 100 in North Bay on 5
th

. 

 

99. Crane Grus grus 

A rare visitor that may appear almost anywhere in the area, but that shows a particular fondness for The Carrs. 

There have been 19 records involving 41 birds since 1978. The largest recorded flock is nine at Scalby Lodge Pond 

/ Wayside Farm area of Burniston on 23
rd 
ς 24

th
 February 2003. The peak period is spring, with the period 9

th
 

April and 20
th

 May accounting for almost half the records. Perhaps surprisingly there have been just three 

autumn records concentrated in the period 25
th

 September to 6
th

 October. Four flew north at Scarborough on 

18
th

 June 1991 and in 2002 a pair resided in The Carrs between 16
th

 June and 28
th

 August. This last record 

perhaps hints at the possibility of breeding taking place sometime in the future.  

 

100. Little Bustard Tetrax tetrax 

A rare vagrant with just two records from the 19
th

 century. 

 

One at Scarborough in 1881 (no date). 

A pair at Allerston marshes in October 1866.  

 

101. Oystercatcher Haematopus ostralegus 

A common bird of coastal areas all year round with the largest numbers recorded during the winter.  Peak counts 

rarely exceed 300 but high counts of 700 have been recorded in Cornelian Bay on 5
th

 October 1979 and 15
th

 

January 1981. Small numbers are regularly noted on autumn passage with the largest recorded movement being 

359 south and 29 north on 19
th

 August 2001. The first proven breeding in the area took place at Wykeham Lakes 

in 1990, since when a few pairs breed on The Carrs each year.  

 

102. Avocet Recurvirostra avosetta 

A rare and irregular visitor whose appearances are getting more regular and show a clear bias towards April and 

May. 

 

One at Scalby Lodge Pond on 15
th

 ς 19
th

 May 1999 (M Francis et al ). 

Two were at Scalby Lodge Pond on 24
th

 May 2002 (R H Appleby). 

One at Wykeham Lakes on 16
th

 February 2003 (I Austin). 

One was at Scalby Lodge Pond on 19
th

 June 2005 (M Francis et al). 

One flew south at Cromer Point on 31
st

 January 2008 (M Francis). 

Two at Scalby Lodge Pond on 3
rd

 April 2008 (K Walker).  

One at Seamer Tip Pools on 31
st

 March 2010 (R Smith). 

Two flew over Seamer Tip Pools on the evening of 19
th

 April 2011 (S Race). 



Two present on Potter Brompton Carr on 10
th

 May 2011 (T Burkinshaw et al). 

 

103. Stone Curlew Burhinus oedicnemus 

This species is now a rare visitor with just two records in modern times. However, in the 19
th

 Century it used to 

breed in the Scarborough area and a nest was photographed near Pickering by Nelson. Breeding was annual up 

until 1937 and the Pickering area was the last stronghold. A notable count of 40 was made at Ganton on 9
th

 

October 1874. The two modern records were as follows. 

 

hƴŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ψ±ŀƭŜ ƻŦ tƛŎƪŜǊƛƴƎΩ ƻƴ нс
th
ς27

th
 April 1975 (R H Appleby, F J Thompson) 

One was at Star Carr on 21
st

 April 2002 (D Bywater et al). 

 

104. Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius 

A summer visitor that first bred successfully at Burton Riggs in 1964. In most years the first birds arrive in March, 

the earliest of which was on 9
th

 March 1995, but April arrivals are not unusual. A few pairs breed at Wykeham 

Lakes each year, but pairs have also bred at Scalby Lodge Pond and Seamer Tip Pools. The last dates of the year 

are often of departing breeding birds, but a few migrants are seen in August and September with the latest being 

at Wykeham Lakes on 21
st

 September 2010. 

 

105. Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula 

A fairly common winter visitor and passage migrant along the coast. In 2003 two pairs laid a full clutch adjacent 

to Scalby Lodge Pond, but the eggs were predated by Carrion Crows. This would seem to be the first breeding 

attempt in the area. Peak counts have been fairly consistent, with 40-50 being typical and a high of 65 in 

WŀŎƪǎƻƴΩǎ .ŀȅ ƻƴ мп
th

 January 1997.  

 

106. Kentish Plover Charadrius alexandrinus 

There is just one, historical, record of this species. 

 

 Two immature were shot at Cayton Bay on 12
th

 September 1891 (W J Clarke). 

 

107. Dotterel Charadrius morinellus 

In the 19
th

 Century this species was a fairly common spring migrant just to the south of our area when some 

ƎǳƴƴŜǊǎ ŎƭŀƛƳŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŜŎǳǊŜŘ άƴƻ ŦŜǿŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ пн ŎƻǳǇƭŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ²ƻƭŘǎ ƻŦ DŀƴǘƻƴΣ {ƘŜǊōǳǊƴ ŀƴŘ YƴŀǇǘƻƴέΦ 

Nowadays however it is a, much less than annual, rare passage migrant in spring and autumn.  Apart from a early 

male seen at Ravenscar on 16
th

 April 2011, spring arrivals span the period 4
th

 May to 5
th

 June and autumn 

migrants have occurred between 16
th

 August and 26
th

 September. The largest trip was 24 at Ravenscar on 10
th

 

May 1980 and 18 still present the next day with six remaining until 15
th

 (M Francis, R H Appleby). Most modern 

records come from Ravenscar, Fylingdales or the well-watched Long Nab/Scalby Lodge Pond area. 

 

108. Golden Plover Pluvialis apricaria 

Primarily a fairly common winter visitor to areas of arable farmland with small numbers seen on passage.  

Occasionally birds are seen displaying over moorland habitats in the area and a few pairs certainly bred on 

CȅƭƛƴƎŘŀƭŜǎ aƻƻǊ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǘƘŜ мффлΩǎ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ. A pair nested near Lilla Cross in 2009 (N W Addey, S Wignill). Peak 

winter counts are typically between 50 and 500, but larger flocks have involved 2000 at Cayton Carr on 15
th

 

January 1960 and Charm Park, Wykeham on 3
rd

 January 2005 and 1500 Seamer Carr on 8
th

 January 2006. Coastal 

passage is sometimes detected with the largest movements involving 108 flying south past Long Nab on 19
th

 

August 2001 and 200 over Scalby Lodge on 30
th

 October 2009. 

 

109. Grey Plover Pluvialis squatarola 

A few birds winter along the coast, with peak winter counts rarely reaching double figures. The largest count 

recorded in the area is 36 at Cromer Point on 22
nd

 January 1995. Occasionally passage along the coast is 

detected, but single figure counts are the norm and just two counts of 10 or more include 18 south past Marine 

Drive on 13
th

 September 1993. 

 

110. Lapwing Vanellus vanellus 



Most numerous in the winter period, this species can be found throughout the year, with small numbers 

breeding at Fylingdales and across The Carrs. Surveys of The Carrs east of a line drawn between Brompton and 

East Heslerton suggested a population of around 150 breeding pairs in 2011. Winter flocks can be found along 

the coastal strip and almost any area of farmland in the Vale of Pickering and The Carrs. Peak winter counts are 

typically 500 ς 1500, but larger flocks of 3000 were seen at Scalby Lodge Pond on 1
st

 December 1998 and 15
th

 

January 2004. Evidence of visible migration is limited with small movements of up to 70 at Long Nab in March 

and August to October. Given this 500 flying south over Scalby Lodge in one hour on 31
st

 October 2009 is 

noteworthy. Hard weather movements are sometimes recorded with a large movement on 24
th

 February 1978 

taking place for most of the day and including 1534 in one hour in the afternoon. 

 

111. Knot Caldris canutus 

This is a scarce winter visitor and regular passage migrant, with peak counts rarely exceeding 20 or 30 in most 

years. However, in 1997 exceptional numbers were recorded during a period of bitterly cold weather. 500 were 

seen roosting in South Bay on 5
th

 January, with 324 present there (plus 80 in Cornelian Bay) on 26
th

 January. 

More recently small numbers are seen pausing for short period whilst on passage during the spring and autumn. 

In addition small numbers are regularly observed passing south during August to November. Most movements 

are of between 15 and 50 birds, but an impressive 147 were seen flying past Long Nab on 9
th

 August 2004. 

 

112. Sanderling Calidris alba 

This delightful wader is a regular winter visitor to the sandier beaches in the district, but has become noticeably 

scarcer in the last few years. {ƻǳǘƘΣ /ŀȅǘƻƴ ŀƴŘ WŀŎƪǎƻƴΩǎ .ŀȅǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅ ōŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ŦŀǾƻǳǊŜŘ ŀǊŜŀǎ 

with a high count of 120 in South Bay on 25
th

 January 1988, although counts of 30 to 50 are more typical. Birds 

are sometimes seen passing along the coast with 83 south past Marine Drive on 9
th

 August 1975, 85 flying north 

past Long Nab on 14
th

 May 2007 and 76 north past Long Nab on 17
th

 November 2005 the largest recorded 

movements.  

 

113. Little Stint Calidris minuta 

A scarce passage migrant, that occurs most regularly during the autumn, but which may also appear on spring 

migration. Spring migrants are mostly recorded in May, with the earliest appearance being three at Wykeham 

Lakes on 15
th

 May 1997. There are a few June records, of which those early in the month are likely to relate to 

late spring migrants whilst those late in the month are perhaps early returning autumn birds. Most autumn 

migrants are recorded in August and September, with Scalby Lodge Pond particularly attractive. There are 

occasional birds later than this with singles at Marishes in October 1946, at Scalby Lodge Pond on 15
th

 October 

2007 and 11
th

-15
th

 November 1999. The largest recorded count is of 13 on two flash pools aǘ ά{ŎŀǊōƻǊƻǳƎƘέ ƻƴ 

12
th

 September 1983.  

 

114. ¢ŜƳƳƛƴŎƪΩǎ {ǘƛƴǘ Calidris temminckii 

A rare migrant with 11 records involving 13 individuals. 

 

                One at Burton Riggs on 26
th

 August 1973 (R H Appleby). 

One at Burton Riggs on 30
th

 May 1997 did not linger (J Hewitt et al). 

One at Cromer Point Pond on 9
th

 August 1998 (M Francis). 

One at Wykeham Lakes on 13
th

 May 1999 (R H Appleby) 

One at Scalby Lodge Pond on 8
th

 ς 9
th

 June 1999 (D Bywater, J Harwood, R N Hopper, S Wignill). 

One at Scalby Lodge Pond on 17
th

 May 2000 (M Francis, D Bywater, S Hey). 

One at Scalby Lodge Pond on 11
th

 September 2000 (M Francis, R N Hopper). 

One at Scalby Lodge Pond on 19
th

 May 2002 (M Francis, J Hewitt, P Senior, S Wignill). 

Two at Scalby Lodge Pond on 14
th

 May 2004, increasing to three on 15
th

-17
th

, with one 

remaining until 22
nd

 (S Wignill, M Francis et al). 

One at Scalby Lodge Pond on 23
rd

 May 2006 (N W Addey, M Francis). 

One was at Seamer Tip Pools on 16
th

 May 2009 (S Race). 

 

115. Pectoral Sandpiper Calidris melanotos 

A rare visitor with just four records. 



 

hƴŜ ŀǘ WŀŎƪǎƻƴΩs Bay on 25
th

 ς 27
th

 September 1984 (K Walker, M Francis, R H Appleby). 

One at Scalby Lodge Pond on 20
th

 August 1999 (M Francis). 

One at Scalby Lodge Pond on 26
th

 ς 27
th

 April 2002 (M Francis, J Hewitt et al). 

In 2004 a juvenile was present on floodwaters in The Carrs, first noted at Binnington Carr on 3
rd

 

September it was seen at Willerby Carr on 12
th

 and 14
th

 before returning to Binnington Carr on 

15
th 

(R H Appleby, P Willey, W F Curtis).  

 

116. Curlew Sandpiper Calidris ferruginea 

A scarce passage migrant with most records in the autumn. Autumn migrants usually occur between mid July 

and late September, with Scalby Lodge Pond the most favoured site. There are very few records after late 

September, with five at Scalby Lodge Pond on 11
th

 November 1999 the latest record. There are a number of 

records of involving birds observed on visible migration the largest of which was 35 flying south at Marine Drive 

on 5
th

 September 1998.  Spring records are less than annual and span the period 10
th

 May to 3
rd

 June. Inland 

there was one at Marishes in October 1946. 

 

117. Purple Sandpiper Calidris maritime 

This regular winter visitor is most easily seen during the high tide period at the harbour on the southern tip of 

the East Pier. The most favoured feeding areas are between the Spa and Cornelian Bay, with smaller numbers at 

{Ŏŀƭōȅ aƛƭƭǎΣ WŀŎƪǎƻƴΩǎ .ŀȅ ŀƴŘ .ǳǊƴƛǎǘƻƴ .ŀȅΦ Lƴ Ƴƻǎǘ ȅŜŀǊǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǊŜǘǳǊƴƛƴƎ ōƛǊŘǎ ŀǊŜ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ƴƻǘŜŘ ƛƴ !ǳƎǳǎǘΣ 

with the earliest returning bird on 27
th

 July 2000. The largest counts are usually in the mid-winter period with up 

to 320 (at Cornelian Bay on 8
th

 January 1983) having been recorded in the area. However, there has been a 

distinct trend of declining numbers in recent years, with highs around 50 in the past three years. Birds linger 

ǉǳƛǘŜ ƭŀǘŜ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǇǊƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ aŀȅ ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǳƴǳǎǳŀƭ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜǎǘ ōƛǊŘ ōŜƛƴƎ ƴƻǘŜŘ ƛƴ WŀŎƪǎƻƴΩǎ .ŀȅ ƻƴ 

22
nd

 May 2008. 

 

118. Dunlin Calidris alpina 

Generally a scarce winter visitor with single figure counts being typical of recent winters. Significantly larger 

numbers have been recorded in the past. 880 were at Cornelian Bay on 15
th

 December 1973 and 850 at the same 

site on 18
th

 February 1976. 1000 were at Cayton Carrs on 28
th

 January 1977. It is more regularly seen during 

spring and autumn passage along the coastal strip, in particular at Scalby Lodge Pond. Offshore movements of 20 

to 45 are noted with some regularity, with the largest counts comprising 109 past Marine Drive in one hour on 

17
th

 November 2005 and 161 south past Scalby Mills in three hours on 20
th

 July 2010. 

 

119. Buff-breasted Sandpiper Tryngites subruficollis 

A rare vagrant with a single record. 

 

One was seen at Cromer Point on 21
st

 September 2003 (G M Lindley, J Hewitt, P Senior, S 

Wignill et al). 

 

120. Ruff Philomachus pugnax 

Prior to 1954 this species was regarded as being rare, but in that year 20 were seen at Marishes and two at 

Staxton in August. In recent times it has most frequently been recorded during autumn and to a lesser extent 

spring migration. August and September are the peak months, with a secondary peak in April and records from 

all months except February. The largest count is of 24 at Scalby Lodge Pond on 10
th

 August 2003. 

 

121. Jack Snipe Lymnocryptes minimus 

An annual visitor in very small numbers with most records in October and November.  Most records are of single 

birds with Cromer Point Pond being particularly favoured. The earliest arrival date is one at Star Carr on 28
th

 

August 2005, but most birds are recorded from late September and October into November. Odd birds are 

recorded in most winters and in some years birds move through during March, with the latest recorded spring 

migrant was at Wykeham Lakes on 15
th

 April 1998. The largest single count is of an excellent nine flushed at 

Scalby Lodge Pond on 7
th

 November 2005. 

 



122. Snipe Gallinago gallinago 

Primarily an uncommon winter visitor and passage migrant most regularly recorded on The Carrs and at Scalby 

Lodge Pond. Regular breeding takes place at Fylingdales and occasional pairs breed elsewhere (e.g. a nest with 

four eggs was found at Wells Springs, near Muston on 27
th

 May 1961). The continuing habitat restoration work 

on The Carrs will hopefully make breeding in low lying parts of the area a more regular feature, and displaying 

birds were recorded at two sites in this area in 2011. The largest counts typically range between 20 and 50, so 

70+ at Hurds Pond on 26
th

 November 1993 is impressive. 

 

123. Great Snipe Gallinago media 

A rare vagrant with just one historical record from our area and with recent records from nearby Speeton Moor 

and Filey this species is well overdue a reappearance! 

 

One was shot at Scampston on 18
th

 September 1884. 

 

124. Woodcock Scolopax rusticola 

Although under-recorded this is clearly a fairly common breeding resident of the extensive forests in the area. 

Migrants from the continent are regularly recorded along the coast with small numbers sometimes widely 

spread between Castle Hill and Long Nab. Spells of cold weather can induce significant winter arrivals, with by far 

the largest count involving an impressive 136 recorded between Long Nab and Cloughton Wyke on 5
th

 December 

2010. 

 

125. Black-tailed Godwit Limosa limosa 

Prior to 1954 it was very rare with just two records; one shot on The Carrs in September 1923 and a flock of 46-

48 at Marishes in April 1947. Nowadays it is mainly recorded as a passage migrant with occasional sightings 

during the winter months in some years. In some years there are just a handful of sightings, whilst in others 

significant numbers may stop off on passage. The spring migrants span the period 1
st

 April to 22
nd

 May and there 

are a few sightings in June. Autumn migrants normally appear in July and are also recorded through August and 

September, with birds seen passing over, or often, using Scalby Lodge Pond to feed. Most counts are of single 

figures, with the only counts in excess of 20 being 22 at Scalby Lodge Pond on 2
nd

 August 2002 and 25 flying 

ǎƻǳǘƘ ŀǘ WŀŎƪǎƻƴΩǎ .ŀȅ ƻƴ мн
th

 August 2003. October birds are rather less frequent and there are only occasional 

sightings between November and March.  

 

126. Bar-tailed Godwit Limosa lapponica 

A scarce visitor during the winter months, seen more frequently on passage, although always in small numbers.  

Most birds are seen feeding in the bays or at Scalby Lodge Pond. Most counts are in single figures and there have 

been just a few double figure counts in recent years. The largest day total is 70 south past Scalby Mills on 5
th

 

September 1985. Inland one was at Marishes on October 1946. 

 

127. Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus 

The first arrivals of this passage migrant are usually seen in the second half of April with the earliest spring 

arrivals one at Scalby Mills on 19
th

 March 1986 and one over Long Nab on 1
st

 April 1983. Most birds pass quickly 

through the area but flocks may be found feeding on The Carrs, with for example 22 at Star Carr on 5
th

 May 

2003. Returning autumn migrants have appeared as early as late June, but small flocks pass through regularly 

during July, August and until early September and may be observed at inland locations as well as the coastal 

strip. Movements of 12 to 30 are regularly seen at this time, with a flock of 60 over Scalby Mills on 21
st

 July 2004 

being the largest count. The last birds are usually seen in the second half of September, but there have been 

October records in two years; one north past Marine Drive on 4
th

 hŎǘƻōŜǊ нллсΣ ƻƴŜ ŀǘ WŀŎƪǎƻƴΩǎ .ŀȅ ŀƴŘ ƻǾŜǊ 

Castle Hill on 5
th

 October 2005. 

 

128. Curlew Numenius arquata 

A not uncommon resident breeder, although the breeding population is not particularly well recorded. Surveys 

of The Carrs in spring 2011 located 13 active territories east of a line drawn from Brompton to East Heslerton. 

Small numbers are easily encountered along the coastal strip and peak winter counts are usually in the range of 

35 to 67, although an excellent count of 160 was made between Gristhorpe and Cornelian Bay on 12
th

 December 



2008. Breeding birds may be found on The Carrs and in moorland habitats across the area. Small numbers are 

noted moving along the coast during autumn seawatches, but rarely amount to significant totals. 

 

129. Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos 

A regular passage migrant in small numbers with breeding taking place in some years. There is a late winter 

sighting from Throxenby Mere on 7
th

 February 1982 and at least four March records, but in most years the first 

spring arrivals take place in mid April. Breeding records include a successful attempt on the River Derwent at 

Hilla Green in June 1961. More significant numbers move through during the autumn migration although double 

figure counts are rare. By some margin the largest counts for the area are from Burton Riggs with 55 on 30
th

 July 

1980, 25 on 31
st

 July 2002 and 33 on 9
th

 August 2004. The last birds are usually noted in September, and the 

latest being at Marine Drive on 8
th

 October 2010. 

 

130. Spotted Sandpiper Actitis macularius 

A rare vagrant with just one record from the area. 

 

An adult at Wykeham Lakes on 6
th

-19
th

 July 2007 (N W Addey et al). 

 

131. Green Sandpiper Tringa ochropus 

Primarily a passage migrant with small numbers appearing to winter regularly on The Carrs. Most counts involve 

just a handful of birds and although there are regular spring occurrences, the majority are seen during the 

autumn migration. The largest recorded count in recent years is 11 on floodwaters at Binnington Carr on 19
th

 

September 2008, but 20 were seen along the River Hertford near Staxton on 22
nd

 August 1954. 

 

132. Spotted Redshank Tringa erythropus 

One at Marishes in August 1954 was the first for the area. It can now be classified as an uncommon passage 

migrant that is seen on just a few occasions each year. Spring migrants have been seen as early as 31
st

 March, 

but most occur in late April and May. Returning autumn birds are seen between July (the earliest being 3
rd

) and 

September, and there are single records from Burniston on 21
st

 October 1984 and Scalby Lodge Pond on 3
rd

 ς 4
th

 

November 2002. An unusual winter record involves one at Seamer Tip Pools on 29
th

 January to 13
th

 February 

2009. Most sightings refer to one or two birds and the largest count is four at Scalby Lodge Pond on 10
th

 August 

2004.  

 

133. Greenshank Tringa nebularia 

Rare before 1954, small numbers are now recorded annually on spring and autumn passage with a larger 

numbers in autumn.  Spring birds are not quite annual and records usually involve odd ones and twos in April 

and May, but seven at Cayton Carr on 17
th

 May 1994 and eight at Potter Brompton Carr on 11
th

 May 2011 are 

notable. Autumn passage can be detected as early as June, but most are in August and September with 

stragglers into October and even November in some years. Most records are coastal or nearby parts of The Carrs. 

One was seen at Marishes in August 1954. The largest count by some margin is of 46 at Scalby Lodge Pond on 

10
th

 August 2004. 

 

134. Lesser Yellowlegs Tringa flavipes 

A rare vagrant with just one record and perhaps overdue a reappearance! 

 

One at Burton Riggs on 27
th

 May ς 5
th

 June 1973 (R H Appleby, B Cockerill et al). 

 

135. Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola 

The first district records relate to three at Staxton in August 1954 and three at Marishes in August-September 

1954. The modern status is that of an uncommon passage migrant whose numbers vary considerably from year 

to year. Spring records are usually in May and early June with the earliest arrival ōŜƛƴƎ ƻƴŜ άƴŜŀǊ {ŎŀǊōƻǊƻǳƎƘέ 

on 19
th

-23
rd

 April 1975. Most are noted during August with stragglers into September and the latest being at 

Cloughton Pond on 27
th

 September 1977. The majority of sightings involve single birds but an impressive 11 were 

recorded on floodwater at Burniston in the first week of August 2002, whilst seven at Scalby Lodge Pond on 17
th

 



July 2009, six at Scalby Lodge Pond 10
th

 August 2004 (five the next day) and five south at Long Nab on 27
th

 

August 1996 are also noteworthy.  

 

136. Redshank Tringa totanus 

A common winter visitor and passage migrant that is rather scarce in the summer. Wintering birds tend to feed 

between Scalby Mills and Long Nab, and roost at Scalby Lodge Pond. Winter maxima are typically between 200 

and 300, with the highest count of recent years being 460 on 10
th

 February 2003. However, an amazing count of 

4392 was made in the Scarborough area on 9
th

 November 1973. 

 

137. Turnstone Arenaria interpres 

This confiding species is easily seen around the harbour and along the rockier parts of the coastline. It is only 

absent for a short period in the mid-summer period, but the largest counts tend to be recorded during the 

winter period. The ǇŜŀƪ Ŏƻǳƴǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мфтлΩǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǘȅǇƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ нлл (226 in Cornelian Bay on 1
st

 April 1974 

and 220 at the same site on 16
th

 December 1975), whilst the largest count is 350 at Cornelian Bay on 6
th

 February 

1982. In recent years the highest counts have been 180 around South Bay on 14
th

 February 2005 and a combined 

count from Holbeck/South Bay/Scalby Mills totalling the same number on 18
th

 November 2004. 

 

138. Red-necked Phalarope Phalaropus lobatus 

A rare visitor with just four records. 

 

One was shot in North Bay in October 1892 (W J Clarke). 

One at the entrance to Scarborough harbour on 7th November 1982 (R N Hopper, R H Appleby, 

M Feather). 

One was on the sea off Marine Drive on 13
th

 October 1990 (R H Appleby, J McLoughlin). 

One was at Scalby Mills on 11
th

 October 1991 (R H Appleby). 

 

139. Grey Phalarope Phalaropus fulicarius 

A less than annual, but fairly regular visitor in late autumn and winter with dates spanning the period 19
th

 

September to 6
th

 January, but with a clear peak of occurrence in the second half of October and early November. 

There is an earlier sighting of one at Scalby Mills on 17
th

 August 1975 and a spring record at the same site on 28
th

 

March 1980. There was an unusual record in 1975 when a long staying bird was present in the harbour area 

between 8
th

 February and 2nd April, with probably the same bird at Scalby Mills from the 4
th

 to 10
th

 April and 

one in breeding plumage 15
th

 May. Most records involve single birds but four were seen in the area on 20
th

 

November 1977 (two at Scalby Mills, one in the harbour and one at Cornelian Bay), whilst there were three past 

Marine Drive on 3
rd

 bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ мффр ŀƴŘ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƛƴ WŀŎƪǎƻƴΩǎ .ŀȅ ƻƴ 23
rd

 November 2005.  

 

140. Pomarine Skua Stecorarius pomarina 

An autumn passage migrant in small numbers, with the first birds usually being seen in July and the earliest of 

which flew north past Marine Drive on 6
th

 July 2008. The peak period is October and November with the largest 

movements all having taken place in the first half of November. A huge passage in early October 1879 was noted 

at Scarborough when 30 specimens were taken to Alfred Roberts who said that others had been obtained. Most 

movements involve birds moving south past Long Nab or Marine Drive; 19 on 9
th

 September 1976, 17 on 3
rd

 

September 1986, 16 on 3
rd

 November 2007, 21 on 9
th

 November 2007 and 26 on 6
th

 November 1999, but a 

ƴƻǊǘƘǿŀǊŘ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ му ǿŀǎ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ ŀǘ ά{ŎŀǊōƻǊƻǳƎƘέ ƻƴ с
th

 November 1985. Odd birds are occasionally 

seen during December and January and there is a record of one past Long Nab on 15
th

 May 1977. 

 

141. Arctic Skua Stecorarius parasiticus 

This is an autumn migrant which generally first appears in July, with the earliest autumn migrant seen on 29
th

 

June 2002. Odd birds can be seen offshore throughout July, August and September, but more significant 

movements are associated with winds from a northerly quarter. Peak counts are usually recorded in August and 

the first half of September with counts of 20-55 regularly recorded. 50 flew past Marine Drive in one hour on 4
th

 

October 1967 and movements in excess of 60 have been recorded in at least seven years. By far the largest of 

these was an impressive 573 that flew south past Marine Drive on 4
th

 September 1984 during a Force 8 North-

easterly. 304 flew south past Marine Drive on 3
rd

 September 1986. Numbers fall away through October with the 



last birds seen late in the month or in November, with the latest record involving one in North Bay on 23
rd

 

November 2000. There are reports of one or two seen occasionally from Long Nab between 1
st

 January and 26
th

 

February 1977, but this species has proven to be an extreme rarity in the North Sea during the winter months 

and these birds were perhaps more likely to have been Pomarine Skuas. Spring records are rare, but span the 

period 6
th

 May to 3
rd

 June and have become more regular in recent years, perhaps a function of improved 

coverage, rather than any genuine change of status. Away from the coast this species has been recorded at 

Burton Riggs and also seen over Pickering on 27th August 1987.  

 

142. Long-tailed Skua Stercorarius longicaudus 

The first area records involve one off Scarborough in October 1879 and an adult killed at Scalby Ness in 1889. It is 

now an annual but uncommon autumn passage migrant with numbers varying from year to year, but with an 

average of six birds per year since 1995. Apart from one that flew north past Marine Drive on 22
nd

 July 2010, in 

most years the first records are in August. September is the peak month, with the largest day totals all falling 

then. ¢ƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƘŀƭŦ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ мффлΩǎ provided the largest totals ever recorded in the district with 16 south at Marine 

Drive on 1
st

 September 1994, 13 south past Marine Drive on 5
th

 September 1991 and 10 past there on 28
th

 

September 1991. Otherwise the largest day totals are seven flying south on 16
th

 September 2005 (one off Marine 

Drive, six Long Nab) and six south past Marine Drive on 11
th

 September 1995. October sightings are not unusual 

and the latest bird was seen at Scalby Mills on 3
rd

 December 2005. There are two spring records ς one at Scalby 

Mills on 5
th

 May 2001 and one north past Long Nab on 26
th

 May 2004.  

 

143. Great Skua Stecorarius skua 

A regular autumn passage migrant that is occasionally recorded during the winter months and is rare in spring. 

The first autumn migrants normally appear in July or early August and with suitable weather conditions 

significant movements may be recorded until October. The largest movements involve 115 north past Marine 

Drive on 4
th

 September 1984, 41 south past Long Nab on 24
th

 September 2004, 47 south past Long Nab/Marine 

Drive on 24
th

 September 2010 and 57 north past Long Nab on 12
th

 August 2006. The last birds are normally 

recorded in November, although there are a few records in the period December to February. The few spring 

records have been from 8
th

 May to early June. 

 

144. {ŀōƛƴŜΩǎ Dǳƭƭ Xema sabini 

The first area record was one shot at Scarborough in October 1908. It is a less than annual rare autumn migrant 

with at least 26 records from the area, all falling between 26
th

 July and 13
th

 October and referring to one or two 

birds. For those records where ageing information is available, there is a fairly even split between adults and 

juveniles. The four recorded in 1978 represents the highest total in any single year. 

 

145. Kittiwake Rissa tridactyla 

One of the more attractive gulls, this is a common breeding species at a number of sites in the area, including 

Castle Cliff, Cloughton Wyke / Hundale Point and various buildings in Scarborough town including the Grand 

Hotel. Counts of the colony on Castle Cliffs have ranged between 1360 and 2004 in recent years. Significant 

movements are regularly observed offshore, with counts in excess of 1000 not infrequent. The three largest 

recorded movements were 4800 south past Long Nab 21
st

 March 1976, 6000 north past Long Nab on 6
th

 May 

2002 and 7000 north past Long Nab on 10
th

 September 2001. 

 

146. Black-headed Gull Larus ridibundus 

Abundant, with the largest numbers occurring during the winter months and becoming rather scarce in the 

summer. Lǘ ŦƻǊƳŜǊƭȅ ōǊŜŘ ŀǘ wŀƳǎŘŀƭŜ .ŜŎƪ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƻǾŜǊ млл ōƛǊŘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ ΨŀŎǘƛǾŜƭȅ ōǊŜŜŘƛƴƎΩ ƻƴ мр
th

 April 

1960. Intensive egg collecting and disturbance led to the demise of this colony. Peak winter counts number in 

the low thousands, with the largest counts being 12000 at North Bay on 12
th

 April 1975, 8000 at North Bay on 

13
th

 January 1981 and 6500 at Yedingham / Marishes on 15
th

 March 1999. Passage movements are sometimes 

noted at Long Nab during the autumn with the largest count being 450 south on 15
th

 October 2007. A bird seen 

at Holbeck on 10
th

 aŀǊŎƘ нлмл ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ǊƛƴƎŜŘ Ψƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǎǘΩ ŀǘ YƻƪƪƻƭŀΣ ±ŀŀǎŀΣ CƛƴƭŀƴŘ ƻƴ нф
th

 June 2004, 

whilst one at Scalby Mills on 10
th

 December 2010 had been ringed as a nestling at Hosehill Lake LNR, West 

Berkshire on 13
th

 June 2009. 

 



147. Little Gull Hydrocoleus minutus 

Although there are records in all months this species occurs most frequently as an autumn passage migrant, with 

relatively few records during the winter and spring. In most years numbers are fairly small, but during 2001 to 

2003 significant numbers were seen during the autumn with peak numbers of 400 to 750 in late October of each 

year. The highest count involved birds one to two miles off Long Nab on 24
th

 October 2001. Counts of birds on 

active migration rarely exceed 100, with the largest movement being 243 flying south on 24
th

 October 1998. 

More typically counts are in single or low double figures with birds seen moving offshore or perhaps lingering at 

Scalby Lodge Pond. There are occasional sightings from Wykeham Lakes, whilst one was at Seamer Road Mere 

on 16
th

 February 1962, a 1
st

 winter was at Seamer Tip Pools on 9
th

 November 2010 and a 1
st

 summer bird was 

seen at an irrigation pond on Lingholm Estate, Lebberston on 24
th

 March 2011. 

 

148. wƻǎǎΩǎ Dǳƭƭ Rhodostethia rosea 

This Arctic species has graced the area on three occasions.  

 

An adult at Scalby Mills on 27
th

-30
th

 March and 22
nd

 ς 28
th

 April 1976 (R H Appleby et al). 

An adult on 11
th

 February 1983 (N C Moores). 

An adult around North Bay and Marine Drive from 16
th
ς30

th
 March 2002 was last seen at 

Scalby Lodge Pond on 4
th

 April 2002 (D Bywater et al). 

 

149. Laughing Gull Larus atricilla 

There has been just one record of this North American species. 

 

A first summer was at Scalby Lodge Pond on 22
nd

 July 2005. Found at 0735hrs it flew towards 

ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀ ŀǘ луллƘǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǎŜŜƴ ŀƎŀƛƴ (N W Addey). 

 

150. Mediterranean Gull Larus melanocephalus 

This species is increasing quite rapidly in the UK as a whole and this increasing trend has been reflected in the 

area, where it is now recorded as a regular winter visitor. The first record was of one seen from a fishing boat off 

Scarborough on 12
th

 October 1958. Further records followed at Scarborough on 30
th

 January 1960, Scalby Mills 

on 21
st

 March to 14
th

 May 1965, Scarborough on 30
th

 August 1965 and Scarborough on 1
st

 October 1969. Two 

birds were recorded in 1973; three in 1974 and a dramatic increase in 1975 when 18 were recorded. Now the 

most favoured area is Holbeck, where it can easily be located for much of the year, but Seamer Road Mere and 

Scalby Mills also often host birds. In most years birds appear in July or August, with the earliest re-appearance 

being on 4
th

 July 2008. The number of birds present in the area is typically between five and seven, but nine 

individuals were present at Scalby Mills from January to March 1976. Birds remain throughout the autumn and 

winter and depart in the early spring with late dates in April in most years and the latest date being 14
th

 May 

1965. 

 

151. Common Gull Larus canus 

A common winter visitor and passage migrant easily seen throughout the area. The largest counts are usually 

recorded during the winter or early spring, and counts of 1000 or more are not unusual. By far the largest count 

is 10,000 on The Carrs at Yedingham / Marishes on 15
th

 March 1999. Birds on active migration are sometimes 

noted moving past Long Nab in the autumn with 410 flying south past there on 4
th

 November 1999 being the 

largest count by some margin. 

 

152. Ring-billed Gull Larus delawarensis 

A very rare visitor with just two records. 

 

An adult at Scalby Mills on 26
th

 February 1999 (D Bywater, J Phillips, J Harwood). 

An adult at Scalby Mills on 31
st

 December 1999-1
st

 January 2000 was seen again on five further 

occasions with the last sighting on 12
th

 March (D Bywater et al). 

 

153. Lesser Black-backed Gull Larus fuscus 



This species has undergone a dramatic change in status over the past 50 years. Just 14 birds were recorded 

between 1961 and 1970, and 18 between 1971 and 1980. The upward trend began in the next decade with 79 

ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ мфум ŀƴŘ мффлΦ {ƛƴŎŜ мффмΣ ǿƘŜƴ ŀ Ŏƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ ŜƛƎƘǘ ŀǘ .ǳǊǘƻƴ wƛƎƎǎ ǿŀǎ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ΨǊŜŎƻǊŘ 

ƴǳƳōŜǊΩΣ ƛǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŎƻƳŜ markedly more numerous. In recent years peak counts regularly range between 550 and 

800 with a count of 820 on 21
st

 September 2005 being the largest count in the area. Primarily recorded as a 

passage migrant in both spring and autumn it has recently established itself as a breeding species with a few 

pairs breeding in Scarborough town. Odd birds may be seen along the coast during the winter months, but they 

are rare at this season. The largest numbers are recorded at Wykeham Lakes, where the roost provides the most 

obvious evidence of birds moving through on passage during August to October.  

 

154. Herring Gull Larus argentatus 

A common resident whose characteristic calls can be heard throughout Scarborough town. Like many abundant 

species it receives relatively little attention from birders, but counts in excess of 300 are not unusual and the 

largest counts are of 5000+ and 4000 at Seamer Rubbish Tip on 27
th

 November 2010 and 4
th

 September 2006 

respectively. Interestingly there were just two roof-top nesting pairs in Scarborough town in 1967 and six pairs in 

1969. This contrasts with the 1528 pairs recorded breeding in the town in 2000. A nesting seabird count between 

Rocky Point and Scalby Mills produced a total of 51 nests, which compares with 86 nests along the same stretch 

of coast in 2000. Movements of birds arriving in the UK for the winter are sometimes recorded at Long Nab with 

900 south past there on 4
th

 November 1999 including some birds of the Scandinavian nominate form. 

 

155. Yellow-legged Gull Larus michahellis 

An increasingly regular visitor in very small numbers, that could be found almost anywhere in the area. Most 

records are of one or two birds and much of the recent increase is likely to be as much down to observer 

awareness as any real increase in frequency of occurrence. The peak period is late summer, autumn and early 

winter, but there are records from most months, with the gull roost at Wykeham Lakes the most favoured site. 

 

156. Caspian Gull Larus cachinnans 

A rare visitor with just two records. 

 

A juvenile was at Wykeham Lakes on 14
th

 September 2006 (N W Addey). 

A juvenile at Seamer Tip Pools on 10
th

 August 2009 (N W Addey). 

 

157. Iceland Gull Larus glaucoides 

Pretty much an annual winter visitor in small numbers, the earliest arrivals are normally recorded in December, 

but November appearances are not too unusual and the earliest records involve a second winter at the harbour 

on 27
th

-30
th

 October 1989 and one seen flying north past Long Nab on 27
th

 October 2002. Most sightings refer to 

single birds with Scalby Mills and the harbour being favoured locations. There are generally more sightings 

during January and February, with four at Scalby Mills on 27
th

 February 2000 being the highest day total. Birds 

are recorded into the spring until March or April, with the latest birds being one at Scalby Mills on 10
th

 May 1975 

and a 1
st

 summer bird at Scarborough on 8
th

-26
th

 May 1994. 

 

158. Glaucous Gull Larus hyperboreus 

Has a similar status to the previous species, although with a slightly greater range of dates. As with Iceland Gull 

the first autumn birds appear in November or December, but there have been a number of autumn migrants 

seen in September, the earliest of which was seen at Cayton Carr on 2
nd

 September 2006. Almost all sightings 

refer to single birds and spring departures have taken place by the end of March or April in most years. An 

impressive мл όƴƛƴŜ ΨƛƳƳŀǘǳǊŜǎΩ Ҍ ƻƴŜ ŀŘǳƭǘύ ǿŜǊŜ ǊŜŎƻrded on 16
th

 December 1942. Perhaps the best winter for 

this species was the first quarter of 1978 when up to 12 individuals were recorded at the harbour, with seven 

noted there on 22
nd

 March. Occasional birds may be seen the summer months. A single first seen at Burton Riggs 

on 18
th

 May 1999 perhaps responsible for further sightings in July and August of that year. ! άƧǳǾŜƴƛƭŜέ ǿŀǎ ǎŜŜƴ 

at the harbour on the 25
th

 August 1978, although as August seems rather early for a juvenile to arrive this record 

perhaps actually relates a 1
st

 summer bird? 

 

159. Great Black-backed Gull Larus marinus 



Primarily a winter visitor, although this species can be seen throughout the year. It does not breed in the area 

and the largest numbers are reported in the November to February period when counts of up to 1000 are not 

unusual. The largest recorded concentration was 2000 at Crook Ness on 4
th

 November 1998. 

 

160. Bridled Tern Onychoprion anaethetus 

A rare vagrant with a single record. 

 

One flew north at Scarborough on 18
th

 October 1990 (R H Appleby). 

 

161. Little Tern Sternula albifrons 

A rare and irregular visitor with 17 records involving 27 individuals since 1970. The majority of records are during 

the autumn with one to two noted between 11
th

 July and 20
th

 October and a record of five past Long Nab on 5
th

 

August 1976. There have been just two spring records, one at Scalby Mills on 27
th

 April 1997 and five flying north 

past Long Nab on 2
nd

 May 1999.  

 

162. Black Tern Childonias niger 

The first area records were at Scalby Mills in 1863 and Osgodby in 1901. ¢ƘǊŜŜ ƧǳǾŜƴƛƭŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǎŜŜƴ ƛƴ WŀŎƪǎƻƴΩǎ 

Bay in September 1952. The modern-day status is as a rare passage migrant with one to three records totalling 

up to nine birds in most years. 1998 and 2006 both produced sightings on six dates, with 13 and 10 birds 

respectively. Spring migrants are in the minority and span 4
th

 May to 12
th

 June. Autumn sightings provide the 

majority of the records and most span the period 31
st

 July to 29
th

 September, with a clear peak in late August and 

early September.  A late juvenile lingered at Wykeham Lakes from 14
th

 September to 3
rd

 November 2004, with an 

adult joining it on 17
th

 October 2004.  

 

163. White-winged Black Tern Childonias leucopterus 

A rare vagrant with three records. 

 

One near Scalby Mills in 1860. 

One shot at Scarborough on 26
th

 September 1896. 

A juvenile was at Burton Riggs on 10
th

-11
th

 August 1996 (G Lindley, J Hewitt, P Senior, R N 

Hopper et al). 

 

164. Sandwich Tern Sterna sandvicensis 

The first arrival dates for this species are surprisingly varied, with the earliest being on 25
th

 March in 1995 and 

1999, and the latest on 6
th

 May 1998. April arrivals are more normal but birds remain scarce throughout the 

spring period. Larger numbers begin to appear in late summer and significant movements can be observed from 

Long Nab or Marine Drive. The largest such movements have been 1880 north past Long Nab on 17
th

 August 

1977 and 660 flying north past Long Nab on 8
th

 August 2001. Although large movements are not recorded 

annually, movements of 200-400 are not unusual. In some years significant numbers may roost in the Scalby 

aƛƭƭǎ κ WŀŎƪǎƻƴΩǎ .ŀȅ ŀǊŜŀ ŀƴŘ Ŏƻǳƴǘǎ ƻŦ млл ς нлл ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǳƴǳǎǳŀƭΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ōŜƛƴƎ рлл ŀǘ WŀŎƪǎƻƴΩǎ .ŀȅ ƻƴ 

23
rd

 July 2000. Birds are present throughout September and the last birds are normally seen in October or early 

November, with the latest bird being an exceptional sighting of one in South Bay on 2
nd

 December 1997. 

 

165. Common Tern Sterna hirundo 

A common passage migrant that usually first appears in the second half of April or early May. The earliest arrival 

is a bird in North Bay on 3
rd

 April 2010. Birds remain scarce during the spring and it is only during the late 

summer and autumn period that significant numbers are seen, although larger numbers do not occur every year. 

The largest movement involved 1720 moving south past Long Nab on 2
nd

 September 2006. The same day 900 

roosted at Scalby Mills, which is also the largest count from that location. Birds linger into October in most years 

with last dates often in the second half of the month or in early November. The latest bird was one flying south 

past Marine Drive on 12
th

 November 1996. 

 

166. Roseate Tern Sterna dougallii 



The first area record, an adult in North Bay on 5
th

 August 1964, has proven to be a typical record. It is now 

regarded as a scarce passage migrant that has shown a small increase in frequency in line with recent increases 

in the breeding population in Northumberland. Most birds are seen roosting at Scalby Mills or moving past Long 

Nab during seawatches. Autumn migrants have appeared as early as 3
rd

 July, but most sightings are in August 

with the latest birds, an adult and juvenile, seen flying north at Long Nab on 5
th

 September 2009. There are three 

spring records, one south past Cromer Point on 15
th

 May 2000 and singles past Long Nab on 28
th

 May and 8
th

 

June 1976. 

 

167. Arctic Tern Sterna paradisaea 

A common passage migrant which is rather scarce in spring, but normally occurs in larger numbers during the 

autumn. The first spring birds are usually seen in late April or May, but in some years it is absent until the 

autumn. The earliest spring sighting involves three flying north past Marine Drive on 8
th

 April 2006. Autumn 

passage commences in July and double figure counts are regularly seen in most years. Larger numbers may be 

observed in some years, with 2006 providing some of the largest counts when 420 flew north past Long Nab on 

3
rd

 August and 400 north past there on 13
th

 August. The peak passage period is from late July to early September, 

but late birds often linger into October and November sightings are far from unusual. The latest sighting refers to 

one off Marine Drive on 12
th

 December 1996. 

 

168. Guillemot Uria aalge 

Large numbers occur in spring and summer with birds from breeding colonies outside the district feeding in the 

area and sometimes numbering in the low thousands. Although under-recorded, significant movements are 

sometimes recorded from Long Nab or Marine Drive, with several hundred or more not unusual and a 

movement of 6000+ auks south past Long Nab on 4
th

 October 2004 largely involving this species. Much scarcer in 

the winter months but a few birds can often be seen along the coast or sheltering in the harbour. 

 

169. Razorbill Alca torda 

The status of this species is much the same as Guillemot, with large numbers occurring in spring and summer. 

Significant movements are sometimes recorded from Long Nab or Marine Drive, with counts of several hundred 

or more not unusual and a peak count of 1500 past Long Nab on 21
st

 July 2008. Much scarcer in the winter 

months but a few birds can often be seen along the coast or sheltering in the harbour. 

 

170. Black Guillemot Cepphus grille 

An uncommon visitor with 18 records. 

 

One was in Scarborough Harbour on 13
th

 January 1958 (R H Appleby, A J Wallis).  

One lingered on Peasholm Park Lake for about ten days from 17
th

 December 1959. 

One was seen six miles offshore on 26
th

 September 1965 (R H Appleby). 

Singles in North Bay and Cornelian Bay on 18
th

 November 1972 presumably relate to the same 

individual (R H Appleby, H E Scott, I J Proctor).  

hƴŜ ŀǘ WŀŎƪǎƻƴΩǎ .ŀȅ on 27
th

 April 1973 (F J Thomson). 

One picked up alive in Cornelian Bay on 3
rd

 July later died (K Fenton). 

One at Long Nab on 17
th

 September 1977 (M Francis). 

One found dead in North Bay on 18
th

 February 1979 (J Webb). 

One in South Bay on 22
nd

 January 1994 (R H Appleby). 

One on the sea near Cromer Point on 16
th

 February 1996 (M Francis). 

One flew north past Long Nab on 5
th

 October 1996 (J Hewitt, S Wignill). 

One flew north past Marine Drive on 29
th

 October 1998 (R H Appleby). 

One was in North Bay on 31
st

 May 1999 (N Bewley). 

One flew north past Marine Drive on 3
rd

 September 2000 (N W Addey). 

One flew past Long Nab on 9
th

 June 2001 (N W Addey, J W Thompson). 

One flew south off Marine Drive on 12
th

 March 2003 (R H Appleby, I Austin, P Willey). 

One flew north off Marine Drive on 21
st

 October 2003 (R H Appleby, I Austin, P Willey). 

One flew north past Long Nab on 9
th

 November 2009 (N W Addey). 

 



171. Little Auk Alle alle 

A late autumn migrant and winter visitor in variable numbers. The earliest autumn bird was recorded on 23
rd

 

September 2003, but peak period is late October and November with the largest recorded movement involving 

2158 past Marine Drive on 9
th

 November 2001. There are a small number of records in December through to 

February with counts usually in single figures apart from counts of 2081 past Marine Drive on 11
th

 January 1995 

and at least 551 moving past Marine Drive on 31
st

 January 2003. Records away from the coast include one at 

Thornton le Dale in November 1942, an exhausted bird picked up half a mile inland at Cloughton Newlands on 5
th

 

November 1965, one at Dalby in early February 1983 (died on 7
th

 February) and one picked up dead at Scalby 

School on 26
th

 December 1983. The latest spring migrant is one picked up moribund at Scalby Mills on 17
th

 March 

2001. Also of note is an unusual record of one flying south with Guillemots at Marine Drive on 18
th

 July 1997. 

 

172. Puffin Fratercula arctica 

A fairly common summer visitor mostly recorded between April and September. Sightings between December 

and March are very rare, with just odd records for December, January and February. Birds are recorded moving 

along the coast on a regular basis with counts in excess of a hundred on several occasions. There are two counts 

in excess of 300; 323 past Long Nab on 6
th

 June 2001 and 313 past the on 7
th

 July 2001. 

 

173. tŀƭƭŀǎΩǎ {ŀƴŘƎǊƻǳǎŜ Syrrhaptes paradoxus 

A rare vagrant but no records since the 19
th

 century. 

 

An influx into the British Isles in 1888 resulted in two or three flocks being seen in the area with 25 at 

Scarborough on 16
th

 May.  

 

174. Feral Pigeon Columba livia 

 

175. Stock Dove Columba oenas 

A widely distributed resident breeder with peak counts usually between 15 and 25. The highest recorded counts 

involve 50 at Frank Cliff, Cornelian on 2
nd

 January 1999 and an impressive 95 at Seamer  on 22
nd

 February 2011. 

 

176. Woodpigeon Columba palumbus 

An abundant breeding resident that is easily found throughout the area. The largest numbers occur in the winter 

months when large flocks congregate on the farmland of The Carrs. Counts in excess of 1000 are not unusual and 

the largest count involving at least 4900 resulting from a combined count covering Wykeham Lakes (2500), 

Wykeham Forest (1500), Crossgates (500) and Cayton Bay (400). Many of the birds occurring in the UK during the 

winter have arrived from Scandinavia, but the movements of these birds are rarely observed along the coast. 

 

177. Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto 

An under-recorded but common breeding resident that can be found throughout the area.  The largest counts 

are typically around 40-50 with the largest recorded count being 100 at Scalby Lodge on 15
th

 October 2002. 

 

178. Turtle Dove Streptopelia turtur 

Formerly more common, this species has undergone an alarming decline in recent years. It is still fairly readily 

seen in Wykeham, Langdale and Dalby Forests, but elsewhere it is often erratic and difficult to find. The first 

spring arrivals are usually in the first half of May, with the earliest arrival being three at Broxa and one at Beck 

Hole on 16
th

 April 1972. Coastal records are infrequent at almost any time of year, so four at Cloughton Fields 

Farm on 1
st

 August 2010 is most unusual. Most records involve small numbers of birds and autumn withdrawals 

are not particularly obvious with the last birds usually seen in late August or September. In this context 13 at 

Scalby on 18
th

 September 1994 and 16 on wires at Malton Cote, near Ebberston on 25
th

 August 2009 are notable. 

October records are unusual, but include one at Scalby on 5
th

 October 1999 and one at a bird table in the area on 

23
rd

 October 1995.  

 

179. Rufous Turtle Dove Streptopelia orientalis 

A rare vagrant with a single record. 

 



A first year bird at Scarborough on 23
rd

 October 1889 was of the eastern form orientalis and constituted 

the first British record. 

 

180. Ring-necked Parakeet Psittacula krameri 

Just one record of this introduced species. 

 

One flew west over Burniston on 18
th

 March 2003 (M Francis). 

 

181. Cuckoo Cuculus canorus 

A thinly distributed summer visitor whose first arrivals usually take place during the third week of April and that 

is showing a significant decline in line with its status in the UK as a whole. Astonishingly early migrants were seen 

at Scalby and Ayton on 15
th

 February 1945, whilst an exhausted bird was in Scarborough on 15
th

 March 1945. 

More usually arrivals are in mid or late April, with the earliest modern record at West Ayton on 15
th

 April 2002. 

Further birds arrive during late April and May, but there are never any obvious concentrations of birds in any one 

location. Departures from the area are rather unobtrusive with the latest recorded bird being a juvenile at Scalby 

Lodge on 12
th

-21
st

 September 1999. 

 

182. Yellow-billed Cuckoo Coccyzus americanus 

There is one record of perhaps the single most surprising species to have appeared in the Scarborough area. 

 

One at Cloughton on 14
th 
ς 17

th
 November 1953 (E H Ramskir, R S Pollard, E A Wallis, R M 

Garnett, R Chislett et al). 

 

183. Barn Owl Tyto alba 

Regarded as rare prior to 1952, it is now a fairly common resident that is doing well and widely distributed across 

the area. There are no records of the dark-breasted continental form guttata. 

 

184. Little Owl Athene noctua 

First recorded in 1924, this species has spread across much of the area and is now a widespread and thinly 

distributed resident inhabiting lowland farmland habitat in the area. 

 

185. Tawny Owl Strix aluco 

A common breeding resident occurring in woodlands throughout the area. 

 

186. Long-eared Owl Asio otus 

wŜƎŀǊŘŜŘ ŀǎ ŦŀƛǊƭȅ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мфнлΩǎ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ has declined and is now a scarce bird, although it is surely 

overlooked. It bred at Wilton in 1938 and there are occasional records of breeding birds in the extensive forests 

of our area and doubtless breeding takes place unnoticed more regularly than reports suggest. A few birds are 

seen along the coast during the autumn, mostly in October or November, but such sightings are far from annual. 

A roost of three was found at Cayton Carrs on 24
th

 Jan 1977. 

 

187. Short-eared Owl Asio flammeus 

An uncommon winter visitor and passage migrant that is perhaps best looked for in the Star Carr / Cayton Carr 

area. The majority of sightings are of one or two birds, but up to six were wintering in the Star Carr / Cayton Carr 

area in November / December 2002. The last wintering birds have normally departed by late March or April, but 

there is a late record of one on 27
th

 May 2003. There is one breeding record involving a bird carrying prey at 

Blakey Topping on 10
th

 July 1981. Migrants may be seen anywhere along the coast, with some appearing in late 

September and there being a peak in occurrences during October. 

 

188. ¢ŜƴƎƳŀƭƳΩǎ hǿƭ Aegolius funereus 

A rare vagrant with three records from the 19
th

 century.  

 

hƴŜ ŎŀǳƎƘǘ ƻƴ hƭƛǾŜǊΩǎ aƻǳƴǘ ƛƴ мууоΦ 

One caught on a boat off Scarborough in 1884. 



One trapped at Ayton Moor in 1885. 

 

189. Nightjar Caprimulgus europaeus 

A fairly common summer visitor inhabiting areas of clear fell in the extensive forests of the area. A pair nested 

almost within the town boundary in 1926 and there is a record of one calling at what is now Wykeham Lakes in 

June 1982. The first birds are normally recorded in the last week of May, but the earliest arrival was one at Little 

Grain Head in Langdale Forest on 6
th

 May 2003. Birds can be heard churring throughout June and July and the 

last birds are normally recorded in late July or August.  A survey of Langdale Forest in June 2010 revealed the 

presence of at least 83 churring males. One seen on Burniston Road on 20
th

 September 1994 is the latest record 

for the area. 

 

190. Swift Apus apus 

A common summer visitor and migrant with significant passage movements taking place in most years. The first 

birds are normally recorded in late April or early May, but there is an amazing early record of one at Cornelian 

Bay on 14
th

 March 1995, the earliest arrival date for this species in Yorkshire. Birds usually become quickly 

established in the area and are easily seen in most towns and villages. Significant movements have been noted 

during June and July in a number of years, with hundreds and sometimes thousands of birds on the move. There 

have been at least three movements in excess of 2000; 2319 south past Long Nab on 27
th

 June 2001, 2448 past 

Scalby Lodge Pond/Cromer Point on 11
th

 July and 2600 past Long Nab on 29
th

 July 2003. Birds are regularly seen 

until the end of August, but few birds are left by September, and the last birds often noted in that month or 

during the first week of October. There have been at least four November records ς ƻƴŜ ŀǘ ά{ŎŀǊōƻǊƻǳƎƘέ ƻƴ н
nd

 

November 1976, one over Scalby Mills on 6
th

 November 2005Σ ƻƴŜ ŀǘ ά{ŎŀǊōƻǊƻǳƎƘέ ƻƴ т
th

 November 1977 and 

ƻƴŜ ƻǾŜǊ WŀŎƪǎƻƴΩǎ .ŀȅ ƻƴ мп
th

 November 2000. With recent records of Pallid Swift falling in early November, one 

wonders if any of these may have been that species! 

 

191. Alpine Swift Apus melba 

A rare vagrant with 10 records from the area. 

 

hƴŜ ǿŀǎ ǎŜŜƴ ŀǘ ά{ŎŀǊōƻǊƻǳƎƘέ ƻƴ мт
th

 April 1880 and seen again at intervals for a fortnight 

(Nelson). 

One watched as it came in over the sea in the autumn of 1890, died as it made landfall 

(Nelson). 

One was seen at Burniston on 14
th

 June 1976 (J Webb). 

One at Castle Hill on 18
th

 ς 19
th

 September 1976 (M Francis, F A Whitford et al). 

One was over North Bay on 6
th

 September 1980 (J Webb). 

One was seen at Scalby Mills on 4
th

 May 1994 (T M England). 

One flew south over Cornelian Bay on 3
rd

 June 1995 (S Wignill). 

One flew south during a large movement of Common Swifts at Long Nab on 27
th

 June 2001 (S 

Wignill). 

One found at South Bay on 14
th

 March 2004 remained in the area until 15
th

 April 2004, the 

longest stay for this species in the UK (A Scott et al). 

One was feeding over Ravenscar for at least half an hour on 30
th

 March 2010 (A Taylor, P 

Taylor).   

 

192. Kingfisher Alcedo atthis 

A thinly distributed breeding resident that can be found by rivers and ponds across most of the lowland parts of 

the area. 

 

193. Bee-eater Merops apiaster 

This avian colour chart is a rare vagrant to the area with just three records. 

 

Four were seen at Pickering on 27
th

 ς 29
th

 August 1987 (M Brewer, A Brewer et al). 

One was at Scalby Mills on 26
th

 June 1991 (D Bywater). 



One was seen and another heard at Burton Riggs on 27
th

 June 1991 (R H Appleby). Interestingly three 

were seen at Flamborough on 1
st

 July. 

 

194. Roller Coracias garrulous 

There are two historical records of this striking species. A re-appearance would be much appreciated!  

 

 One was killed at Seamer on in 1832. 

 One was obtained in Scarborough in 1833. 

 

195. Hoopoe Upupa epops 

A rare visitor with eleven records, seven of which have been in the autumn. 

 

One was at Scarborough Lighthouse on 1
st

 November 1900 (Captain Grantham). 

One at Ganton on 3
rd

 November 1910 (W J Clarke). 

One caught on a trawler off Scarborough on 7
th

 November 1932 (W J Clarke). 

One at Long Nab 12
th

 May 1978 (M Francis). 

One at Castle Hill 1
st

 October 1979 (M Francis). 

One was in Troutsdale on 9
th

-10
th

 April 1989 (A J Wallis). 

One was at Ravenscar on 24
th

-29
th

 October 1990 (No observer details available). 

One was found dead at Ravenscar on 23
rd

 April 1994 (R H Appleby). 

One was at Burton Riggs from 29
th

 September to 3
rd

 October 2001 (J Hewitt, P Senior, R N 

Hopper, D Bywater et al). 

One near Scalby Lodge on 26
th

 April 2008 moved to Cromer Point and back during the day (A 

Ford et al). 

One was found dead at Mill Beck Farm, Boggle Hole on 17
th

 October 2010 (S Brown per M J 

Carroll). 

 

196. Wryneck Jynx torquilla 

A less than annual scarce migrant mostly occurring during the autumn. There have been seven spring records 

that include one found dead at Cloughton in April 1947, with all the others occurring between 2
nd

 and 10
th

 May, 

and include a particularly impressive three at Scalby Mills on 2
nd

 May 1978 and an inland bird at Wykeham on 4
th

 

May 1995. The autumn records are spread between 21
st

 August and 28
th

 September. Predictably the most 

favoured areas are the coast between Scalby Mills and Crook Ness and Castle Hill, although this is doubtless at 

least partly a reflection of the greater observer effort in these areas.  

 

197. Green Woodpecker Picus viridis 

A thinly spread, localised and scarce breeding resident across the extensive woodlands and forests of the area. 

On the coastal strip, regular at Ravenscar, but otherwise sightings in this well watched area are infrequent. 

 

198. Great Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopus major 

A common resident easily found in all woodlands, shelter belts and parklands throughout the area. Surveys in 

the forests suggest that there has been a significant increase in population over the past ten years. Birds 

appearing at Castle Hill and other locations along the coast may provide some evidence that a few immigrants 

may be of continental origin, although it is undoubtedly the case that the vast majority of such sightings are of 

birds with a more local origin.  

 

199. Lesser Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopus minor 

A rare resident that is reported less and less frequently each year (no reports in 2009 and just one in 2010!), with 

the Forge Valley being the most favoured area and responsible for most of the recent sightings. Confirmed 

breeding records come from Pickering in 1942 and Thornton le Dale in 1953. It is likely that birds may linger 

unnoticed in parts of the extensively forested parts of the area. 

 

200. Golden Oriole Oriolus oriolus 

A rare spring visitor with eight records involving at least nine individuals seen in the area. 



 

An undated record from Snainton is listed in Mather. 

A male at Hackness in July 1911. 

One at Suffield in July 1932. 

One was at Ruston Carr Plantation on 30
th

 May ς 1
st

 June 1994 (R H Appleby). 

Singles heard on 10
th

 and 15
th

 June 1997, but on neither occasion were birds actually seen 

(R H Appleby, E Thompson). Audio recorded. 

One was singing in Scarborough district in the early morning of 14
th

 May 1999 (R H 

Appleby). 

A male was heard and a female seen at a site in the district on 14
th

 May 2000. A singing 

male was heard at the same location on 30
th

 May and 17
th

 June 2000 (R H Appleby, I 

Austin). Audio recorded. 

One at West Ayton on 4
th

 June 2002 (D Bywater). 

A male was heard at a site in the district on 5
th

 ς 7
th

 June 2002 (R H Appleby, I Austin). 

Audio recorded. 

 

201. Red-backed Shrike Lanius collurio 

hƴŜ ǿŀǎ ŀǘ {ŜŀƳŜǊ wƻŀŘ aŜǊŜ ƛƴ aŀȅ мууфΣ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ȅŜŀǊ ŀ ǇŀƛǊ ōǊŜŘ ŀǘ hƭƛǾŜǊΩǎ aƻǳƴǘΦ ! ƴŜǎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŦƻǳǊ 

eggs was found on along Red Scar Lane in June 1965. Since then the status has been that of a scarce passage 

migrant that has been recorded in the area on at least 39 occasions, with a minimum of 43 birds involved. Birds 

have appeared during both spring and autumn, with a majority of sightings during the autumn. With the 

exception of one at Black Holes, Langdale Forest on 23
rd

 April 2009 (B Walker), spring occurrences are mostly in 

the latter half of May with the dated records spanning 16
th

 May to 9
th

 June. There was a notable influx in 1977 

when pairs were recorded at Cliff Top House on 18
th

-28
th

 May, Low Peak, Ravenscar in the last week of May and 

Thorn Park on 18
th

-20
th

 June. There are two July records; an undated bird at West Ayton in 1944 and a female at 

²ƛƭǎƻƴΩǎ aŀǊǎƘΣ {ŜŀƳŜǊ ƻƴ т
th

 July 1996. The return passage is spans 23
rd

 August (1984) to 27
th

 September 

(1996). All records refer to single birds except ǘǿƻ ŀǘ ά{ŎŀǊōƻǊƻǳƎƘέ ƻƴ му
th

 Sept 1969. 

 

202. Lesser Grey Shrike Lanius minor 

A rare vagrant with just one record, although a recent record from just outside our area, near Malton, perhaps 

gives us hope that another one will occur in the area before too long. 

 

One was present at Eastfield from 4
th

 July to 27
th

 August 1961 (R H Appleby, H O Bunce, J Cudworth, A J 

Wallis, P J Stead et al). 

 

203. Great Grey Shrike Lanius excubitor 

Formerly more regular in the county, its current status is that of a scarce winter visitor and passage migrant 

whose appearances can be erratic, but which has been found in larger numbers during the last two or three 

winters. Its tendency to occur in the less well covered parts of the extensive forested areas may mean that 

recent occurrence rates are more normal than we perhaps realise.  The earliest arrival dates involve singles at 

Harwood Dale in September 1953 (undated), at Ravenscar on 3
rd

 October 1965 and two near Cliff Top House on 

8
th

 October 1998. The latest staying spring migrants have been one at Black Holes in Langdale Forest on 16
th

 April 

2009, one at RAF Fylingdales on 27
th

 April мфут ŀƴŘ ƻƴŜ ŀǘ ά{ŎŀǊōƻǊƻǳƎƘέ ƻƴ ну
th

 April 1977. 

 

204. Woodchat Shrike Lanius senator 

This Mediterranean species has occurred on four occasions and given the increased frequency with which it is 

being found in the UK, a re-appearance is perhaps overdue. 

 

Two ΨȅƻǳƴƎ ōƛǊŘǎΩ ƻōǘŀƛƴŜŘ ŀǘ /ŀǎǘƭŜ Iƛƭƭ ƛƴ мусл ƻǊ мусм ό! { .ŜƭƭύΦ 

One was shot at Hackness in June 1881. 

One was at Irton Moor on 7
th

 June 1966 (P Robson). 

A male was on Castle Hill on 22
nd
ς23

rd
 June 1991 (R Crofton et al). 

 

205. Jay Garrulus glandarius 



A fairly common resident of woodlands and forests in the area, but somewhat scarcer on the coast. It is likely 

that some immigrants arrive in the area from the continent, but confirming this is difficult in most years. 

However, 20 seen in the Dalby Forest on 20
th

 February 1948 were said to have the grey mantles associated with 

the continental form. Whilst in 1983, in common with many other coastal counties around the UK, a significant 

influx was recorded during September/October. At this time 84 flew west over Seamer Road Mere in the period 

17
th

-24
th

 October, with 42 on 20
th

 October being the largest count. 20 were seen at Ellerburn in late February 

1987. 

 

206. Magpie Pica pica 

This under-recorded species is clearly a common and widespread resident breeder, but submitted counts rarely 

exceed 20-30. 

 

207. Nutcracker Nucifraga caryocatactes 

A rare vagrant with only two records, occurring during the major invasion into the UK in 1968, and presumed to 

relate to the same birds. 

 

One to three were in Wykeham Forest from 7
th

 October ς end of November 1968. The YNU report for 

мфсу ǎǘŀǘŜǎ άThere were 26 sightings of birds in Wykeham Forest during October and November which 

ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ōƛǊŘǎ όW ² wƻōƛƴǎƻƴύέ. 

Two at Wykeham Forest on 25
th

 February to at least 4
th

 May 1969 (R H Appleby, A J Wallis). 

 

208. Jackdaw Corvus monedula 

A common resident throughout the area that often associates with Rook flocks. It is generally under-recorded 

and peak counts in most years rarely exceed 100-150 birds. Larger numbers are infrequently reported with the 

largest counts in recent years involving 490 flying south-east over Hackness at dusk on 4
th

 July 2008 and 650 

heading towards the Cayton Cliff roost on 7
th

 November 2010. 

 

209. Rook Corvus frugilegus 

Although under-recorded this species is clearly a very common resident with a number of sizeable rookeries 

throughout the area. Large flocks build up in the late summer and remain intact until the mid-winter period 

when birds begin to return to the rookeries.  The largest counts in recent years involve at least 2000 at 

Scampston on 29
th

 July 2006 and 2000+ roosting at Cayton Cliff on 7
th

 November 2010. 

 

210. Carrion Crow Corvus corone 

Largely ignored by birders, this is a common resident throughout the area, although there has been an increase 

in numbers in Scarborough in recent years. The largest flocks have all been recorded along the coast in the 

October to December period, and perhaps indicates some immigration from the continent. The two largest 

counts have been 400 at Cromer Point on 16
th

 November 1996 and 500 at Hayburn Wyke on 10
th

 December 

1996. Otherwise counts of 50 ς 100 are more typical. 

 

211. Hooded Crow Corvus cornix 

Formerly a more numerous and more regular visitor to the area, the modern day status is that of a rare and 

irregular visitor, with a clear peak of occurrences during late April and early May. In March 1942 at least 100 

were seen at Thornton le Dale. In February 1949 50 were roosting in Raincliffe Woods, whilst 26 were seen at 

Scarbrough Tip during February 1977. Since 1995 there have been just 12 records involving a minimum of 13 

birds, with spring occurrences concentrated between 3
rd

 April and 15
th

 May and just four birds having been seen 

in the historically more expected winter period and an unusual single at Seamer Tip on 16
th

 July 2009. 

 

212. Raven Corvus corax 

In the 19
th

 Century this species bred along the coast north of Scarborough and regularly bred on the Castle Cliff 

up until 1855. In 1944 a pair was recorded at Seamer Moor in August and Silpho Moor in October. After a long 

gap there have been an increasing number of recent records which reflects the species recent increase and 

range expansion in the UK. 

 



One over Staxton Brow on 8
th

 March 2004 (N W Addey). 

One drifted north over Cromer Point on 17
th

 April 2004 (M Francis). 

One was at Ellerburn on 2
nd
ς3

rd
 May 2004 (C Blakely). 

 One at Hilla Green on 26
th

 August 2008 (D Mansell). 

One at Housedale, Dalby Forest on 16
th

 March 2009 (M J Carroll). 

One over Sand Dale, Dalby Forest on 1
st

 May 2010 (M J Carroll). 

One over Scarborough town on 11
th

 May 2010 (J Middleton). 

One seen from the Wykeham Raptor Watchpoint on 10
th

 July 2010 (Several observers). 

One flew over Willerby/Binnington Carrs on 31
st

 August 2010 (R H Appleby, P Willey). 

One flew from Derwent Head, Fylingdales Moor  towards Harwood Dale on 6
th

 March 2011. 

 

213. Goldcrest Regulus regulus 

A common resident with the largest numbers breeding in the extensive coniferous forests in the area. It is also a 

common autumn passage migrant with significant arrivals occurring in October in most years. The peak autumn 

counts are typically between 50 and 80, but larger arrivals have included 800 at Castle Hill on 9
th

 October 1975 

and 500 at Castle Hill on 16
th

 October 2005 

 

214. Firecrest Regulus ignicapilla 

This species is primarily recorded as an autumn passage migrant along the coastal strip, with most records 

coming from the well watched Castle Hill. Most autumn records span the period 6
th

 October and 28
th

 November, 

but there is an early sighting of one at Castle Hill on 9
th

 September 2010. Spring records are unusual, with just 

nine traced that span the period 3
rd

 March to 11
th

 May, the latest of which is one at Thornton le Dale in 2009. 

The only other inland sightings involve one at Low Dalby on 19
th

 February 1980, one at Sawdon on 6
th

 April 1982 

and one with a tit flock at Woof Howe Grain, Langdale Forest on 10
th

 November 2009. All sightings refer to single 

birds with the exception of two at Castle Hill on 27
th

-28
th

 October 1991 and 13
th

 October 2002. 

 

215. Blue Tit Cyanistes caeruleus 

One of the most familiar birds in the area, this is an abundant resident breeder. Evidence of immigration from 

the continent is suggested by counts of 80 on Castle Hill between 3
rd

 and 9
th

 October 1973 and 300 at the same 

location on 9
th

 October 1975 and 13
th

 October 1979.  

 

216. Great Tit Parus major 

One of the most familiar birds in the area, this is an abundant resident breeder. 40 were at Castle Hill on 28
th

 

October 1983 with 30 there on 13
th

 October 1979. 

 

217. Coal Tit Periparus ater 

This is a common resident that has shown a significant increase in the forests since 1997 and is easily found in 

woodlands across the area. 

 

218. Willow Tit Poecile montana 

The first recorded occurrence in the area was in 1926 and subsequently it was found in the Forge Valley, Stainton 

Dale and Thornton le Dale. In recent years it has become an increasingly difficult bird to track down, but small 

numbers of this declining species still occur in the area, with patches of woodland, copses and shelter belts in 

The Carrs being most favoured and recent records coming from Wykeham Lakes, Potter Brompton Carr, Willerby 

Carr, Staxton, Dalby Forest and Cloughton Newlands Dale. 

 

219. Marsh Tit Poecile palustris 

This species remains a fairly common resident of most woodland habitats in the area. Most easily encountered 

at the birders car park in the Forge Valley, but can be found in many deciduous woodland sites. 

 

220. Bearded Tit Panurus biarmicus 

A rare visitor with just five records involving nine birds. 

 

Five at Cloughton Wyke on 24
th

 October 1973 (J Webb). 



A female at Burton Riggs on 26
th

 October 1989 (R H Appleby). Previously erroneously published 

in the relevant YNU Report as being at Seamer Road Mere. 

One was seen feeding in reeds at Wykeham Lakes on 18
th

 April 2001 (B Pinning). 

Two (one male) were seen at Hood Lane Cloughton on 30
th

 October 2005 (N W Addey). 

One reported at Castle Hill on 13
th

 October 2010 (per Birdguides) was seen again the next day 

before flying high south (S Wignill, A Ford). 

 

221. Woodlark Lullua arborea 

Very rare visitor with just four records. 

 

Three at Cayton Bay on 31
st

 October ς 1
st

 November 1949 (A J Wallis, E A Wallis). 

hƴŜ ŀǘ WŀŎƪǎƻƴΩǎ .ŀȅ ƻƴ нф
th

 January 1976, with two the next day (M Francis et al). 

¢ǿƻ ŀǘ WŀŎƪǎƻƴΩǎ .ŀȅ ƻƴ с
th

 January 1979 (R H Appleby). 

One at Ravenscar on 15
th

 November 2009 (S Cochrane). 

 

222. Skylark Alauda arvensis 

A common resident breeding in farmland throughout the area with significant numbers moving through on 

passage. The largest winter flocks typically number between 60 and 140, although numbers in the last few 

winters have been significantly lower than this. Larger counts include 400 at Seamer Carr on 16
th

 January 2000 

ŀƴŘ олл ƛƴ ŎƭƛŦŦ ǘƻǇ ŦƛŜƭŘǎ ŀǘ WŀŎƪǎƻƴΩǎ .ŀȅ ƻƴ мф
th

 January 2001, but these are far surpassed by 1000 at Long Nab 

on 4
th

 December 2010 and the amazing 4500 recorded in the Long Nab / Scalby Lodge Pond area on 4
th

/5
th

  

January 2010. Passage movements are noted during the autumn, mostly involving just small numbers, but larger 

movements have included 326 past Long Nab on 17
th

 October 1997 and 307 south over Long Nab on 24
th

 

October 2001. 

 

223. Shore Lark Eremophila alpestris 

Primarily an uncommon autumn migrant that may also occur during the mid-winter period. It is not recorded 

annually. The earliest autumn arrival is of 15 at Long Nab on 1
st

 October 1998, but late October or November 

records are more typical. The largest counts involve 20 at Long Nab on 3
rd

 and 10
th

 January 1999 and 28 on cliffs 

at Scalby Mills on 13
th

 February 1975, but mid winter records are unusual. The only spring records involve 15 at 

WŀŎƪǎƻƴΩǎ Bay on 12
th

-17
th

 March 1973, with 19 on the 22
nd

 and a group of 10 at Cromer Point on 23
rd

 April 1998. 

 

224. Sand Martin Riparia riparia 

One of the earliest summer migrants to arrive, it is unusual ƛŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ƘŀǎƴΩǘ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ aŀǊŎƘΦ 

The earlieǎǘ ŀǊǊƛǾŀƭ ƛǎ ǘƘǊŜŜ ŀǘ WŀŎƪǎƻƴΩǎ .ŀȅ ƻƴ т
th

 March 2006, but first dates in the last ten days of the month 

ŀǊŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǘȅǇƛŎŀƭΦ .ƛǊŘǎ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ōǊŜŜŘƛƴƎ ŎƻƭƻƴƛŜǎ ŀǘ WŀŎƪǎƻƴΩǎ .ŀȅ ŀƴŘ ²ȅƪŜƘŀƳ 

Lakes, where counts of occupied nest holes in 2010 were 128 and 98 respectively. A number of colonies have 

disappeared in the past 20 years or so. The former colonies include Rye Topping Farm, Brompton, on the River 

Derwent at Wrench Green and Mowthorpe, Yedmandale Quarry, Ayton and at Burton Riggs. Migrants may be 

seen during the spring movements of other hirundines, but numbers are usually small. Occasionally more 

significant movements may take place, with 700 flying south at Long Nab on 23
rd

 April 2000 being by far the 

largest recorded passage. In the autumn large gatherings may be seen in late July and August, but birds are 

usually scarce by September with the last records usually noted during the third week of the month. There have 

been October records in three years, ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘǊŜŜ ŀǘ ά{ŎŀǊōƻǊƻǳƎƘέ ƻƴ у
th

 October 1974 and the latest at 

Scalby Lodge Pond on 15
th 

October 2002. 

 

225. Swallow Hirundo rustica 

The quintessential harbinger of summer, this species usually first appears during the first week of April, but there 

have been at least four March records, the earliest of which was at Cowarth Beck on 13
th

 March 1997. The main 

arrivals take place in late April and May and significant movements along the coast are sometimes recorded at 

this time, with for example 679 south past Long Nab on 6
th

 May 200у ŀƴŘ рлл ǎƻǳǘƘ Ǉŀǎǘ WŀŎƪǎƻƴΩǎ .ŀȅ ƻƴ ф
th

 

May 2000. At this time substantial numbers may also congregate over lakes in the area. Autumn withdrawals 

south may be detected as early as July with variable numbers of birds recorded moving along the coast. Peak 

numbers pass during late August and early September, with the largest counts being 1372 south past Long Nab 



on 28
th

 August 2002 and 480 south past Long Nab on 2
nd

 September 2001. Birds are infrequently recorded by 

early October but birds may linger into the middle of the month and there have been November sightings in at 

least six years, the latest of which was at Scalby Mills on 30
th

 November 1974. Finally December records involve 

one at ά{ŎŀǊōƻǊƻǳƎƘέ ƻƴ 1st December 1964 and one at the Floral Hall on 16
th

 December 1985. 

 

226. House Martin Delichon urbicum 

With the first arrivals typically in the second week of April, the House Martin tends to appear slightly later than 

the previous two species. However, March arrivals have been recorded in two years, the earliest of which was in 

1995 when one was seen at Cloughton Wyke on the 19
th

. The main arrival takes place in May and some coastal 

movements may be recorded at this time, with around 100 seen moving south past Long Nab on several 

occasions during the second half of the month. It is a widespread breeding species easily seen almost anywhere 

in the area. Autumn movements pick up pace in August and September and significant numbers of birds are 

often seen heading south past Long Nab in fresh south-westerly winds, with the largest counts involving 2050 on 

28
th

 August 2002 and 1170 on 19
th

 September 2004. Most have departed by early October but stragglers have 

been recorded in November on at least four occasions and the latest records involve one over Albermarle Back 

Road on 8
th

 December 2006 and one at Scarborough on 15
th

 December 1900.  

 

227. Red-rumped Swallow Cecropsis daurica 

This rare visitor from the Mediterranean has been recorded on just one occasion. It has become more regular in 

the UK in recent years, so is surely overdue a re-appearance! 

 

One at Seamer Road Mere on 10
th

 May 1976 (M. Francis). 

 

228. Long-tailed Tit Aegithalos caudatus 

A common resident that is readily found throughout the area and is obviously doing well. The largest count 

involves 60 in Harwood Dale forest in August 1999, but peak counts of up to 20 are more typical. 

 

229. Greenish Warbler Phylloscopus trochiloides 

A rare visitor with four accepted records, all falling in the period 27
th

 August to 17
th

 September, the peak period 

for occurrences in the UK as a whole. 

 

One at Castle Hill on 27
th

 August 1984 (A S Butler, V A Lister). 

One at Castle Hill on 9
th

 ς 12
th

 September 2005 (N W Addey et al). 

One at Ravenscar on 11
th

 September 2005 (N W Addey). 

One in Stile Scrub, Scalby Lodge on 17
th

 September 2009 disappeared, but was relocated in Trough 

Gulley on 19
th

 (M Francis et al). 

 

230. Arctic Warbler Phylloscopus borealis 

A rare vagrant with just a single record. 

 

One at Castle Hill on 15
th

 August 1981 (P J Dunn, C A Mason). 

 

231. tŀƭƭŀǎΩǎ ²ŀǊōƭŜǊ Phylloscopus proregulus 

In common with its status in the rest of the UK, this Siberian gem has appeared with increasing regularity in 

recent years. The first record for the area was one at Cornelian Bay on 15
th

 November 1975 (R H Appleby), which 

is also the latest arrival date for the species. Since then there have been a further 18 records involving 19 birds, 

with most records occurring in the second half of October and the earliest arrival is of one at Cornelian Bay on 

11
th

 October 1982. 

 

232. Yellow-browed Warbler Phylloscopus inornatus 

In line with its national status this delightful visitor from Asia is an increasingly frequent autumn migrant. Since 

1995 there have been just two blank years (1996, 2000) with the best year to date being an excellent 14 birds in 

2005 (1975 with eight and 2007 and 2008 with seven are the next best years). The most favoured site is Castle 

Hill, but birds might be encountered almost anywhere along the coastal strip. Most records are in October, but 



occurrences span the period 13
th

 September to 23
rd

 November.  Singletons are the norm, but there were three at 

Castle Hill on both 9
th

 October 1975 and 15
th

 October 2005 and three were seen at Ravenscar on 12
th

 October 

1975. 

 

233. wŀŘŘŜΩǎ ²ŀǊōƭŜǊ Phylloscopus schwarzi 

A rare vagrant with just a single record. 

 

One at Castle Hill on 7
th

 November 2008 (J Middleton, S Wignill et al). 

 

234. Dusky Warbler Phylloscopus fuscatus 

A rare vagrant with just two records. 

 

One at Castle Hill on 21
st
ς27

th
 October 2004 (S Wignill et al). 

One at Castle Hill on 10
th

-17
th

 October 2010 (N W Addey, S Wignill et al). 

 

235. ²ŜǎǘŜǊƴ .ƻƴŜƭƭƛΩǎ ²ŀǊōƭŜǊ Phylloscopus bonelli 

A rare vagrant with just a single record. 

 

One at Castle Hill on 17
th

 August 1993 (R H Appleby). 

 

236. Wood Warbler Phylloscopus sibilatrix 

This species was formerly a more regular summer visitor to the area with regular, but localised, breeding sites in 

the area including Forge Valley, Langdale End and Bridestones in the Dalby Forest. The sites at Bridestones and 

the Forge Valley were still regularly occupied until recently, but it has undergone an alarming decline in recent 

years and breeding attempts are increasingly irregular. The first spring migrants have typically been seen in May, 

but there have been April arrivals as early as the 19
th

 (Seamer Road Mere in 1988). Migrants are occasionally 

recorded along the coast, but never number more than one or two at any one site. The last records are usually in 

August, and the latest sighting is two at Castle Hill on 26
th

 September 1976.  

 

237. Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita 

A common summer visitor and passage migrant with a few birds recorded during the winter months. The first 

returning spring migrants usually appear in mid March, with the characteristic songs of this species commonly 

ƘŜŀǊŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ ǿƻƻŘƭŀƴŘǎ ōȅ ŜŀǊƭȅ !ǇǊƛƭΦ 5ŜǎǇƛǘŜ ōŜƛƴg a very common inhabitant of the district autumn 

passage along the coast is usually light, with single figure counts the norm. Ravenscar has hosted autumn 

concentrations of 15 on 1
st

 October 2000 and 4
th

 October 1998 and there were 22 in Newlands Dale on 27
th

 

September 2010. However, by far the largest autumn counts are from Castle Hill where there were 50 on 20
th

 

September 2010 and 60 on 10
th

 October 2010. The last autumn birds are recorded in November, but up to three 

wintering birds may be found during December to February. Occasional birds showing characteristics of the form 

abietinus are reported and include two birds trapped at Hundale Plantation, Long Nab on 27
th

 September 2010. 

 

There are six records involving ten birds of the form tristis 

 

Two at Castle Hill on 18
th

 October 1975 (R H Appleby). 

One was seen at Ravenscar on 18
th

 October 1975 (C R Clarke). 

¢ǿƻ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ǘƛƭŜ ǎŎǊǳō ŀǘ WŀŎƪǎƻƴΩǎ .ŀȅ ƻƴ ну
th

 September 1998 (M Francis). 

Three at Castle Hill on 7
th

 October 1998 (R H Appleby). 

One at Sycarham Wood, Cloughton on 30
th

 October 2003 (N W Addey). 

One at Star Carr on 1
st

 and 6
th

 January 2009 (D Starkey et al). 

One at Castle Hill on 20
th

-21
st

 October 2010 (J Middleton, S Wignill). 

 

238. Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus 

A common summer visitor and passage migrant. The first spring arrivals usually appear in the last week of March 

ƻǊ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǿŜŜƪ ƻŦ !ǇǊƛƭΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǎǘ ŘŀǘŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀǘ WŀŎƪǎƻƴΩǎ .ŀȅ ƻƴ мф
th

 March 1995. Birds become widespread 

fairly quickly and the peak counts for the year are often recorded at this time. At Wykeham Lakes peak counts 



have been as high as 61 on 25
th

 April 1996, but more recent counts suggest a downward trend, which is shown 

by the UK population as a whole. Coastal migrants are noted along the coastal strip and large concentrations in 

any single location are rarely noted. The last birds depart at the end of September, or more usually during 

October, with the latest records being at Castle Hill on 26
th

 October 1975 and 27
th

 October 1979. 

 

239. Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla 

The arrival and departure dates of this common summer visitor have become difficult to determine due to the 

increasing presence of small numbers of wintering birds. However, the main arrival of summer migrants takes 

place in mid April with birds quickly becoming common across the whole area. Small numbers of autumn 

migrants are recorded along the coast with most having gone by mid October, but 40 were at Castle Hill on 10
th

 

October 1982.  One was seen at Seamer Road Mere on 24
th

 December 1935, presumably one of the first winter 

records for the area. Nowadays the number of wintering birds is variable and normally relates to barely a handful 

of birds. 

 

240. Garden Warbler Sylvia borin 

This is a common summer migrant more easily encountered in the forests and wooded areas of The Carrs than 

along the coast. In most years first arrivals are in the last week of April with the earliest migrant appearing at 

Wykeham Lakes on the 7
th

 April 2005. Autumn passage along the coast is usually rather slight but there was a 

significant fall ƛƴ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ нллн ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ нл ŀǘ WŀŎƪǎƻƴΩǎ .ŀȅκ/Ǌƻƻƪ bŜǎǎ ƻƴ мл
th

, with 35 on Castle Hill 

the same day. On the 11
th

, at least 45 were in the Long Nab area and 42 were on Castle Hill. The last birds are 

usually recorded in late September, with only a handful of October sightings and the latest date being one at 

Castle Hill on 22
nd

 October 1988. 

 

241. Barred Warbler Sylvia nisoria 

A rare autumn migrant with 20 records that span the period 14
th

 August to 19
th

 October. That eight of the 

records occurred in 2010 is incredible. Predictably all records are from the coastal strip, with most having been 

found in the better watched areas between Castle Hill and Cloughton.  

 

hƴŜ ŀǘ ά{ŎŀǊōƻǊƻǳƎƘέ on 8
th

 September 1968. 

                One at Castle Hill on 19
th

 to 24
th

 October 1975 (R H Appleby, C R Clarke). 

One on Castle Hill on 19th September 1976 (M Francis). 

One at Ravenscar on 31
st

 August 1977 (J Webb). 

One at Burniston on 13
th

 September 1977 (M Francis). 

One on Castle Hill on 22
nd

 to 23
rd

 August 1984 (R H Appleby). 

hƴŜ ǿŀǎ ŀǘ WŀŎƪǎƻƴΩǎ .ŀȅ ƻƴ мо
th

 October 1993 (R H Appleby). 

hƴŜ ǿŀǎ ŀǘ WŀŎƪǎƻƴΩǎ .ŀȅ ƻƴ с
th

 September 1998 (M Francis). 

hƴŜ ǿŀǎ ǎŜŜƴ ŀǘ WŀŎƪǎƻƴΩǎ .ŀȅ ƻƴ мл
th

 September 2005 (M Francis). 

One in Trough Gully, Scalby Lodge on 18
th 

to 19
th

 October 2007 (R H Appleby, I Austin, S Wignill 

et al). 

One was at Cloughton Fields Farm on 15
th

 September 2008 (N W Addey). 

One was at Trough Gully, Scalby Lodge on 20
th

 September 2009 (M Francis). 

One was at Hundale, Long Nab on 14
th

 August 2010 (C G Bradshaw et al). 

One at Greenwood, North Bay on 4
th

 September 2010 (M Francis). 

One Scalby Lodge Pond on 7
th

 September 2010 (M Francis). 

One on Castle Hill on 7
th

 and 9
th

 September 2010 (A Ford, N W Addey, S Wignill). 

One at Hundale, Long Nab on 7
th

 September 2010 (N W Addey). 

One at Crook Ness, Long Nab on 26
th

 to 28
th

 September 2010 (D Bowes et al). 

hƴŜ ŀǘ WŀŎƪǎƻƴΩǎ CƛŜƭŘΣ {Ŏŀƭōȅ [ƻŘƎŜ ƻƴ ну
th

 September 2010 (M Francis). 

One at Stile Scrub, Scalby Lodge on 30
th

 September 2010 (M Francis). 

 

242. Lesser Whitethroat Sylvia curruca 

This is a fairly common summer visitor whose first arrivals are usually recorded during the last week of April, with 

the earliest arrival being one at Scalby Mills on 7
th

 April 1975. Numbers of coastal migrants are typically fairly 

small and the last birds are often to be found lingering into October. The latest of these, at the Open Air Theatre 



on 19
th

 October 1975, was smaller and sandier-brown above than normal. It is thought likely to have been one of 

the eastern forms, but the identification of these forms, even now is fraught with difficulties. 

 

243. Whitethroat Sylvia communis 

This is an abundant summer migrant that can be found throughout the area. The first spring arrivals usually take 

place in mid April with birds quickly becoming widespread. The earliest arrival date, by a margin of almost three 

weeks, was one at the Sea Cut on 26
th

 March 2007. The largest counts are usually recorded in the spring when 

singing males are particularly obvious. The presence of a large breeding population makes detection of autumn 

arrivals difficult during August, but small numbers are recorded along the coast until mid or late September with 

occasional sightings into the first week of October in some years. The latest bird is one at Scalby Mills on 14
th

 

October 1974. 

 

244. Subalpine Warbler Sylvia cantillans 

A rare vagrant with two records were both presumably of the western, nominate form. 

 

One at Castle Hill on 23
rd

 ς 24
th

 September 1976 (M Francis, F A Whitford et al). 

One at Cliff Top House, Long Nab on 25
th

 September 1977 (M Francis). 

 

245. Sardinian Warbler Sylvia melanocephala 

A rare vagrant with just one record. 

 

One at Castle Hill on 27
th

 October 1990 (T M England, R N Hopper et al). 

 

246. Grasshopper Warbler Locustella naevia 

In the 19
th

 Century this was recorded as being a common breeding species. The modern status is as an 

uncommon summer visitor in variable numbers and is now rarely proved to breed. 10 singing birds were 

recorded around Scarborough in the summer of 1960, but such numbers would be regarded as rather unusual in 

the 21
st

 Century. The first arrivals take place in April, the earliest of which was at Burton Riggs on 16
th

 April 1996. 

Almost any piece of suitable habitat in the area might host the odd reeling bird during the breeding season. The 

last birds recorded are often those late reeling birds in late July or early August, but in some years the odd 

migrant is recorded along the coastal strip, with the two latest records both coming from Hundale, Long Nab ς 

singles on 9
th

 September 2005 and 14
th

 September 2008. A Locustella sp was flushed near the Long Nab 

seawatching hut on 26
th

 September 2010. 

 

247. {ŀǾƛΩǎ ²ŀǊōƭŜǊ Locustella luscinioides 

A rare vagrant with a single record. 

 

One at Burton Riggs on 29
th

 May ς 2
nd

 June 1992 (R H Appleby). 

 

248. Booted Warbler Hippolais caligata 

A rare vagrant with two records. 

 

One at Castle Hill on 11
th 
ς 16

th
 October 1982 (R H Appleby, M Williams, M Marshall et al). 

One at the base of the cliffs at Castle Hill on 10
th

 September 2005 (S Wignill, J Middleton, N W 

Addey et al). 

 

249. Icterine Warbler Hippolais icterina  

A scarce passage migrant with at least 27 birds recorded. Most records are during the autumn between 11
th

 

August and 11
th

 October, with a clear peak in September. Although almost all of these birds were along the 

coast, one was at Burton Riggs on 16
th

 August 1991. Spring migrants are less frequent with seven birds recorded 

between 2
nd

 and 31
st

 May. A more unusual record involves one singing (audio-recorded) in Woodlands Ravine, 

Scarborough on 2
nd

 ς 14
th

 July 1975 (R H Appleby, D J Britton, M Francis). 

 

250. Sedge Warbler Acrocephalus schoenobaenus 



A fairly common summer visitor that favours the reed-filled ditches of The Carrs, although fields of oil-seed rape 

may support odd pairs. The first spring migrants are recorded in the second half of April, with the earliest arrival 

being one at Wykeham Lakes on 19
th

 April 1996. Small numbers breed in the area with Wykeham Lakes and Star 

Carr supporting reasonable populations. The last birds are usually seen in August with September records rarely 

recorded and the latest records being singles at Castle Hill on 19
th

 September 2001 and Long Nab on 27
th

 

September 2010. 

 

251. Marsh Warbler Acrocephalus palustris 

This is a rare spring visitor which bred in two different locations in 1999 and attempted to breed in 2009. All 

arrival dates have been in late May and early June, and apart from those birds fledged in the district, there have 

been no confirmed autumn records.  

 

One at Seamer Road Mere in the summer of 1928 (T N Roberts). 

One at Throxenby Mere in June 1933 (T N Roberts). 

One at Wheatcroft on 1
st

 June 1978 (M Francis). 

A male at Old Scarborough Tip on 23
rd

 May 1999 was joined by a female on 28
th

 May and 

breeding took place with fledged juveniles being seen from 6
th

 July and the last sighting taking 

place on 2
nd

 August. Two singing birds were found at Rocks Lane, Burniston on 13
th

 June and 

breeding also took place with two recently fledged juveniles seen on 11
th

 August. The songs 

were audio-recorded (R H Appleby, M Francis).  

One was at Castle Hill on 29
th

 May 2008 (N W Addey et al). 

One was at Castle Hill on 31
st

 May 2008 (N W Addey, S Hey, S Wignill). 

A male was singing in scrub north of Cloughton Wyke at Rodger Trod on 1
st

 June 2009 (C G 

Bradshaw et al). 

A male was singing in Hundale Plantation, Long Nab on 8
th

 June 2009 (C G Bradshaw, N W 

Addey, S Hey). 

A male arrived at Cowarth Beck on 6
th

 June 2009, joined by a second male on 8
th

.  A female 

arrived on the 11
th

 June and a pair then held territory. On 28
th

 June a bird was seen carrying 

food in an area where the observer was scolded at a few days earlier. A male was sang all day 

on 16
th

 July, but there were no subsequent sightings and no young birds were recorded. (M 

Francis et al). 

 

252. Reed Warbler Acrocephalus scirpaceus 

A summer visitor with small but increasing numbers breeding in suitable habitat across the area, in particular at 

Wykeham Lakes, Potter Brompton Carr and along the River Derwent at West Ayton. The first returning spring 

migrants usually appear in late April, with the earliest arrival being at Scampston on the 22
nd

 April 1968. Birds 

remain in the breeding areas until late July or early August, but migrants may be seen along the coast into 

September and occasionally October, with the latest being at Castle Hill on 22
nd

 October 2002. A bird bearing a 

Spanish ring and trapped at Potter Brompton Carr on 19
th

 August 2010 had been ringed at Saint Lluis, Illa de 

LiAire, Menorca on 24
th

 April 2010.   

 

253. Great Reed Warbler Acrocephalus arundinaceus 

A rare vagrant with a single record. 

 

One at Burton Riggs on 16
th

 May 1976 (R H Appleby). 

 

254. Waxwing Bombycilla garrulous 

This species has always been known as an irruptive visitor whose numbers vary considerably from year to year. 

There were irruptions in at least six winters between 1900 and 1960 and further irruptions have taken place 

since that time. The earliest autumn birds have usually been seen in November or early December, but there 

have been some late October sightings, the earliest of which was one in Cayton on 21
st

 October 2004. Flocks of 

100 or more have been recorded in most winters when significant invasions have occurred with 400 in 

Scarborough in late October 1965 the largest. Birds may linger well into March or April during invasion years 

although late spring birds are not necessarily associated with large winter influxes. The latest spring birds were 



one at Burniston on 3
rd

 May 2004 and 12 feeding in a garden in North Leas Avenue, Scarborough on 12
th

 May 

2005.  

 

255. Nuthatch Sitta europaea 

First recorded nesting in the area at Thornton le Dale in 1931, this species spread through the area and was 

recorded for the first time in the immediate vicinity of Scarborough at Hackness in 1960. It is now a common 

resident of woodland habitats across the area. 

 

256. Treecreeper Certhia familiaris 

A common resident of woodland habitats across the area. 

 

257. Wren Troglodytes troglodytes 

An abundant and easily encountered widespread breeding resident throughout the area. 

 

258. Starling Sturnus vulgaris 

An under-recorded species which is a common resident occurring in larger numbers during the autumn and 

winter.  Counts of 1000 or more are not unusual, but the largest counts have involved 3000+ roosting in 

{ŎŀǊōƻǊƻǳƎƘ ΨƻƭŘ ǘƻǿƴΩ ƻƴ р
th

 December 2004, 3000 roosting in Peasholm Park on 31
st

 October 2008 and 4-5000 

at Wykeham Lakes on 26
th

 October 2005. 

 

259. Rose-coloured Starling Pastor roseus 

A rare vagrant with six records, of which five have occurred since 1992. 

 

A male at Scarborough in July 1863 (A Roberts). 

An adult male was at Cloughton on 31
st

 May 1992 (I Glaves et al).  

A male was seen at Newby on 20
th

 June 1995 (R Monaghan, F J Thompson). 

hƴŜ ŀǘ WŀŎƪǎƻƴΩǎ .ŀȅ ƻƴ мн
th

 June 2002 was seen later the same day at Scalby Lodge Pond (M 

Francis, J Harwood). 

One at Eastfield on 4
th
ς5

th
 June 2006 (C Peacock). 

A juvenile visited gardens in Burniston on 24
th
ς27

th
 September 2008 (A Ford et al). 

 

260. Dipper Cinclus cinclus 

An under-recorded breeding resident frequenting the faster flowing streams of the area, which in recent years, is 

most frequently reported from Wrench Green and Hilla Green, but certainly still occurs along the River Derwent 

in Langdale, at Low Dalby and Thornton Beck. 

 

 There have been two records of the black-bellied nominate form, a visitor to the UK from the continent. 

 

One taken at Flotmanby in December 1895 (Nelson). 

One on Scalby Beck from 17
th

 November 1997 to 28
th

 February 1998 and seen at Seamer Road 

Mere on 13
th

 April 1998 (M Francis, K Colwood et al).  

 

261. Ring Ouzel Turdus torquatus 

An uncommon passage migrant, recorded annually in spring and also in most autumns. The earliest spring arrival 

is one at RAF Fylingdales on 2
nd

 March 2009, but mid or late April arrivals are more typical and birds may also be 

seen in May. Numbers are typically small, but double figure counts have included 10 at Fylingdales Moor on 18
th

 

April 2006 and 11 at Stoupe Brow on 22
nd

 April 2007. Breeding evidence includes a nest with eggs found at 

Bloody Beck in 1970 and a territorial male on Fylingdales Moor in May and June 2007. Autumn passage is usually 

light and a handful of birds during September and October is fairly typical, so the 27 bird/days recorded between 

8
th

 October and 2
nd

 November 2005 was exceptional, whilst 10 at Cayton Bay on 14
th

 October 1979 is also 

remarkable. The last birds are usually seen in late October or early November, the latest being at Burniston on 

11
th

 November 1984. 

 

262. Blackbird Turdus merula 



An abundant resident throughout the area. Migrants arrive from the continent each autumn, with significant 

arrivals taking place in mid to late October or early November in some years. The largest recorded falls have 

been 1000 at Burniston on 7
th

 October 1977 and 900 at Scalby Lodge on 6
th

 November 2008. Another large fall 

took place on 19
th

 bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ мфтн ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ άŦŀƭƭƛƴƎ ƭƛƪŜ ƭŜŀǾŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǎƪȅέ ŀƴŘ άǘƘŜ 

harbour area ǿŀǎ ŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƳέΦ 

 

263. Fieldfare Turdus pilaris 

Like the Redwing this is a common winter visitor and passage migrant, that can sometimes occur in spectacular 

numbers. The first autumn migrants are usually noted in October, but there have been several September 

arrivals and three August arrivals; one at Burton Riggs on 28
th

 August 1972, two at Cayton Bay on 31
st

 August 

1974 and ten seen to drop into trees by Ings Bridge on 7
th

 August 1997. The main arrival period is from mid-

October to early November and sizeable arrivals can often take place at this time. The largest recorded counts 

have been of 2000 recorded at Castle Hill on three occasions (9
th

 October 1968, 7
th

 November 1984 and 11
th

 

October 1988). There are two other counts of 1000 or more. The number of birds lingering through the winter is 

quite variable with very few in some years, but more numerous in others and including an impressive 2000 along 

the coastal strip between Scalby and Cloughton Wyke on 15
th

 February 1996. Spring migration is often light, but 

flocks of a hundred or so are frequently recorded in March, with the last birds normally being seen in late April or 

early May and the latest spring birds being one at Cayton Carrs on 21
st

 May 1960 and one at Grove Farm, Cayton 

on 6
th

 June 2008. One was seen in Langdale Forest on 24
th

 July 2010. 

 

264. Song Thrush Turdus philomelos 

A common and apparently increasing resident throughout the area, easily found in gardens and any woodland 

location. Some evidence of immigration from the continent is recorded along the coastal strip in September and 

October with increased counts often associated with arrivals of other thrushes. The largest such counts are 280 

in off the sea in 1.5 hours at the Castle Headland on 27
th

 November 1965, 500 at Long Nab on 7
th

 October 1977 

ŀƴŘ рлл ŀǘ ά{ŎŀǊōƻǊƻǳƎƘέ ƻƴ мп
th

 October 1978. 

 

265. Redwing Turdus iliacus 

A common winter visitor and passage migrant, that given suitable weather conditions can arrive in spectacular 

numbers. The first autumn migrants are often recorded in September, with the earliest arrival being at Castle Hill 

on 7
th

 September 2010. Subsequent arrivals are to an extent weather dependent, with the largest numbers 

associated with winds from an easterly quarter. The peak of passage is in October and early November and peak 

counts of 100 ς 300 are not unusual at this time. The largest arrivals have involved 3000 at Castle Hill on 9
th

 

October 1975, 5000 at Burniston on 7
th

 hŎǘƻōŜǊ мфттΣ орлл ŀǘ ά{ŎŀǊōƻǊƻǳƎƘέ ƻƴ мп
th

 October 1978 and 3000 at 

Castle Hill on 13
th

 October 1979. A more recent spectacular late morning / early afternoon arrival occurred on 

14
th

 October 2009 when 570 were seen at Long Nab and 580 at Castle Hill. The number of birds present through 

the winter months varies considerably and this species can be rather scarce in some years. There is usually some 

evidence of returning spring migrants in March, with an increase in sightings often noted at this time. The last 

birds are usually noted at the end of March or in early April, but there have been singles at Crook Ness on 3
rd

 

May 2005 and Cloughton on 13
th

 May 2009. Interestingly one was seen in the Dalby Forest on 26
th

 June 1986. 

 

266. Mistle Thrush Turdus viscivorus 

A common and widespread resident that forms flocks in the late summer and early autumn. It is at this time that 

the highest counts are reported, with 20 ς 30 being typical, but a flock of 60-70 was seen at Thornton le Dale on 

30
th

 September 1944 and 70 were seen at Wykeham Nurseries on 27
th

 August 1995. 

 

267. Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striata 

Despite widespread declines in the UK population and locally, this species remains relatively straightforward to 

locate in many wooded locations throughout the area. Arrivals in the spring are remarkably consistent with first 

dates spanning 13
th

 ς 18
th

 May in all but three of the past 16 years. The exceptions include first arrivals on the 4
th

 

May 2004 and 5
th

 May 2003. Only a handful of coastal migrants are recorded in most years and last dates are 

usually in mid to late September with the latest on record being at Old Scalby Tip on 2
nd

 October 1998. 

 

268. Robin Erithacus rubecula 



An abundant breeding resident. Small numbers are recorded on autumn passage, with some significant influxes 

taking place during suitable winds from an easterly quarter. Such arrivals are most easily detected at the well 

watched Long Nab and Castle Hill. Peak counts of between 30 and 60 birds are the norm, with the largest day 

totals being 90 at Castle Hill on 10
th

 October 2010, 73 between Cayton Bay and Cloughton Wyke on 19
th

 October 

1997 and 71 at Ravenscar on 3
rd

 October 1998. 

 

269. Nightingale Luscinia luscinia 

There are three records from the latter part of the 19
th

 Century and early 20
th

 Century, but just a single accepted 

record from the modern era. 

 

One Oliver's Mount on 10
th

 May 1882. 

One Raincliffe Woods on 18
th

 May 1896. 

One at Peasholm Glen for 2-3 weeks in May 1933. 

One was heard singing just inside our area, near Muston on the late evening of 11
th

 June 2004 

(S Cochrane, P Q Winter). 

 

270. Bluethroat Luscinia svecica 

A very rare visitor with at just eight modern records, spanning the period 18
th

 September to 18
th

 November, with 

most in October. There is one April record. Most records are likely to refer to the red-spotted nominate form.  

 

One at Holbeck Gardens in April 1954 (G H Ainsworth). 

One at Blenheim Terrace, Scarborough on 18
th

 September 1969 (R H Appleby, F J Thompson). 

One at Scalby Mills on 20
th

 September 1980 (R H Appleby). 

One was inland at Yedingham on 31
st

 October 1987 (R H Appleby). 

One was at Scarborough on 18
th

 November 1991 (W A Clark). 

One was at Castle Hill on 7
th

 October 1998 (R H Appleby). 

One at Cromer Point on 8
th

 October was seen again on 23
rd

-26
th

 October 2004 (J Middleton, S 

Wignill et al). 

One was at Long Nab on 9
th

 October 2004 (J Berry et al). This bird was thought to differ from 

the Cromer Point bird above as it had more blue on the throat. 

 

The first Yorkshire record of the white-spotted form cyanecula was one found dead under telegraph wires at 

Seamer on an unspecified date in April 1876.  

 

271. Black Redstart Phoenicurus ochrurus 

Early area records involve singles at Castle Cliff in December 1948 and Gristhorpe on 17
th

 January 1954. It can 

now be characterised as a very scarce passage migrant in spring and autumn with just a handful of records in 

most years. Castle Hill is much the most favoured site for this species. Spring migrants are normally recorded in 

late March and April but individuals may occur into May. Autumn birds are concentrated between mid-October 

and mid-November. Most records refer to singles, but four were at Castle Hill on 6
th

 April 1987 and 15
th

 October 

1986 and five were at the same site on 21
st

 October 1988. There are occasional sightings outside this period, 

with sightings in the months of January, February, July and December.  

 

272. Redstart Phoenicurus phoenicurus 

In most years the first arrivals of this summer visitor can be expected during the second half of April, with the 

earliest bird appearing at Newby on 6
th

 April 1996. Coastal passage is usually slight at this season, with birds 

becoming established in woodlands in locations such as Langdale, Troutsdale and Harwood Dale. Seven pairs 

were present at Troutsdale in 1959 and eight pairs were at Langdale in June 1961. Nowadays autumn passage is 

typically light, with single figure counts being the norm and the largest arrival in recent years being 25 between 

Castle Hill and Long Nab on 8
th

 September 2010. However, such numbers pale into insignificance when compared 

ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎ рнл ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ WŀŎƪǎƻƴΩǎ .ŀȅ ŀƴŘ /ŀǎǘƭŜ Iƛƭƭ ƻƴ му
th

 September 1969, a day when huge 

numbers were also seen at many other sites along the coast between South Gare and Spurn. Such an arrival now 

would seem almost impossible to imagine (but we live in hope...)! The last birds have normally departed by the 



first week of October with the latest records involving two at Castle Hill on 18
th

 October 1980, one at Crook Ness 

on 18
th

 October 1997 and a male at Staintondale on 6
th

-7
th

 November 1988. 

 

273. Whinchat Saxicola rubetra 

A summer visitor in small numbers with variable numbers of migrants recorded along the coast. First arrivals 

take place in late April or early May, the earliest being one at Scalby Manor on 9
th

 April 1975. Numbers of coastal 

spring migrants are generally small and a few pairs still breed in most years. There was a marked decline 

ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ мфолΩǎ ŀƴŘ ŜŀǊƭȅ мфрлΩǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ Řƻǳōǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǘǊŜƴŘ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜǎΣ ŘŜǎǇƛǘŜ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ 

breeding attempts are probably under-recorded. Autumn passage can be detected along the coast from August 

extending into September in most years and the latest bird at Scalby Lodge Farm on 18
th

 October 1997. Small 

falls take place in suitable weather conditions and the largest recorded arrival was of 51 on 10
th

 September 2002, 

ŀ ǘƻǘŀƭ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ŎƻƴŎŜƴǘǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ нн ŀǘ WŀŎƪǎƻƴΩǎ .ŀȅΣ 12 at Ravenscar and seven at Castle Hill.   On 18
th

 

September 1969 a total of 48 were recorded along the coastal strip. 

 

274. Stonechat Saxicola torquatus 

Although this species flourished in the area in 1938, it had become a rare visitor by 1953 (The Natural History of 

Scarborough). This remained the case until the turn of the century, when breeding was first confirmed for the 

area at Jugger Howe Beck in June 2000 (D Bywater). Since then it has become an increasingly regular breeding 

resident and is now quite often seen along the coast, on the moors and in forest clearings. 

 

There have been three records of one of the eastern forms maurus / stejnegeri 

 

One was at Castle Hill on 16
th

 October 1999 (D Bywater, S Wignill, I Glaves, R N Hopper, J 

Hewitt, P Senior). 

A male was at Scalby Lodge Pond on 22
nd

 ς 23
rd

 September 2001 (M Francis, J Hewitt et al). 

A female/immature was at Castle Hill on 25
th

 September 2001 (N W Addey, S Wignill, E Wignill, 

R N Hopper). 

 

275. Northern Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe 

One of the earliest migrants to arrive in the spring, the first birds usually appear in the last week of March, with 

ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǎǘ ŀǊǊƛǾŀƭ ōŜƛƴƎ ƻƴŜ ŀǘ Ψ{ŎŀǊōƻǊƻǳƎƘΩ ƻƴ м
st

 March 1990. The largest counts of the year are often noted 

in the spring, and birds of the Greenland form are regular, with Fylingdales being particularly favoured. A notable 

arrival occurring on 27
th

 April 1997 when there were ca. 50 at Wheatcroft, 24 at South Cliff Golf Course, 17 at 

WŀŎƪǎƻƴΩǎ .ŀȅ ŀƴŘ ом ŀǘ wŀǾŜƴǎŎŀǊΦ ! ŦŜǿ ǇŀƛǊǎ ōǊŜŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ όŜΦƎΦ ŀǘ Cȅlingdales) but are under-reported. 

Autumn passage is invariably light, involving a few birds at any one site on any particular day, but an excellent 

250 were seen along the coastal strip on 18
th

 September 1969. The last birds are normally recorded in mid 

October, with the latest being singles at Hayburn Wyke on 6
th

 November 1983 and Jugger Howe Moor on 22
nd

 

November 2007. Most unusually one was at Cromer Point on 31
st

 December 2007 until 28
th

 February 2008. 

 

276. Pied Wheatear Oenanthe pleschanka 

A rare vagrant with one record. 

 

A first summer male was at Castle Hill on 22
nd

 ς 23
rd

 June 1991 (R Crofton et al). 

 

277. Desert Wheatear Oenanthe deserti 

Although eighteen years separates the first two Scarborough records of this rare vagrant, the two birds appeared 

on the same date in November and chose almost exactly the same piece of coast in which to reside. The third 

bird was only a week earlier and just a mile or so to the north. Clearly there is something about this stretch of 

coastline that is attractive to this species! 

 

One at Burniston on 26
th

 ς 20
th

 November 1989 (P Harrison, D Proctor, Mrs D M Wells et al). 

One at Burniston on 26
th

 November 2007 to 1
st

 January 2008 (M Chamberlain, K Walker, M 

Francis et al). 

A first winter male at Long Nab on 19
th

 November 2010 (J Clegg, N W Addey, A Ford). 



 

278. Red-breasted Flycatcher Fiecdula parva 

A minimum of 24 birds have been seen in the area, all during the autumn with dates spanning 9
th

 September to 

23
rd

 October. Most birds have occurred at Castle Hill, where at least 14 birds have been seen. However, with 

records along the coast north to Ravenscar, almost anywhere along the coastal strip is likely to produce future 

records. Most sightings involve singles although there were two at Castle Hill on 16
th

 September 2008 and three 

at Castle Hill between 17
th

 and 26
th

 September 1976. 

 

279. Pied Flycatcher Ficedula hypoleuca 

! ŦƻǊƳŜǊ ōǊŜŜŘƛƴƎ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǎǘŜŀŘȅ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ŦǊƻƳ мфнр ǳƴǘƛƭ ǘƘŜ мфрлΩǎ ǿƛǘƘΣ ŦƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ [ŀƴƎŘŀƭŜ 

holding seven pairs in 1952. Breeding continued until the 1фслΩǎ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ CƻǊƎŜ ±ŀƭƭŜȅ ŀƴŘ [ŀƴƎŘŀƭŜ 

supporting most birds. Nowadays however, this species is recorded as an uncommon passage migrant. The first 

spring arrivals usually take place in late April or May, with the earliest on 22
nd

 April 2006. Autumn numbers are 

extremely variable and larger numbers are dependent upon weather conditions suitable for drift migration. The 

largest arrival was recorded on 9
th

-12
th

 August 2004 when numbers peaked at 38 on Castle Hill on 11
th

. The latest 

recorded autumn birds have been single birds at Fylingdales on 18
th

 October 1985 and Castle Hill on 19
th

 October 

2002. 

 

280. Dunnock Prunella modularis 

An abundant and widespread resident breeder easily found throughout the area. Some evidence of breeding 

dispersal is evidenced by some higher autumn counts along the coastal strip and includes 50 at Castle Hill on 3
rd

 

to 9
th

 October 1973. 

 

281. Alpine Accentor Prunella collaris 

A rare vagrant with just a single record from the 19
th

 Century. 

 

One was shot near Scarborough in the winter of 1862/63. 

 

282. House Sparrow Passer domesticus 

This species remains a common breeding resident with birds occurring throughout the area. 

 

283. Tree Sparrow Passer montanus 

Despite significant declines in its UK range this species remains fairly common across much of the area. It can be 

readily found along the coastal strip between Cloughton and Scalby and significant numbers are also present on 

The Carrs. Peak counts usually range between 60 and 120, with an excellent 200 at Long Nab on 4
th

 August 2008. 

 

284. Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava 

A summer visitor and passage migrant, the first returning spring birds normally appear in mid April. One at 

Burniston on 21
st

 February 1989 is by far the earliest spring sighting and may even relate to an overwintering 

bird. Otherwise, the earliest spring record involves two flying north over old Scalby Tip on 23
rd

 March 1997. 

Further arrivals continue through late April and May and small falls may take place. 55 at Long Nab on 21
st

 April 

2000 is the largest count for the area. Records have previously suggested that a few pairs often attempt to 

breed, with Scalby Lodge a favoured location, with odd pairs probably breeding undetected in less well watched 

areas. A study area at Scalby Lodge held five or possibly six pairs in 2002. There was a sudden increase in 

breeding records during 2009 and farmland surveys of the eastern part of the Vale of Pickering in 2011 found at 

least 27 pairs, and this probably demonstrates that this species may have been under-recorded in the past. 

Autumn migrants pass through in small numbers and southerly movements along the coast are generally of 

single figures or low double figure counts. The last birds are normally seen in early September, with the latest 

recorded bird at old Scalby Tip on 1
st

 October 1998.  

 

The blue-headed nominate form is a scarce spring migrant with one to two birds in most years, mostly seen in 

April, but also appearing in May and June. Two pairs bred near Scalby Lodge Pond in 2002. 

 

There have been at least five records of the form grey-headed form thunbergi. 



 

One was seen at Cromer Point pond on 20
th

 May 1996 (M Francis). 

One was photographed at Scalby Lodge Pond on 18
th

 May 2003 (D Bywater). 

One was seen at Scalby Lodge Pond on 3
rd
ς4

th
 May 2008 (S Wignill, N W Addey et al). 

One at Scalby Lodge Pond on 3
rd

 June 2008 (M Francis). 

One at Scalby Lodge Pond on 10
th

 May 2011. 

 

285. Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea 

A fairly common and widespread resident breeder frequenting the faster flowing streams and rivers that are a 

feature of the area. Small numbers of autumn migrants are observed moving along the coast in most autumns, 

but the number involved is rather small. 

 

286. Pied Wagtail Motacilla alba 

A common resident with evidence of migrants moving through the area apparent in both spring and autumn. A 

number of winter roosts have been recorded across the area, with totals of 30 ς 70 at various locations, and a 

larger roost near the Police Station on Northway, where 390 were counted on 3
rd

 December 2004. 275 were 

counted roosting at Wykeham on 22
nd

 October 1983. The nominate form, White Wagtail M. Alba, is recorded as 

scarce spring passage migrant with records usually falling between mid March and the end of May. 

 

287. wƛŎƘŀǊŘΩǎ tƛǇƛǘ Anthus richardi 

A less than annual scarce autumn passage migrant with 12 records arrival dates spanning the period 10
th

 

September to 18
th

 November.  

 

hƴŜ ŀǘ ά{ŎŀǊōƻǊƻǳƎƘέ мп
th

 October 1978 (R H Appleby). 

One at Long Nab 18
th

 to 23
rd

 November 1986 (M Francis). 

hƴŜ ŀǘ ά{ŎŀǊōƻǊƻǳƎƘέ ну
th

 October 1987 (J Webb). 

One at Burton Riggs on 21
st

 September 1991 (R H Appleby). 

One at Long Nab on 25
th

 September 1998 (J Hewitt, S Wignill). 

One was in fields near Cloughton Wyke on 16
th

 October 1999 (N C Dawtry, A Warmby, A 

Zabukas). 

hƴŜ ƴŜŀǊ WŀŎƪǎƻƴΩǎ /ŀǊǘ wƻŀŘ ƻƴ нп
th

 October 2000 (M Francis). 

One at Long Nab on 11
th

 ς 13
th

 November 2000 (N W Addey, J Hewitt, P Senior et al). 

One flew over Castle Hill on 10
th

 September 2002 (D Poyser, J Middleton). 

One that flew south at Long Nab on 10
th

 October 2005 was relocated at Cromer Point shortly 

afterwards and what was presumably the same bird was present the next morning (N W 

Addey, K Walker). 

One was in WŀŎƪǎƻƴΩǎ CƛŜƭŘΣ WŀŎƪǎƻƴΩǎ .ŀȅ ƻƴ мт
th

 October 2007 (M Francis et al). 

One was present in the Cromer point area on 15
th

 - 23
rd

 October 2010 (S Wignill et al). 

 

288. Tree Pipit Anthus trivialis 

Although there have been a few late March records, the earliest of which was two birds at Inmoor on 28
th

 March 

2002, the first birds usually arrive in early April. Birds are widespread and easily encountered in the forests by 

mid-month, however coastal migrants are infrequent. Although clearly a common breeding bird, there is little 

information about actual numbers or trends in the local population. Small numbers of migrants may be recorded 

along the coastal strip during August and September with occasional birds recorded into October, the latest of 

which are one at Castle Hill on 20
th

 October 2004 and oƴŜ άƴŜŀǊ {ŎŀǊōƻǊƻǳƎƘέ нс
th

 October 1975. 

 

289. Meadow Pipit Anthus pratensis 

An abundant resident species easily found throughout the area away from urban areas. Significant numbers pass 

through the area on migration with birds utilising fields along the coast and sometimes large numbers moving 

south. Autumn migration peaks during September but continues through October and may still be evident as late 

as early December. The largest recorded movement is 2700 south past Long Nab on 14
th

 September 2000, 2100 

of which passed between 0645hrs and 0745hrs. 1241 flew south at North Bay between 0715-1200hrs on 11
th

 

September 1964 and there have been several other counts of 950 or more. Spring movements are much less 



obvious, but include 100 north at Scarborough on 30 March 1991. There is a ringing recovery of one ringed at 

Armsthorpe in June 1949, that was recovered in Portugal in October the same year. 

 

290. Rock Pipit Anthus petrosus 

A fairly common winter visitor and passage migrant along the coast, with a few pairs usually attempting to 

breed. Small numbers may be observed passing south along the coast during the autumn. In spring occasional 

birds of the form littoralis are detected as they acquire breeding plumage. 

  

291. Water Pipit Anthus spinoletta 

A rare winter visitor and passage migrant with 16 recent records. 

 

One at Burton Riggs on 17
th

-18
th

 April 1991. 

hƴŜ WŀŎƪǎƻƴΩǎ .ŀȅ ŦƭƻƻŘ ƻƴ мп
th

 January 1998 was seen again on 29
th

 January. 

hƴŜ WŀŎƪǎƻƴΩǎ .ŀȅ ŦƭƻƻŘ ƻƴ м
st

 March 1998. 

One at Castle Hill on 14
th

 April 2000. 

One at Scalby Lodge Pond 15
th

 March 2002. 

One was at Long Nab on 26
th

 October 2002. 

One at the Water Treatment Works near Cromer Point on 13
th

 January 2003. 

One at the Water Treatment Works near Cromer Point on 26
th

 March to 23
rd

 April 2006. 

One at Cromer Point on 31
st

 December 2006 remained until 20
th

 February 2007, with it or 

another on 5
th

 March. 

One was at Stoupe Beck on 20
th

 October 2007. 

One was at Cromer Point on 1
st

 January to 3
rd

 April 2008. 

One was at Scalby Lodge Pond on 21
st

 January 2009. 

One at North Ings, Low Marishes on 25
th

 and 29
th

 March 2010. 

One at Cromer Pond on 10
th

-11
th

 April 2010. 

One at Cromer Pond on 25
th

 April 2010. 

One at Long Nab on 3
rd

 October 2010. 

 

292. Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs 

Although data from the Forest Bird Study Group suggests a decline between 1997 and 2008, this species remains 

an abundant resident that can be easily found breeding throughout the area. The largest counts usually relate to 

autumn and winter flocks that typically range between 30 and 300, with larger counts including at 1000 at 

Thornton le Dale on 28
th

 December 1982 and in the North Moor / Hutton Buscel Moor area on 23
rd

 September 

2004 and 500 at Silpho on 13
th

 January 2002. Evidence of movement along the coast is recorded in some years, 

ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǎǇǊƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŀǳǘǳƳƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ Ŏƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ ǾƛǎƛōƭŜ ƳƛƎǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜǎ мрл ƳƻǾƛƴƎ ǎƻǳǘƘ Ǉŀǎǘ WŀŎƪǎƻƴΩǎ 

Bay on 28
th

 March 2006. 

 

293. Brambling Fringilla montifringilla 

The numbers of this wintering species vary considerably from year to year. By far the largest count from the area 

is a flock of 700 at Flax Dale in the Dalby Forest on 14
th

 December 2007. This is a huge count in a local context, 

but when compared with the concentrations of several million birds recorded in Germany and Switzerland on a 

regular basis it seems almost trivial! 100 were at Peasholm on 10
th

 February 1991 with other areas of town 

harbouring 40-50 birds at that time. However, in most years peak counts rarely exceed 10 ς 50. The first autumn 

birds are noted along the coastal strip in late September or October, with the earliest arrival at Crook Ness on 9
th

 

September 2002. Evidence of spring migration is recorded in most years and birds are often seen into mid-April. 

May records are few with the latest being a female at Long Nab on 6
th

 May 2002. 

 

294. Greenfinch Carduelis chloris 

Although under-recorded this is clearly a common resident throughout the area. The largest flocks tend to be 

recorded during the autumn or winter with peak counts of up to 150 being typical. Larger counts of 500 were 

noted at Ebberston on 9
th

 January 2010 and 300 in the Italian Gardens, South Cliff in January 1966 and along the 

disused railway line between Scalby and Burniston on 6
th

 October 2001. 

 



295. Goldfinch  Carduelis carduelis 

Present all year round, this is a common bird throughout the area. The largest numbers are recorded in the late 

summer and autumn, when sizeable flocks can be recorded. Peak numbers typically range between 60 and 150, 

but there have been larger counts of 350 at Long Nab on 25
th

 September 2000 and 500 at Old Scarborough Tip 

on 20
th

 September 2003. Birds are frequently recorded passing south in the autumn, but recorded numbers are 

rather variable, with none in some years, but more significant movements that demonstrate the peak period of 

passage having been noted at Long Nab as follows; 185 on 29
th

 September 1999, 246 on 11
th

 October 2005 and 

260 on 8
th

 October 2006. 

 

296. Siskin Carduelis spinus 

A count of 11 in the Forge Valley on 22
nd

 November 1953 was considered quite significant at the time. 

Nowadays, it can be considered a regular passage migrant and fairly common resident of the forested parts of 

the area, and although numbers vary considerably from year to year, it is usually fairly easily encountered. Flocks 

of 50 ς 100 are not unusual during late summer and through the winter months. The largest counts have been 

250 in Wykeham Forest on 30
th

 March 1969 and 250 at Low Dalby on 21
st

 February 1985. The numbers recorded 

on passage are variable and birds are not recorded annually. Most coastal movements are observed at Long Nab 

and the peak of passage is usually from September to early November. The largest counts involve 50 south over 

Castle Hill and 200 south over Cloughton on 25
th

 October 2009 and 82 south at Long Nab on 6
th

 November 2009. 

Small numbers may also pause along the coastal strip at this time and include 150 at Burniston on 22
nd

 

November 1992.  

 

297. Linnet Carduelis cannabina 

This resident breeder is a familiar bird of farmland is easily seen throughout the area. The largest numbers are 

recorded during the autumn when large flocks build up on the recently harvested fields and associated stubbles. 

Flocks of 200-400 are not unusual at such times. The largest counts relate to 1000 at Cloughton Wyke on 2
nd

 

January 1978, 850 in stubble fields at Long Nab on 9
th

 September 2010 and 800 seen at Binnington Carr on 19
th

 

November 2002. Coastal movements are often observed at Long Nab, with the peak of passage during 

September. There have been quite a few significant movements, the largest of which involved 504 heading south 

in one hour on 19
th

 September 2005. 

 

298. Twite Carduelis flavirostris 

An uncommon passage migrant and winter visitor with almost all birds occurring along the coast between Scalby 

Lodge and Cloughton Wyke. ¢ƘŜ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǎǘ ŀǳǘǳƳƴ ŀǊǊƛǾŀƭ ǿŀǎ ƻŦ ǘǿƻ ŀǘ WŀŎƪǎƻƴΩǎ .ŀȅ ƻƴ нм
st

 September 1997, but 

mid-October arrivals are more normal. Most records refer to single figure counts. Counts in excess of 30 were 

ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мфтлΩǎ ŀƴŘ мфулΩǎΤ пр ŀǘ wŀǾŜƴǎŎŀǊ ƻƴ мо
th

 October 1975, 32 at Burniston on 

23
rd

 March 1976 and 32 at Long Nab on 30
th

 October 1987. In more recent years мф ŦƭȅƛƴƎ ƴƻǊǘƘ ƻǾŜǊ WŀŎƪǎƻƴΩǎ 

Bay on 9
th

 January 2000, 16 at Long Nab on 11
th

 November 2000 and 12 at Cromer Point on 17
th

 January 2006 are 

the largest counts. Sightings after the end of January are most unusual with two at Gristhorpe Cliff on 9
th

 April 

2000 and one at Ravenscar on 19
th

 April 2009 representing rare spring sightings. Three on Stony Marl Moor on 

13
th

 July 1982 is most unusual, but a nest was found at Thornton le Dale on 5
th

 June 1922 (A I Burnley). 

 

299. Lesser Redpoll Carduelis cabaret 

A fairly common resident that breeds in the extensive forests in the area. The largest flocks tend to be recorded 

during the winter months, but typically do not exceed 60. Birds are quite obvious as they pass through the area 

during September and October, with counts of birds observed on visible migration ranging between 10 and 70. 

The larger count of 70 involved birds recorded moving south at Cloughton on 25
th

 October 2005. 

 

300. Common (Mealy) Redpoll Carduelis flammea 

A scarce winter visitor and passage migrant with dates spanning 28
th

 September to 19
th

 May, with the small 

number of records suggesting a peak in late autumn and early winter. Most sightings are of one or two birds, but 

there were three at Cowarth Beck on 25
th

 March 1996, five at Cayton Carr on 30
th

 December 2001 and an 

outstanding 15+ in Langdale Forest on 12
th

 April 2009 (S Hey, D Bywater). 

 

301. Arctic Redpoll Carduelis hornemanni 



There have been three records of this frosty-plumaged vagrant from the north, with all birds being of the form 

exillipesΣ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ /ƻǳŜΩǎ !ǊŎǘƛŎ wŜŘǇƻƭƭΦ 

 

One at Scarborough on 18
th

 December 1925. 

One at Scalby on 5
th

 December 1995 (R H Appleby, M Francis). 

One trapped in Dalby Forest on 16
th

 December 1995 (S Elliott, D C Jardine). 

 

302. Two-barred Crossbill Loxia leucoptera 

A rare vagrant with one record. 

 

A male in the Dalby Forest on 3
rd

 December 1990 (W F Curtis). 

 

303. Common Crossbill Loxia curvirostra 

A fairly common bird of the extensive forests of the area, although numbers predictably vary considerably from 

year to year, in response to variations in the cone crop. Flocks of 50 to 100 are regularly recorded with the 

highest counts involving 300 at Lang Dale Rigg on 17
th

 July 1991 and 200ς300 in Wykeham Forest on 31
st

 July 

1997. During invasions, small numbers of migrants are observed passing along the coast. 

 

304. Common Rosefinch Carpodacus erythrinus 

A rare visitor. Seven records involve eight birds, with breeding suspected to have taken place in 1995.  

 

One at Castle Hill 27
th

 October 1979 (R H Appleby). 

One at Castle Hill on 5
th

 October 1991 (R Crofton, T M England). 

A 1
st

 summer male was at Burton Riggs on 3
rd

 June 1992 (J Harwood). 

A female on 18
th

 June and a 1
st

 summer male on 21
st

 June 1995 were subsequently suspected 

to have bred, but this was not proven (I Austin, R H Appleby). Audio recorded. 

A ΨǎŎŀǊƭŜǘΩ male in the same area as the prevƛƻǳǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ōǊŜŜŘƛƴƎ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘ on 23
rd

 May to 2
nd

 

June 1996 (I Austin, R H Appleby). 

One on The Esplanade, Scarborough on 8
th

 ς 14
th

 WǳƴŜ нлло όW hΩaŀƭƭŜȅ et al). 

One at Hundale, Long Nab on 3
rd

 September 2010 (N W Addey). 

 

305. Bullfinch Pyrrhula pyrrhula 

This striking but at times surprisingly skulking species is probably under-recorded, but remains widespread and is 

still a fairly common resident breeder. Most reports refer to single figure counts, but larger counts have involved 

20 in Wykeham Forest on 14
th

 July 2008 and 16 along Scalby Beck on 2
nd

 January 2006. There is little evidence of 

ƳƛƎǊŀǘƛƻƴΣ ōǳǘ ōƛǊŘǎ ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊǎ ƻŦ ΨbƻǊǘƘŜǊƴΩ .ǳƭƭŦƛƴŎƘ involve two at Castle Hill, one at Long Nab and 

one along Cloughton Railway on 17
th

 October 2004 and two at Castle Hill on 31
st

 October 2004. All of these were 

associated with a widespread influx of these birds into the UK that autumn. 

 

306. Hawfinch Coccothraustes coccothraustes 

Prior to 1952 this species bred regularly and flocks were observed during the winter months. It is now a rare and 

irregular visitor with just 24 records in recent years. Recent sightings are widely scattered across the area and 

occur in all months except June, September and November. There is a bias towards spring records, with just over 

half the records being during March-May. Some sightings along the coastal strip perhaps hint at immigration 

from the continent. 

 

307. Lapland Bunting Calcarius lapponicus 

A single bird was netted with Skylarks at Scarborough in January 1893. A winter visitor and passage migrant that 

is most reliable in the area when there are winter stubbles along the coastal strip; unfortunately in recent years 

this has frequently not been the case. The first autumn migrants are usually recorded in October, but September 

birds have been recorded in two recent years, the earliest of which was seen at Cloughton Wyke on 21
st

 

September 1983. Small flocks may linger in any available stubble fields into the winter months. The largest 

counts involve 23 at Cromer Point on 4
th

 November 1993 and 28 at Cromer Point on 10
th

 February 1998. In some 



years odd birds are recorded on spring passage with last dates usually in March, but there is one late record on 

one just north of Long Nab on 29
th

-30
th

 May 1999. 

 

308. Snow Bunting Plectrophenax nivalis 

A regular passage migrant and winter visitor with the first autumn arrivals usually recorded in October. The 

earliest birds were seen at ά{ŎŀǊōƻǊƻǳƎƘέ ƻƴ мр
th

 September 1984 and 18
th

 September 1969. In most years the 

largest numbers are recorded in late October and November, with the largest flocks totalling 125 near Cromer 

Point on 12
th

 November 2000 and 100 at Long Nab on 16
th

 November 2003, with counts of 50 at Scalby Lodge 

plus 96 moving south in small flocks on 28
th

 November 2003. Counts of 30 to 60 are more typical and numbers 

usually decline during December. First quarter sightings are often minimal, but a spring passage is often detected 

in March and April, with the latest record being one at Cromer Point pond on 8
th

 ς 14
th

 April 1999. There is an 

inland record of one at RAF Fylingdales on 19
th

 November 2009 (M J Carroll). 

 

309. Yellowhammer Emberiza citronella 

Despite declines in the population across the UK as a whole, this species remains fairly common in the area, 

although numbers do seem to have declined in recent years. It is still fairly easily found throughout the farmland 

areas and its song is a characteristic sound of such areas in the summer months. Peak counts are usually 

recorded in the January and February when 30 ς 50 are typical maxima, but counts of 100 have been recorded in 

four recent winters.  

 

310. Ortolan Bunting Emberiza hortulana 

Just two records of this scarce migrant in the area.  

 

                A male at Scalby Beck 5
th

 to 6
th

 May 1973 (R H Appleby, B Cockerill). 

An adult male at Cloughton 10
th

 October 1977 (J Webb). 

 

311. Reed Bunting Emberiza schoeniclus 

A resident that is present at most sites where suitable habitat exists, in particular on The Carrs. Along the coastal 

strip small numbers of migrants are recorded in most years, with a few occasionally observed on visible 

migration. Most counts are rather small and any double figure count is noteworthy. So, a count of 100 at 

Wykeham Lakes on 3
rd

 February 2001 is most impressive.  

 

312. Corn Bunting Emberiza calandra 

A declining resident that is increasingly difficult to find in most parts of the area. A small population continues to 

survive in The Carrs, particularly at Willerby Carr, but records from outside this area are increasingly rare. There 

were 60 at Newby on 19
th

 January 1975 and 80 at Cayton on 25
th

 January 1982. In recent years any count in 

excess of 25 is noteworthy, so 47 at Willerby Carr on 3
rd

 and 4
th

 March 2006 and 110 at Cayton Carr on 21
st

 

March 1999 are particularly impressive. 



Category D 

1. Greater Flamingo Phoenicopterus ruber 

One flew north past Long Nab on 3
rd

 September 1975 (M Francis). 

 

2. Ruddy Shelduck Tadorna ferruginea 

Two at Wykeham Lakes on 14
th

 August 1993 (R H Appleby). 

One at Scalby Lodge Pond was photographed on 23
rd

 May 2009 (G Wolfenden). 

A female at Star Carr on 18
th

 to 24
th

 December 2010 was also noted at Scalby Lodge Pond on 29
th

 

December 2010. 

 

3. Demoiselle Crane Anthropoides virgo 

One in the Hundale Wyke / Staintondale area on 10
th

 and 11
th

 May 1977 (J Webb)  

One at Burniston on 3
rd

 Dec 1978 (J Webb). 

 

4. Eurasian Eagle Owl Bubo bubo 

There have been rumours of breeding in the Dalby Forest, but no confirmation is forthcoming. 

 

5. Red-headed Bunting Emberiza bruniceps 

A male was seen at old Scalby Tip on 4
th

 August 1998 (M Francis). 



Appendix 1 

Records not considered acceptable by relevant committees (YNU, BBRC, BOU), are apparently erroneous or relate to 

escapes. 

Lesser White-fronted Goose Anser erythropus 

This species was included on the list collated by Brian Cockerill, but this appears to have been included in error. 

 

Snow Goose Anser caerulescens  

Four flew in off the sea at Scarborough on 23
rd

 June 1991. A bird of unknown origin at Burton Riggs on 10
th

 

February 2004 was with the geese flock at Wykeham Ings the next day, remaining until 21
st

 February.  

 

Hooded Merganser Lophodytes cucullatus 

One at Peasholm Park on 24
th

 September to 23
rd

 December 1989 was considered to be of dubious origin (A J 

Wallis et al). 

 

.ǳƭǿŜǊΩǎ tŜǘǊŜƭ Bulweria bulwerii  

The record from Scalby Mills on 28
th

 February 1908 (along with all the other British records) has recently been 

found not acceptable by the BOURC. Full details are in Harrop A. H. J, British Birds 101: 676-681.  

 

Little Egret Egretta garzetta  

A bird with a blue ring was at Northstead Manor Garden on 27
th

 May 2003. It remained in the North Bay area / 

Scalby Beck until at least 15
th

 May 2004, and was reportedly shot in the summer of that year. 

 

Black-crowned Night-heron Nycticorax nycticorax  

A colour ringed immature (white-red-yellow; right leg & white; left leg) at Seamer Road Mere 17
th

 to 19
th

 

September 1988, when it moved to Valley Road Pond where it was killed by a car on 23
rd

 November (M Francis, A 

J Wallis et al). 

 

White Stork Ciconia ciconia  

A ringed bird at Star Carr on 23
rd

 April 2002 is likely to have related to one of the free-flying birds from 

Harewood House, Leeds (M Francis, D Bywater). 

One at Cayton Bay on 19
th

 July 2005 is considered to have been an escape from captivity. 

One at Irton on 30
th

-31
st

 March 2007 bore a yellow ring and was rather tame. It was seen flying over 

Ravenscar on 1
st

 April. 

 

Black Stork Ciconia nigra 

A record of one at Wykeham Lakes on 7
th

 July 1994 (R H Appleby) has not been published in BBRC Report on Rare 

Birds (not accepted nor rejected) and so is not included here. 

 

Black Kite Milvus migrans 

The two recent records listed in the relevant local reports have not been accepted by BBRC/YNU. 

 

One flew south near Scalby Manor on 11
th

 June 1999 (M Francis). 

An adult over Sherburn Ings on 19
th

 July 2007 (R H Appleby, I Austin). 

 

Rough-legged Buzzard Buteo lagopus 

The following reports were not accepted by YNU. 

 

One at Wykeham Ings on 8
th

 March and 25
th

 March 2005 (R H Appleby, P Willey). 

One hunting over North Moor, Wykeham on 8
th

 September 2005 (R H Appleby, I Austin).  

 

Pallid Harrier Circus macrourus 

A record from Scalby Mills has not been confirmed. 



 

Great Bustard Otis tarda  

A record from Cloughton in 1908 is no longer accepted (Birdguides Rarity Archive).  

In addition the 1973 record from Goathland Moor is both outside the Scarborough Birders recording area and no 

longer considered acceptable (Birdguides Rarity Archive). 

 

Lesser Yellowlegs Tringa flavipes 

A record of one at Scalby Mills in October 2000 was not accepted by the relevant committees. 

 

.ǊǳƴƴƛŎƘΩǎ DǳƛƭƭŜƳƻǘ Uria lomvia  

A number of old records are no longer accepted (Birdguides Rarity Archive). 

 

Snowy Owl Bubo scandiacus  

The old records from the area are no longer accepted (Birdguides Rarity Archive) 

 

Greenish Warbler Phylloscopus trochiloides 

A record of one at Castle Hill on 18
th

 October 1975 was rejected during the 1984 BBRC review of records of this 

species.  

 

Aquatic Warbler Acrocephalus paludicola  

A record from Cornelian has not been accepted. 

 

Black-headed Bunting Emberiza melanocephala 

A record from Scarborough Harbour is regarded as relating an escape. 

 

Cirl Bunting Emberiza cirlus  

The record of a pair at Seamer Carr, Scarborough on 22nd October 1972 (B G Thompson) is considered 

by Mather to be unconvincing. 



Appendix 2 

Records included on the Cockerill list but excluded here on the basis of having occurred outside the current Scarborough 

Birders recording area 

 

1. CŜŀΩǎ tŜǘǊŜƭ Pterodroma feae - ς Only records are from Filey / Flamborough. 

2. American Bittern Botaurus lentiginosus ς Record from Slingsby near Malton. 

3. Glossy Ibis Plegadis falcinellus - ς Only records are from Filey. One mentioned by RHA as having been shot at 

Cloughton in April 1916 is not listed in the Birdguides Rarity Archive (neither accepted or rejected) and is also not 

listed by Wilson & Slack. Thus this species has not been admitted to the area list. 

4. {ǘŜƭƭŜǊΩǎ 9ƛŘŜǊ Polysticta stelleri - ς Only records are from Filey. 

5. Harlequin Histrionicus histrionicus - ς Only records are from Filey. 

6. Golden Eagle - A record from Hunmanby on 24
th

 July 1844 is outside the Scarborough Birders recording area. 

7. Collared Pratincole Glareola pratincola ς The only record seems to be from Muston, so outside Scarborough 

Birders recording area. 

8. American Golden Plover Pluvialis dominica ς Only record is from Bempton. 

9. .ŀƛǊŘΩǎ {ŀƴŘǇƛǇŜǊ Calidris bairdii ς Only record is from Filey. 

10. Long-billed Dowitcher Limnodromus scolopaceus ς Only record is from Filey. 

11. Ivory Gull Pagophila eburnea ς Only record is from Filey. 

12. Caspian Tern Sterna caspia ς Records from Whitby are outside the Scarborough Birders recording area. 

13. Pallid Swift Apus pallidus ς Only record is from Filey. 

14. Little Swift Apus affinis ς Only record is from Flamborough. 

15. Short-toed Lark Calandrella brachydactyla ς Only record is from Filey. 

16. Pechora Pipit Anthus gustavi ς Only record is from Filey. 

17. Rock Thrush Monticola saxatilis ς The only record is from Whitby in 1852 and is thus outside the Scarborough 

Birders Recording area. 

18. Lanceolated Warbler Locustella lanceolata ς Only record is from Filey. 

19. .ƭȅǘƘΩǎ wŜŜŘ ²ŀǊōƭŜǊ Acrocephalus dumetorum ς Only record is from Filey. 

20. Spectacled Warbler Sylvia conspicillata ς Only record is from Filey. 

21. IǳƳŜΩǎ ²ŀǊōƭŜǊ Phylloscopus humei -  Only records are from Filey. 

22. Collared Flycatcher Ficedula albicollis ς Only record is from Filey. 

23. Isabelline Shrike Lanius isabellina ς Only record is from Flamborough. 

24. Lesser Grey Shrike Lanius minor  ς A record from Sleights Moor on 20
th

 September 1905 is outside the 

Scarborough Birders recording area. 

25. Chough Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax ς Historical records from Flamborough, but no evidence found that it has been 

seen in the Scarborough Birders recording area. 

26. Serin Serinus serinus ς Only record is from Filey. 

27. Two-barred Crossbill - Records from Whitby on 3
rd

 ς 7
th

 August 1972 and near Goathland on 3
rd

 May 1931 have 

been excluded on the grounds that they are from locations outside the Scarborough Birders recording area.  

28. Pine Grosbeak Pinicola enucleator ς A record from Whitby 1861 is outside the Scarborough Birders Recording 

Area. 

29. Little Bunting Emberiza pusilla ς Only records are from Filey. 

30. Rustic Bunting Emberiza rustica ς Only records are from Filey. 

31. Yellow-breasted Bunting Emberiza aureola ς Only records are from Filey. 
 

 


